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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL
To Members of the Special Committee on Aging:
Submitted herewith for the consideration of the members of the
Special Committee on Aging is a staff report which evaluates the
program of Medical Assistance for the Aged enacted in 1960 and generally referred to as the Kerr-Mills Act.
This evaluation is based on the first 1%year's operation of the KerrMills program. It supplements and updates a previous staff report
published in June 1961 which evaluated the implementation of the
Kerr-Mills program through March 31, 1961.
In preparing this report, I instructed the staff to compare and
evaluate the actual accomplishments of the Kerr-Mills MAA program against two yardsticks:
(1) The hopes and expectations of the Congress when it enacted
the legislation to be effective in October 1960; and
(2) The claims that have been made both before and after the
Kerr-Mills program was enacted, with particular reference to
recent statements on its effectiveness.
The analysis shows quite conclusively that, measured against
anticipated results, Kerr-Mills has fallen considerably short of the
goals set by its more optimistic proponents. In fact, after 18 months,
less than one-half of the States have the Kerr-Mills program of Medical Assistance for the Aged in operation.
This situation arises not through any lack of good faith or good
intentions but because of weaknesses inherent in this legislative approach which prevent it from being a significant weapon in meeting the
medical requirements of America's elderly.
Indeed, a careful reading of the following report makes it obvious
that Kerr-Mills-by itself-cannot be expected to meet these requirements either now or in the years to come.
A program of hospital and related insurance benefits under social
security should make it financially feasible for all the States to implement the Kerr-Mills MAA program. The two programs together
would provide the broad base of financial assistance that would help
assure older Americans independence, dignity, and security in their
retirement.
PAT MCNAMARA,

Chairman, Special Committee on Aging.
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SUMMARY
The brief statements made herein are developed in the chapters
which follow
INTENT OF KERR-MLLs

AcT

The Kerr-Mills Act has two facets--one representing a relatively
minor improvement in an already existing program of aid for people
on relief-and the other representing a major innovation.' The
primary purpose and feature of Kerr-Mills was the establishment of a
new category of public assistance-medical assistance for the aged.
This program, Kerr-Mills MAA, offered an opportunity for the States
to secure substantial Federal grants applicable toward meeting the
medical expenses of older citizens who had previously been ineligible
for help-the "medically indigent" aged. The "medically indigent"
are those persons not on relief who, presumably, have sufficient resources to meet their ordinary living expenses but who are unable to
cope with the costs of medical services.
It was the intent of Congress that the MAA program would result
in providing broad medical services to the many aged needing such
help but ineligible or unwilling to apply for relief.
. :
Achievement of such a goal would require that (1) all States establish an MAA program which (2) would include a comprehensivye range
of medical services consistent with the needs created by the chronic
health conditions faced by the aged with (3) eligibility requifements
determined on the basis of their medical costs, income, and health
conditions and (4) with its benefits made available without humiliating
or degrading our older people.
Based upon the evidence available after 1Y years of Kerr-Mills
operation, the congressional intent has not and will not be realized.
LIMITED USE OF ACT

Only 24 States and three territories, as of June 1, 1962, had operating
programs under MAA. 2 All States have had an opportunity to consider Kerr-Mills. All indications are that any new MAA programs
will be few and far between.
All States are not capable of financing MAA programs. At least
five States-Florida, Missouri, Ohio, Rhode Island, and Wyominghave pointed to the potential cost as the principal reason for their
not establishing MAA programs. More than 2 million Americans
aged 65 and over live in these five States alone. An additional 5
million older people live in the other 21 States and the District of
ISince 1050 the Federal Government has assisted the States with funds to be used toward payments to

suppliers of medical care for people on relief. The first part of the Kerr-Mills Act simply increased the
amount of Federal funds available for this purpose.
2 It is sometimes claimed that 38 States are participating. The 24 States and 3 territories which have
MAA programs in operation are: Alabama Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Guam, Hawail, Idaho,
Illinois Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryjand, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Hampshire New York
North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, Tennessee, tsh, Vig
Islands, Washington, West Virginia.
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Columbia which do not have MAA programs in operation-a total
of 7 million in 26 non-MAA States.
Many States cannot or do not now finance adequately what they
themselves say are the basic needs (not including the health needs)
of those of their citizens who are on relief. Certainly those States
cannot or will not be expected to adequately finance health services
for a new group neither on relief nor eligible for it.
Only 88,000 aged persons received MAA help in March 1962-onehalf of 1 percent of the Nation's elderly citizens. Thousands of these
people had received care or were eligible for care under relief programs
existing before enactment of Kerr-Mills.
Further, as a result of the means tests in those States which have
MAA programs, the number of people who can receive help is severely
limited.
THE MEANS TEST

Every State with an MAA program requires an applicant to submit
to a means test-an investigation of his income and assets. The means
test is the basis of all relief programs. In most States, the tests,
apart from any degrading qualities, exclude from help many of the
aged who are desperately in need of assistance. There are at least 15
States in which the means test for MAA would serve to eliminate even
those people who qualify for relief in those States.
Twelve States have "family responsibility" provisions which, in
effect, also impose means tests upon the relatives of those who might
be tempted to seek aid from the MAA program.
Nine States-including those with, by far, the largest number of
people receiving help under Kerr-Mills MAA-have recovery provisions in their programs extending to the homes of people receiving
help, and collectible after death. This committee's hearings have
shown us that Americans now of retirement age equate "free and clear"
ownership of one's home with self-respect. The idea of a State taking a claim on that home is completely unacceptable to them.
FREEDOM

OF

CHOICE RESTRICTED

Even those relatively few aged persons who are declared eligible
for some help under MAA frequently find that they cannot get the
care they need and in some cases that they cannot get care from the
doctors of their own choice.
Many of the MAA programs, in fact, contain explicit and implicit
limitations affecting the quality of care provided, the patient's free-

dom of choice, and the doctor's freedom to treat his patients in an
individual way. All of the foregoing are affected by the relative
willingness of hospitals and physicians to negotiate and accept MAA
payments-which are often below the "going" rates. In one State,
doctors were on the verge of refusing to care for MAA patients because
the State found it necessary to reduce fees paid. In the same State,

doctors were demanding the right to charge the MAA patient a fee

in addition to that paid by the State. In another State, some hospitals were restricting the number of MAA patients they would admit.
At least four of the jurisdictions with MAA programs require that
services can only be secured from specified physicians or facilities.

SUMMARY
As a practical matter, the failure of many jurisdictions to cover
in-hospital physicians' services means that a large percentage of MAA
beneficiaries must depend upon the services of hospital and clinic
staff doctors.

LIMITATIONS ON BENEFITS

The States often sharply limit their programs in terms of types of
care provided, the duration or quantity of services supplied, in addition to specifying that benefits will be available only for certain kinds
of illness or injury. One State provides only 6 days of hospital care
and only if the applicant for MAA has an "acute, emergency, or lifeendangering condition"; another State affords 10 days of hospital care
per year if the person concerned is suffering from "acute illness or
injury," and only after the aged individual has paid the first $25 of
hospital charges.
Only 3 States-Hawaii, Massachusetts, and North Dakota-of the
24 with MAA programs in operation, have plans which meet the
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare's definition of a comprehensive medical care program.
Where nursing home care is provided, the payments are often no
more than enough to provide a poor quality of custodial care, and are
totally insufficient to pay for any skilled nursing care. MAA funds
were and are intended to purchase medical care. In these cases they
are being used for an altogether different purpose.
In some States, the medically indigent person is required to make
cash contributions from his meager resources toward the cost of care.
Occasionally, he must make such payments before he can even qualify
for MAA help. Such provisions are contradictory and self-defeating.,
UNEVEN DISTRIBUTION OF FEDERAL FUNDS

'While the formula under which Federal grants are made to the
States was intended by Congress to favor the States with low per
few
capita incomes-where needs are greatest-in actual practice, aSome
funds.
MAA
of
share
lion's
the
getting
are
wealthier States
of the States with the lowest per capita incomes in the Nation are,
in effect, contributing toward the cost of MAA programs in the
wealthier States-while their citizens receive in some cases, nothing.
in others relatively little in return. Almost 90 percent of all MAA
payments are being made in just four States-California, Massachusetts, Michigan, and New York. One hundred percent of the
States must contribute to the program's support.
From the inception of MAA through March 1962 Federal and State
expenditures under the MAA program totaled $167 million. Not
even this thoroughly inadequate sum represents new expenditures for
a new program. MAA money is being used to pay for care, previously provided under relief programs, for tens of thousands of
people who were already on relief. It was not the itent of Con ress
when it authorized MAA that new Federal funds be used to relieve
States and communities of a responsibility they had already accepted.
Congress intended that this help be extended to an entirely new group
of citizens-not to those already on relief. Congress offered to
assume the major share of a new responsibility in the belief that the
States would be eager to assume the rest.

SUMMARY
HIGH ADMINISTRATIVE

COSTS

MAA's unavoidable administrative expenses constitute a substantial drain upon the limited resources of the States, which might otherwise be devoted to purchasing medical care. In one State, such expenses amounted to $1.24 for each dollar that was actually spent on
medical care. In another State, these expenses were 64 cents for
each dollar of medical benefits provided. Those States which have
the highest costs for administration are the States which can least
afford the expense-those with very low per capita incomes. The
Federal Government pays only 50 percent of the costs of administration while it may pay as much as 80 percent of the dollars going for
actual medical care. Thus, only a relatively small portion of a State's
funds may go for medical care while a substantially greater amount
may have to be allocated to administrative costs.
It costs a great deal of money to run a program with complex
limitations on eligibility and benefits. Very careful "screening out"
is required under such circumstances. In essence, simple and inexpensive administration is an impossibility in those States which cannot
afford to offer comprehensive MAA programs with liberal requirements for eligibility-tbe very States whose older people have the
lowest incomes and the greatest need for care.
A year and a half of experience indicates clearly that the strained
financial resources of the States-and the competition for those funds
by other pressing public needs such as education, housing, roads, and
so forth-make the well-intentioned aims of the Kerr-Mills legislation
incapable of realization in all the States of the Union. It proves that
Kerr-Mills cannot, of itself, solve that problem which our committee
has found to be the most persistent and frightening one confronting
millions of older people and their children in all parts of the countrythe problem of assuring economic access to medical care for all our
older people on a decent, self-respecting basis.

CHAPTER I
PERSISTENT AREAS OF CONFUSION
Almost since the inception of the Kerr-Mills program, there has
been confusion-some purposeful, some accidental-concerning the
number of States which'have implemented the program; the number
of aged who receive help; where the responsibility lies for promotion;
whether a means test is required and a lien permitted; the cost and
where it falls. These pervasive and persistent areas of confusion are
considered here.
1. Number of States implementing Kerr-Mills
Much of the confusion in relation to the number of States which
have put the Kerr-Mills Act into effect stems from failure to distinguish between the two facets of Kerr-Mills: (1) The new FederalState program of medical assistance for the aged (MAA) and (2) increased Federal support of medical care for recipients of old-age
assistance (OAA) under the basic vendor payment provisions enacted
by the Congress in 1950.1
We are, in this report, concerned only with the Kerr-Mills MAA
program. The other phase of Kerr-Mills represents only one of a
series of congressional acts liberalizing Federal sharing in relief
programs. It does not represent a new departure and did not purport
to be part of a new program to resolve a basic problem in financing
the health care of the aged.
The primary purpose and new feature of Kerr-Mills was the provision by the Federal Government of an opportunity for the States to
secure substantial Federal grants applicable toward meeting the
medical expenses of older citizens who had previously been ineligible
for such assistance-the medically indigent aged. The extent to
which this purpose has been achieved is the principal measure of the
accomplishments of the Kerr-Mills legislation.
Here is the outstanding example of confusion regarding the basic
purpose of Kerr-Mills. An article in the March 6,1961, AMA News
(published by the American Medical Association) stated that, at the
time of writing, there were Kerr-Mills programs functioning in six
States and two U.S. territories. Barely one month later (April 19),
the American Medical Association sponsored a full-page newspaper
advertisement heralding the newly available medical care program
and simultaneously shifting to a new usage of the term "the KerrMills law." The advertisement contained the statement that "It
[Kerr-Mills] is now being put into operation in 46 States." This
shift in terminology appeared to be related to the American Medical
I Three methods are employed to pay medical care costs of recipients of public assistance. (1) The
"vendor payment" method consists of direct payments to hospitals, doctors and other suppliers of medical
care; (2) the "money payment" method Is a system whereby the monthly cash grant to the recipient for his
basic living expenses includes an amount to be spent on his medical requirements; (3) the third method
consists of a combination of the first two. The Kerr-Mlls legislation applies only to expenditures made
under the "vendor payment" method.
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Association's desire to create the impression that the "States are
moving ahead with surprising swif tness" in adopting MAA programs.
Illustrative of the free and easy interchangeable usage of the
two very distinct aspects of the Kerr-Mills Act are the situations in
Texas and Florida.
In Texas, a program was instituted, effective in January 1962,
which provides hospital and surgical-medical services-to a limited
extent-by means of a contract between the State and Blue CrossBlue Shield; nursing home care is provided by means of direct payments to the suppliers of such care. This program was immediately
hailed as a "model" implementation of Kerr-Mills. The essential
fact, however, is that the model is defective. First, Texas has no
MAA program. The present plan in Texas is applicable to OAA
recipients only, with all the restrictions that this implies. It makes
provision only for people on relief. No provision is made for those
who are only medically indigent-those persons with whom we are
primarily concerned in evaluating Kerr-Mills.
Secondly, the hospital benefits in Texas-even for people on reliefare severely limited. The OAA program provides for only 15 days
of care with a maximum limit of $10 daily for room, board. and
routine nursing services. Additional care may be provided beyond
the initial 15 days when certified as necessary by a physician but
then the Texas program will allow the hospital only $5 daily for
additional days. Presumably, what this "model implementation of
Kerr-Mills" makes available to OAA recipients is ward care-with
the hospitals absorbing room, board, and nursing costs above $5 a
day after the 15 days. Such programs are unfair to hospitals. They
are also unfair to the paying patients who are compelled to help make
up a portion of such deficits through payment of higher charges for
their care.
Granted that the Texas program is progress of a sort for people on
relief, it still does absolutely nothing to make assistance with the high
costs of necessary medical care a reality for the medically indigentthose persons who were to be the prime- beneficiaries of Kerr-Mills.
The program in Texas is not and should not be included with those
Kerr-Mills MAA programs which are intended to meet the needs of
older people who are not on relief.
It is often implied that Florida has implemented Kerr-Mills.
Florida does not, however, have a program of medical assistance-for
the aged. It is true that, like Texas and other States, Florida has
a program which uses Kerr-Mills funds for people who are on relief.
Excerpts from the testimony of Dr. Edward R. Annis, chairman,
legislative committee, Florida Medical Association, before a hearing
of the Senate Special Committee on Aging held in Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., on February 15, 1962, are indicative of the manner in which
pretense is made that a State has implemented Kerr-Mills and that
no further Federal action is necessary:
* * * Many have been misinformed and they have stated in
Florida that
there has been no implementation of Kerr-Mills. As you gentlemen from Washington know, Kerr-Mills has two different provisions; one for old-age assistance,
those on relief, and the second to take care of the needy sick people *- * *.
We have a program in Florida now operating in its seventh year, one which
was set up in 1955, after several years of research by the Florida Medical Association and in cooperation with legislators, and may I point out that this program,
our medical aid for the needy sick in Florida long preceded any of this political
entrance into the field of care for these people.
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In Florida at the present time we have totally and completely implemented
the old-age assistance portion of Kerr-Mills as is noted on page 4 of my statement
that I filed with you. This is presently providing complete total medical and
surgical care, including hospitalization, nursing home care and drugs.

The situation in Florida has frequently been presented in a misleadmg and confusing fashion. Florida does provide some medical care
to people on relief. Florida does have a special State fund from which
it makes payments for some medical care rendered to medically indigent persons, regardless of age. The State department of public
welfare receives some of the money it uses for Federal-State OAA
medical care from this fund and some by direct appropriation from
the State legislature. The significant point is, however, that Florida
has failed, "totally and completely," to accept the Kerr-Mills offer of
assistance for the very many medically indigent old people in that
State who lack the 5 years of residence required in Florida to even
qualify for relief.
The principal reason for not having a Kerr-Mills MAA program in
Florida is that the State cannot afford the expenditures required to
provide medical care to all of its elderly people. It therefore restricts
coverage to those who meet the strictest residence requirements possible under OAA. The State does not supply even these people with
comprehensive medical care-despite the claim of "complete total
medical and surgical care, including hospitalization, nursing home
care and drugs." Florida's program for relief- recipients affords 30
days. of hospitalization per 12-month period-for acute conditions
only. The program provides no coverage, whatsoever, for physicians'
services. Despite the absence of any provision for such care in the
OAA program, reference is made to "total medical and surgical care"
as an integral part of Florida's plan. The reference can only relate
to those services that may be provided by the medical staff of a
hospital or to the "free" care that physicians may be willing to provide.
The confusion is still being perpetrated and perpetuated by the
AMA. On May 21, 1962, an AMA spokesman stated in a nationwide television broadcast that: "The Kerr-Mills law has already
been accepted by 38 States." People watching this program were
undoubtedly expected to receive the impression that Kerr-Mills had
made it possible for older people in all 38 States to get help under the
act without going on relief. However, these are the facts. An AMA
representative queried by the committee staff on the day following
the broadcast said that the total of 38 States was apparently based
upon a computation the AMA had made as of January 1962 which
indicated 27 States under MAA and 11 States making some changes
under OAA. (Included in the listing of 27 States that were noted as
having "accepted" Kerr-Mills were Georgia, Iowa, and New Mexico.
These States have, indeed, enacted MAA programs-but neither
Georgia nor Iowa has a program in operation because funds have not
been made available. New Mexico has withdrawn its plan.) Of the
11 States noted under OAA, it is true that three States-Indiana,
North Carolina, and Ohio-expanded their OAA programs to include
medically indigent aged not in need of money payment under OAA.
But in these three States it must be recognized that this means that
the aged person who is medically indigent, must go onto the relief
rolls in order to receive any medical help and must satisfy, where applicable, residence requirements, be subject to current liens on his
property and possibly see his name on a published list of people on
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relief. All of these provisions are expressly prohibited in the MAA
program of the Kerr-Mills Act.
Despite such marked distinctions in type and scope and content
of programs, confusion will continue so long as individuals and
organizations fail or deliberately refuse to differentiate between OAA
relief programs and the program of medical assistance for the aged.
TABLE I.-Activities of the 54 jurisdictionsto put into effect the new program of medical assistance for the aged, June 1, 1962

A. Programs in effect (27):
Alabama
New Hampshire
Arkansas
New York
California
North Dakota
Connecticut (April)
Oklahoma
Guam (February)
Oregon
Hawaii
Pennsylvania
Idaho
Puerto Rico
Illinois
South Carolina
Kentucky
Tennessee
Louisiana
Utah
Maine
Virgin Islands
Maryland
Washington
Massachusetts
West Virginia
Michigan
B. Plan submitted (not in effect): None.
C. Legislation enacted; plan not yet submitted (two States):
Vermont,2 Virginia.a
D. Legislation in process to give basis for program or to provide appropriation
one State):
New Jersey.
E. No legislation (21):
1961 session adjourned without action:
Alaska I
Montana
Arizona 4
Nebraska
Colorado
Nevada
Delaware'
North Carolina
District of Columbia
Ohio
Florida
Rhode Island
Indiana
South Dakota
Kansas
Texas
Minnesota
Wisconsin
Missouri
Wyoming
1962 session: Adjourned without action.
Mississippi.
F. Have authority for MAA; not expected to implement in 1961-62 (three
States):
Georgia, enacted 1961; no funds available.
Iowa, enacted 1961; no appropriation.
New Mexico, plan withdrawn; no appropriation.
I Plans of these States are approved except Connecticut and Guam.

, Effective date expected to be July 1, 1962.
3 Enacted in 1962; appropriation effective January 1, 1964.
4 Do not have in operation vendor payment for medical care in OAA.
Source: Bureau of Family Services, Social Security Administration, Department of Health, Education,
and Welfare.

There are still other instances of confusion as to just how many
States have established MAA programs:
(1) Confusion may result from inclusion with the States of the
three territories which have established programs-thus the Bureau
of Family Service's report of June 1, 1962, indicates 27 States as
having programs in effect, but this includes Guam, Puerto Rico, and
the Virgin Islands.
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(2) Confusion may also result from inclusion in the number of
States with programs in operation of three States-Georgia, Iowa,
and New Mexico-where enabling legislation exists but where either
no funds were available or no appropriation had been made and where,
therefore, no program is in effect.
(3) Another area of confusion which may result in a smaller total
of States than are actually implementing MAA arises from limiting
the total number of programs in effect to those States which had
actually reported MAA payments for a given month. Other States
may have had programs in operation but might not have reported
payments for a given month.
The fact is that Guam, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islafids and 24
States had MAA programs functioning as of June 1, 1962.
2. Number of recipients

Reports issued monthly by the Bureau of Family Services of the
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare show the total number
of MAA recipients for the latest month for which data are available.
In November 1960, with 3 States reporting, there were 11,806 MAA
recipients. A year later, October 1961, the total had risen to 66,049
recipients in 16 jurisdictions. By March 1962, a year and a half after
the inception of the program, the total was only 88,264 in the 24 jurisdictions reporting payments during that month. Of these 61,095
were in just 3 States-California, Massachusetts, and New York.
The 88,264 people helped constitute one-half of 1 percent of the
Nation's aged population.
There is no current count of the total number of individuals who
have benefited from the vaiious MAA programs. A substantial percentage of the total of beneficiaries-especially those in nursing
homes-appear in the count month after month. The earlier staff
report of the Senate Special Committee showed an unduplicated total
count of 27,482 different individuals as recipients during the period
from October 1, 1960, through March 31, 1961. The total obtained
by adding the number of recipients in each of the 6 months of this
period, 85,000, is 3 times the unduplicated total of 27,482. This
indicates the very substantial carryover from month to month.
Despite the heavy carryover from month to month, each newly
released figure on the total number of recipients in a given month is
sometimes misinteipreted as an addition to previous totals.
For example, the AMA News of April 17, 1961, stated: "A midMarch report from the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare
showed some 14,800 persons received financial aid through the KerrMills medical assistance for the aged program in December. Another
16,800 were helped in Jantiary." By referring to the January figures
as "another 16,800," the item conveyed the impression that, in the
2-month period, more than 30,000 persons received medical assistance
under the new program. The fact, however,. was that a very large
proportion of the persons who received medical assistance in December
1960 were long-term cases who continued to receive assistance in
January 1961. The MAA program in Massachusetts alone accounted
for 12,930 recipients included in the December total and 13,127 of
those in the January total. As almost all of the beneficiaries of MAA
in Massachusetts were nursing home cases transferred from OAA, the
large majority of them were included in the totals of each of the 2
months.
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The number of people listed as recipients of MAA benefits has also
been misinterpreted as a count of the aged to whom medical care
would have been unavailable were it not for the Kerr-Mills MAA program. This misconception is quite understandable in view of the
intent of Kerr-Mills to establish MAA as a program for precisely
such aged persons.
Actually, however, a substantial percentage of these people had
previously received medical care under OAA-but were transferred
to MAA (particularly in those States with high per capita incomes)
so that their States could take advantage of the more favorable
matching grants offered by the Federal Government under MAA.
(See also p. 14.)
3. Responsibilityfor promoting MAA
There is a great deal of confusion about where the responsibility
lies for promoting the MAA program-and as to how much promotion
is proper.
The Department of Health, Education, and Welfare clearly has
responsibility to assist the States in implementing the enabling legislation. Much of the Secretary's recent report to the Ways and Means
Committee of the House of Representatives 2 relates to the Department's efforts to encourage the States to avail themselves of both the
medical assistance for the aged program and the improved Federal
participation in vendor medical payments for recipients of old-age
assistance.'
But there are some who do not consider such efforts sufficient, and
who seem to think that the administration has a responsibility for
promoting the MAA program through a public information campaign.
It has been implied on the floor of the Congress as well as elsewhere
that the administration has been deliberately negligent in not informing the aged of the Nation that there is a medical care program on the
statute books.
r'ypical of such criticism is a comment contained in the Congressional Record of March 19, 1962 (p. 4084), wherein reference is made
to the Kerr-Mills legislation as an enabling act which makes it possible
for the States to establish programs to keep people off relief:
* * * You come before us and we, acting under this authority, take care. of
your medical bills so you can stay off relief. This is the message that the Secretary
of Health, Education, and Welfare, Mr. Ribicoff, could be telling the people and
the States.

Just what is the message that the Federal Government could take
to all the aged of the Nation? To describe the MAA program that is
theoretically possible under the Kerr-Mills legislation could not but
mislead virtually all of our senior citizens-even in those few States
with relatively comprehensive programs-and would be construed as
a cruel hoax played upon the 7 million elderly in the 26 States and the
District of Columbia which do not have MAA programs functioning.
We have had an OAA program for years. Would anyone contend
that the Secretary was supposed to spend Federal funds urging people
throughout the Nation to go on relief? Now that we have an
MAA program in some States, is it his responsibility to urge older
2"Medical Care Under Public Assistance: October 1960 to October 1961" submitted under date of Mar.
15, 1962, to chairman, House Committee on Ways and Means.
3 Ibid. Pt. II, "Action
by the Bureau of Family Services to Secure and Publish Information," and pt.
III, "Action by the Bureau of Family Services to Strengthen Administrative Effectiveness and to Develop
Guides and Standards for Medical Care."
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people throughout the Nation to seek medical care under it? Would
this not be tantamount to bringing Federal pressure to bear on State
legislators and, as such, would it not be deeply and properly resented?
Those who are potentially eligible for IMAA benefits can only
be informed in terms of a specific program in a specific State. And
here, too, States have encountered difficulties when their informational activities were misinterpreted or when attempts to determine
eligibility prior to actual need were regarded as "soliciting." West
Virginia, for example, followed the practice of taking applications
and determining eligibility before actual need developed. Subsequently, the State's department of welfare was charged by the West
Virginia State Medical Association with trying to "sabotage" MAA.
And in large part,.the charge was based upon a complaint that employees of the department of welfare solicit people to come in and
register under the program. When urging people to anticipate needs
is called "sabotage" and when not urging people to sign up is also
called "sabotage," confusion is indeed compounded.
4. The means test
There is real confusion as to whether the MAA program necessitates submission to a "degrading means test" or taking of a "pauper's
oath."
There is no question concerning the intention of establishing MAA
as a liberalization of public assistance medical care, designed to reach
beyond the group of those eligible under old-age assistance, so as to
encompass those persons with sufficient resources far their usual needs
but not enough for medical costs. Each State is free, under the KerrMills Act, to establish its own tests of eligibility for use in identifying
individuals "whose income. and resources are insufficient to meet the
costs of necessary medical services."
While Kerr-Mills clearly sought to distinguish between the "indigent" and the "medically indigent," the means test, nonetheless, is an
element common to both and any means test for MAA should be
evaluated in this context.
Passing a means test is the basic requirement for eligibility under
the public assistance relief approach. After a lifetime of independence and thrift, submission to the humiliation of a test of need
is a painful experience for an aged person to accept-particularly
when he is under the emotion and stress that accompany serious illness.
Underlining the major problems in the usage of means tests in MAA
programs are the following excerpts from a speech delivered to the
American Medical Association by Dr. C. H. Peters, councilor of the
Sixth District Medical Society (inserted in the Congressional Record,
Apr. 11, 1962, pp. A2777-A2778):
* * * The "means test" is a second argument our opponents repeatedly throw
at us. This is a more difficult, and politically a more formidable objection. It
is said that this is one of the reasons that more individuals have not availed
themselves of this program. The stigma of failure, of going on relief, often
creates deep-rooted emotional bias on the part of the conscientious old individual.
We have attempted to counter this feeling and argument by logic of one type or

another. But logic frequently fails to sway individuals as all of you know from
daily application in the practice of medicine.
Before the public attitude can be changed, some members of the medical
profession may have to change their own attitude.
If the doctor himself looks down on assistance medical care, and upon the

people who receive it, the public cannot be expected to accept this as anything

but last-ditch aid.
8490&--62-2
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* * * The AMA survey shows that in many States MAA is being considered
as "just another welfare program," an OAA medical care program for a slightly
higher income level. The applicant must go through the same routines, the same
type of tests, the same type of investigations, and he receives his care through the
same channels as the OAA recipient.
* * * Too stringent a means test can force the applicants to pauperize themselves past the chance of recovery before they can obtain aid. Rigid administrative methods developed to deal with the long-term needy can discourage applications for help. Lack of differentiation between the totally needy and the medically
needy, and the way care is provided, can be so humiliating that many will not
apply, except as a course of desperation, and again be unable to regain independence once the medical crisis has passed. * * *

Notwithstanding the intent of the Kerr-Mills Act, the decision as
to whether MAA requires such tests must be made in light of the
various tests of eligibility actually established by the States.'
It should also be noted that the tests of eligibility are not finished
once the applicant has satisfied the initial requirements. In continuing cases, eligibility is determined anew, and with additional
administrative expense, either within 1 year of the previous deter-

mination, or each time medical care may be required.
Clearly, those States-at least 15-which utilize more inflexible
tests of financial eligibility under MAA than they do under OAA
(see p. 18) have not achieved the purpose of the Kerr-Mills Act.
These States and others make meaningless such claims as the following:
This act would take care of any older person who was in need because of medical
expenses and the medical cost would be covered 100 percent-not just 25 percent
as in the King-Anderson bill. Now was this act imposing a degrading means
test on the older people? Just the opposite. (The Congressional Record,
Mar. 19, 1962, p. 4086.)

This argument was effectively answered by Mr. Holland, of Pennsyl-

vania, who introduced into the Congressional Record eight of the

most lengthy, involved, and obviously embarrassing questionnaires
and affidavits used in establishing eligibility for MAA in Pennsylvania. 5
Pointing out that the "welfare clause" in the constitution of the
State of Pennsylvania is a provision which previous efforts have been
unsuccessful in changing, Mr. Holland summarized the financial
eligibility procedure:

Anybody who seeks aid under the Kerr-Mills bill must first of all give an accounting of his holdings, whether he has a television, whether he owns his home,
and so forth. At the same time, they must call in all their family, their grandchildren. If they refuse or do not give an accounting then they are taken to
our county court and there, under oath, they must make an accounting of all the
holdings they have. Then if they have a little home, a lien is placed against the
home. Naturally, an aged person hates to have a lien placed on his home. Then,
when the home is sold or when the person dies, they close in on the loan.
' App. A consists of a summary of the principal characteristics of the MAA programs (as well as OAA
programs) in the 27 jurisdictions.
.Both the MAA application, the forms for completion by relatives of the applicant, and related forms
currently in use in the States of Pennsylvania, Maine, and New Hampshire, are reproduced in appendix B.
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FAILY RESPONSIBILITY LAWS

One of the most criticized aspects of the means test is the "family
responsibility" provision which is found in almost all OAA programs
and, in one form or another, in the MAA programs of the following
States:
California
Connecticut
Hawaii
Illinois
Maine
Massachusetts

Michigan
New Hampshire
New York
North Dakota
Pennsylvania
Utah

When an aged applicant files for MAA in a State utilizing family
responsibility provisions, he is, in effect, often subjecting one or more
of his relatives to a means test-apart from himself. (In app. B see
the forms that must be completed by relatives.)
Perhaps no other condition attached to application for MAA is as
distressing to so many people as the requirement that specified relatives be interviewed to determine their ability to contribute to the
support of recipients. This attitude can by no means be dismissed
as simply the unwillingness of families to care for their own. The
adult child (or other relative) may have been providing a substantial
share (if not all) of the funds necessary to aid one or both parents to
live. In some cases, the applicant requests MAA help because lie
knows that the rest of his family is already burdened with heavy
obligations. When he learns that financial aid will be demanded of
other members of his family, frequently at what he knows will mean
severe hardship, he may well-and very often does, as the large body
of testimony taken by the Special Committee on Aging revealswithdraw or refuse to make application and let his medical needs go
unmet.

5. Is alien permitted?
There is a great deal of confusion and misunderstanding surrounding the question of whether the Kerr-Mills Act prohibits the States
from utilizing liens as a means of recovery from the assets of MAA
recipients.
Statements have been made to the effect that there can be no liens
taken on the property of. older people seeking help under MAA. However, the Federal provision relating to liens under MAA requires that
the State plan must:
* * * provide that no lien may be imposed against the property of any individual
prior to his death on account of medical assistance for the aged paid or to be paid
on his behalf under the plan (except pursuant to the judgment of a court on account of benefits incorrectly paid on behalf of such individual), and that there
shall be no adjustment or recovery (except, after the death of such individual
and his surviving spouse, if any, from such individual's estate) of any medical
assistance for the aged correctly paid on behalf of such individual under the plan.6

In plain language this means that the States can-and 10 of them
do-extract from the applicant the right to collect from his estate
after death. The 10 States which have such provisions are Connecticut, Illinois, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Hampshire, New York,
North Dakota, Oregon, Pennsylvania, and Utah. Some 60 percent

6Under OAA, Federal law permits use of current liens and many States make use of such provisions.
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of the total aged population in the 24 States with MAA programs are
in these 10 States.
Where an MAA recipient resides in any of the 10 States mentioned,
and possesses the type of property to which liens may be applied, he
is in effect sharing in part-or even assuming all-of the cost of the
assistance provided. His share, however, is not due until after his
death (or upon the death of his surviving spouse). Obviously, inasmuch as his assets were limited initially (in order for him to qualify
for MAA), the effect of the recovery provision is to virtually preclude
any possibility of his leaving anything to his heirs. It may be argued
that the cost of MAA care is a proper charge against the estate of
a recipient and that there is no valid reason for an aged person who
needs assistance with his medical costs to leave anything to his heirs.
Nevertheless, the prospect of such a claim on assets can be another
factor causing deferral, the foregoing or relinquishment of necessary
medical care because the governing consideration may be the desire
to leave "a little something" for the education of a grandchild or some
similar family need.
OVERRIDINa OBJECTION

TO THE USE OF LIENS OR CLAIMS

Fourteen States have apparently recognized the basic problem in
usage of recovery provisions and do not employ these devices. Ten
States, however, do make use of recovery provisions.
To today's older American the technical distinction between a lien
and a claim is just so much meaningless nonsense. Time and again,
throughout this committee's hearings and in all parts of the country,
older people made it obvious that anything which in anyway threatened their sense of free and outright ownership of the homes they had
struggled to make their own was intolerable.
Those of the younger generation who proudly lay claim to "ownership" of heavily mortgaged homes in suburbia may find this idea
strange and difficult to understand. Its existence is nonetheless a
fact, and a most important fact for the Congress to keep in mind in
evaluating programs designed to aid the elderly in a way that will
not outrage their sense of decency and dignity.
These older people with whom we are concerned grew up and
matured in a tradition of rugged Americanism in which home ownership was an objective of paramount importance. To them "ownership" meant-and means just that-outright ownership, free and
clear. "Paying off the mortgage" was the goal in life for every couple.
Its achievement, whether the home was valued at $5,000, $10,000 or
$50,000, meant that one had proved himself, had acquired the status
of a respectable, responsible, "solid" citizen.

EXPERIENCE WITH MEDICAL ASSISTANCE

FOR THE AGED

11

To many of our senior citizens, the home they own represents the
totality of their life savings. This is important of course. But even
more important is the fact that with income low or nonexistent, with
friends dead or moved away, without the satisfactions that come with
employment, an older person's ownership of his home becomes to him
the last remaining vestige of dignity, of security and of independence.
These are all too often all that gives life meaning in old age. To rob
an older person of dignity, of independence and of the feeling of security is to make of his life a mockery. The Kerr-Mills Act, itself, does
not threaten to take away the home. A claim on one's home enforcible after death does not take that home away. Yet to the elderly, it
seems to. To permit the State "to take a mortgage" on the homewhether it is or is not a mortgage in fact-is to admit defeat in life.
The intent of Kerr-Mills was to avoid the infliction of such tragedy.
6. Cost of MAA programs
Further confusion surrounds the evaluation of actual MAA expenditures and forecast of prospective expenditures. Evaluation of the
exact amount of "new" money expended under MAA is complicated
by the transfer of thousands upon thousands of aged persons from
OAA medical care programs to MAA, as well as by the transfer of
funds from other programs to MAA in order to take advantage of
more favorable matching provisions.
Forecasts of prospective expenditures are complicated by the lack of
certainty with regard to the number of jurisdictions that will ultimately implement Kerr-Mills. All indications are that new MAA programs will be few and far between unless the provision of basic protection under the social security system makes it possible for additional
States to finance MAA as a second line of defense. It is also impossible to predict how many States will apply further restrictions to their
programs in an effort to control or reduce expenditures or how many
may liberalize their MAA programs. Such changes would, of course,
affect the amount of MAA expenditures.
Total MAA payments through March 1962 were $167 million of
which the Federal share was $85 million-some 51 percent of the total.
(See table II.)
MAA payments in March 1962-18 months after passage of KerrMills-totaled $17,560,000 (see table III). This is at an annual rate of
$210 million.
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TABLE II.-Cumulative payments from inception of medical assistance for the aged
program through March 1962, by totals, Federalmatching and percentage distribution, by jurisdiction
Total payments
Jurisdiction

Total--

Began
payments

-------------------..-.

Amount

$166,899,530

New York---.----- April 1961-------79, 504, 128
Massachusetts 2.... November 1960....
52,050,342
Michigan.----------.--. do.----------18,416,345
West Virginia -------- do-----------4,494,866
California.-------- January 1962-----4,052,596
Washington.---.-..
November 1960....
1,743,668
Idaho------------ August 1961-------1,204,470
Maryland-------- Juno 1961---------- 1.013,876
North Dakota I--. August 1991.------921,848
Oklahoma.--------December 1960...763,638
South Carolina.-- August 1961 -----.
466,214
Hawaii..----------July 191.---------405, 221
Illinois----------November 1961-...
351,935
Utah.-----------September 1961....
270, 821
Pennsylvania.-. February 1962....
188,320
Kentucky.-------April 1961--------181,229
Arkansas--------October 1961
172,247
Puerto Rico '---- January 1961
168 658
Maine----------January 1962..-.-.
157,647
Louisiana-------December 1961 --.96, 343
Tennessee-------- August 1961 -----81, 772
Oregon---------January 1962--...
45, 450
Alabama.--------February 1962.__._
35,761
Virgin Islands.-. May 1961--------13, 147
New Hampshire. -- December 1961....
9.088

Percent

Federal share of payments
Cumulative
percent

100.0 47.6
31.2
11. 0
2. 7
2.4
1.0
.8
.6
.6
.5
.3
.2
.2
.2
.1
.1
.1
.1
.1
.1
(4)
(')
(4)
(4)
(4)

47.6
78. 8
89. 0
92. 6
95.0
96.0
96.8
97.4
98.0
98.4
98. 7
98.9
89.2
99. 3
99.4
99.5
99.6
99.7
99.8
99. 9
99.9
99. 9
99.9
99. 9
100.0

Amount

Percent

Cumulative
percent

$85,313,506

100.0

---.-...

39,752,064
26,025, 172
9,208, 173
3,195,002
2.026,298
871,834
858,104
506,938
667,786
510.170
372,972
216, 307
175,967
172,622
94,160
137,005
137,798
84,329
104,926
69,897
62,042
23,816
28,265
6, 574
5,287

46.6
30.5
10. 8
3. 7
2.4
1.0
1.0
.6
.8
.6
.4
.3
.2
.2
.1
.2
.2
.1
.1
.1
.1
(4)
(4)
(4)
(4)

46.6
77. 1
87. 9
91. 6
94.0
95.0
96.0
96.6
97.4
98.0
98.4
98. 7
98.9
99. 1
99.2
99.4
09.5
99.6
99.8
99.8
99.9
99.9
99.9
99. 9
100.0

1 51.12 percent of total payments.
Excludes cash payments to recipients; not subject to Federal matching. Total cash payments were:
Massachusetts, $1,634,555; North Dakota, $17,031.
' Excludes data for January through June 1961; not available.
4 Less than 0.05 percent.
NOTE.-Details may not add to totals due to independent rounding.
Source: Social Security Administration.
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TABLE III.-Jutdictions making MAA payments by amount of payments and

Federal matching, March 1962
Total payments

Jurisdiction
Amount
Total....-------------------

$17,561,531

New York--------------------Massachusetts.-----------------California...--------------------Michigan.
..---------------------West Virginia.-------------------Illinois
..------------------------Washington.--------------------Maryland.
..---------------------Pennsylvania.-------------------Idaho.
..-------------------------North Dakota-------------------Utah.--------------------------South Carolina------------------Hawaii.-------------------------Oklahoma.----------------------Arkansas.-----------------------Maine
..-------------------------Puerto Rico---------------------Louisiana.-----------------------Kentucky..--------------------Alabama----------------------Tennessee----------------------New Hampshire.-----------------.
.
Virgin Islands--------------------

8,207,361
3,198,375
2,642,215
1,405,945
377,937
230,317
203,554
185,130
175, 799
164,336
147, 965
112,178
79,029
70,531
63,261
54,560
53,901
46,931
41,776
36, 53
32,849
24,29
3,133
3,116

Federal share of payments

CumulaPercent

tive percent

Amount

Percent

Cumulative percent

100.0 ----------

$9,029,784

100.0

-..--....

46. 7
18. 2
15.0
8.0
2.2
1.3
1.2
1.1
1.0
.9
.8
.6
.5
.4
.4
.3
.3
.3
.2
.2
.2
.1
(')
(2)

4,103,680
1,599, 188
1,321,108
702.972
265,765
115,158
101,777
92,565
87,900
108,938
107. 186
71,502
63,223
37,649
42,088
43,648
35,898
23,466
30.308
27, 85
25,964
18,838
1,820
1,558

45.4
17. 7
14.6
7.8
2.9
1.3
1.1
1.0
1.0
1.2
1.2
.8
.7
.4
.5
.5
.4
.3
.3
.3
.3
.2
(2)
(2)

45 4
63.2
77.8
85.6
88.6
89.8
90.9
91.9
92.9
94. 1
95.3
96.1
96.8
97.2
97.7
98.2
98.6
98.8
99.2
99.5
99.7
99.9
99.9
100.0

46. 7
64.9
80.0
88. 0
90.1
91.5
92. 6
93.7
94. 7
95.6
96. 5
97.1
97.5
97.9
98. 3
98.6
9& 9
99.2
90.4
99.6
99.8
99.9
99.9
100.0

I Guam is reported to have begun payments in February 1962, but data were not available as to any
amounts expended.
2Less than 0.05 percent.
NoTE.-Details may not add to totals due to independent rounding. All percentages computed from
unrounded figures.
Source: Social Security Administration.

How much "new money" has Kerr-Mills MAA provided?
The Department of Health, Education, and Welfare estimates total
MAA expenditures at $215 million for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1962. Included in these payments are those expenditures resulting
from the transfer of a very substantial number of OAA recipients to
MAA. The large majority of the aged transferred to MAA were longterm nursing home cases. As nursing home care represented a significant percentage of total OAA vendor payments in those States,
the transfer resulted in a reduction in average payments under OAA.
The changed matching provisions for medical care under OAA and the MAA
program together have resulted in greater expenditures for medical care of the
indigent and medically indigent aged. In September 1960, expenditures for
vendor payments under OAA amounted to $25.3 million. In January 1962
vendor payments under OAA amounted to $29.9 million and those under MAA to
$14.9 million, a total of $44.8 million. By no means all of the $19.5 million increase represents new money, however; a part represents expenditures made as
vendor payments that were formerly made through inclusion in the money payments. In part because of such changes in method of payment, in part because
the monthly OAA caseload dropped by 93,000 between September 1960 and
January 1962 while MAA cases totaled only 65,000 in January, total expenditures
for assistance under MAA and OAA combined in January 1962 were only $13.4
million larger than OAA payments in September 1960..

Several additional factors-apart from Kerr-Mills-may have contributed to the overall rise in vendor payments made by the States;

7

"The Health Care of the Aced," Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Social Security Administration, Division of Program Research, p. 95.
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Unquestionably, the costs of medical care increased during the
period described. And, following the pattern of more than a decade,
there were States which expanded the scope and content of medical
services for persons on their relief rolls. In connection with these
last two points, it should be noted that average vendor payments had
been increasing yearly, prior to passage of Kerr-Mills in October 1960,
due, in part, to the switch of many States from "money payments"
to vendor payments. For fiscal 1960, total vendor payments increased some $65 million over fiscal 1959, and total payments in 1959
represented an increase of $56 million over fiscal 1958.
CONGRESSIONAL

INTENT?

At the end of December 1961, about one-third of all persons whose
eligibility for MAA had been approved (not to be confused with recipients) since the inception of the program were transferees from
other public assistance programs. And many of the new cases now
being listed as MAA beneficiaries would undoubtedly have received
care under OAA had Kerr-Mills not been enacted.
In effect then, in a number of States-including those with by far
the largest number of cases reported as coming under MAA-MAA
does not, in large part, represent a new program for a new group of
senior citizens.
There is nothing illegal about this procedure on the part of the
States. However, it was clearly not the intent of the Congress when
it authorized MAA that new Federal funds be used to the extent they
have been in relieving the States and communities of payments that
they were already making.' The Congress intended that this help
be extended to an entirely new group of citizens-not those already
on relief. Congress was assuming a new responsibility-not relieving the States of an existing burden.
The transfer of persons from OAA to MAA not only distorts the
number of those who are receiving MAA help who would not otherwise
have been aided, but results in financial "windfalls" to the wealthier
States and cities that were making the same care available before
enactment of Kerr-Mills. A recent report prepared for the city of
New York states:
Thus, it is known that the transfer in April 1961 of 8,600 persons in institutions from OAA to MAA will yield to the city a net gain of $4 million a year.

The report continued:
. It is unlikely that there are many residents of New York City in long-term
institutions who would qualify for public assistance status under MAA and were
not previously recipients of OAA.1o
AThe staff report of last year to the Special Committee on Aging noted:
4 out of every 5
dollars which States and local governments indicate they are planning to appropriate for their MAA programs would be dollars taken from other existing medical programs, mostly old-age assistance" ("State
Action to Implement Medical Programs for the Aged," a staff report to the Special Committee on Aging,
U.S. Senate, Apr. 8, 1961).
* This relates to the fact that the Federal Government will match vendor payments under MAA without
limitation as to maximum amount, while matching payments under OAA-both " Federal percentage" and
"Federal medical percentage"-available only up to specified maximums. For example, a State whose
"Federal percentage" and" Federal medical percentage" in the matching formulas are both at the 50-percent
level, and whose average OAA assistance payment is about $80, including an average vendor payment of
$15, will receive $49 per month in Federal funds for each recipient of OAA. If its nursing home payments
under OAA are $200 a person a month, the Federal share of this payment is $49. But if the nursing home
patient is transferred to MAA, the Federal grant then becomes $100 instead of $49. Thus, instead of spending $151 a month of its funds per nursing home recipient, the State will have to spend only $100 of its own
funds with the Federal Government picking up the difference.
10"Health Services for the Aged in New York City," prepared for the Health Research Council, City of
New York, March 1962.
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TABLE IV.-Medical assistance for the aged: Cases opened by type of previous

assistance, if any, October 1960 to December 1961

State

Total
cases
opened

Assistance received previously

OAA

AB,
APTD,

New cases
GA'

ADC I

Total .

.

166, 851
..---------------------------

45,900

0
2,103
..-----------------------------Arkansas.
148
397
...--------------------------------Hawaii
977
..
..--------------------------------- 1,663
Idaho
0
696
.
..--------------------------------Illinois
0
5,294
.
..----------------------------.
Kentucky.
0
110
.------------------------------Louisiana
0
244
..---------------------------------Maine.
0
7,524
Maryland -----------------------------18, 439
29,191
Massachusetts -------------------------2,743
..----------------------------- 14,557
Michigan . .
0
66
New Hampshire--------------------------22, 768
54,910
New York.------------------------------786
.-------------------------1,042
.
North Dakota
0
..----------------------------- 2,589
.
Oklahoma.
10
2,852
Oregon --------------------------------0
2641
South Carolina --------------------------0
2,441
Tennessee -----------------------------0
582
Utah -..----------------------------------0
365
Virgin Islands.---------------------------29
3, 649
Washington----------------------------0
33,931
West Virginia---------------------------

1,574
0
0
51
0
0
0
0
0
443
85
0
701
0
0
92
0
0
198
1
3
0

600
0
0
0
0
180
0
0
0
70
258
0
82
0
0
4
0
0
0
0
6
0

' Aid to the Blind, Aid to the Permanently and Totally Disabled, Aid to Dependent Children.
'General Assistance.
Source: Bureau of Family Services, Social Security Administration.

118,777
2,103
249
635
696
5, 114
110
244
7,524
10,239
11,471
66
31,319
256
2,589
2,748
2,6145
2,441
384
364
3,6811
33,931

CHAPTER II
ACHIEVEMENTS IN RELATION TO THE CLAIMS
After 18 months it is important that the realities of the implementation of Kerr-Mills be assessed against the advance claims, hopes, and
expectations. Such an assessment is justifiably undertaken m order
to determine the extent to which congressional hopes have been
realized.
Following are the actualities measured against the claims and
expectations:
1. "An immediate answer to the problem"
The report of the Senate Finance Committee (No. 1856, p. 2,
Aug. 19, 1960) stated:
In summary, the bill as reported by the committee represents a realistic and
workable plan. States can take advantage of its provisions in part or in whole
almost immediately upon enactment. The financial incentive in the plan should
enable every State to improve and extend medical services to aged persons.

The statement of the committee that States could take prompt
advantage of Kerr-Mills was certainly true. It was widely interpreted, however, as meaning that States would do so and that medical
care for millions of the elderly would thus become available much
more promptly than if a program providing health insurance under
the Social Security System had been enacted.
.Subsequent claims of the American Medical Association also repeated this theme of "almost immediately upon enactment" stressing
this as an advantage over the Social Security proposal, which contemplated an effective date about 1 year after enactment.

years have passed since the enactment of the KerrMore than 1%Y
Mills legislation, and slightly more than one-half of the States are
still -without functioning MAA programs. A different theme is now
heard. Those who regard the inadequate implementation of the
Kerr-Mills Act with a jaundiced eye are now told that it takes time
for the States to act: "The State legislative mills grind slowly."
Is this explanation valid or acceptable? The legislatures of all
States now have had an opportunity to consider legislation designed
to establish MAA programs.
In the main, then, those States that were willing and capable of
establishing MAA programs have acted. Inasmuch as most State
legislatures do not meet in even-numbered years, those States that
failed to take the steps necessary to establish an MAA program by
December 31, 1961, are highly unlikely to act during 1962. With the
exception of the General Assembly of Virginia which, earlier this year
at its regular session, authorized an MAA program which will take
effect January 1, 1964, no other State has enacted enabling legislation during 1962.'
I The New Jersey Legislature is presently considering an MAA program.
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Indeed, "the mills grind slowly." However such a feeble explanation with its vague promise of action at an unknown future time is
neither meaningful nor acceptable to those with whom we are concerned-to the elderly of today who cannot wait for many tomorrows.
Had a Federal social insurance program then been enacted, it would
now be in effect throughout the United States. Were such a program
enacted now, the date at which its benefits would be available to all
those covered would be fixed and known.
2. "Provides help Jor all who need it"
Repeatedly, during the past 1% years, it has been asserted that
Kerr-Mills would effectively help all the aged who need assistance
with the various costs of medical care-that, in addition to those
persons on old-age assistance rolls, it wouldprotect all other senior citizens who cannot meet the costs of a serious or longlasting illness.

This claim obviously cannot be accepted by the 7 million citizens
over age 65 who reside in States that have not as yet established MAA
programs.
And, with regard to those States which have established MAA
programs, can it possibly be maintained that all of their citizens who
are age 65 and over and in urgent need of assistance with their medical
expenses, have MAA available to them? The question of whether
MAA is rapidly becoming effective is not just a matter of whether
States have inaugurated programs-it is also one of scope.
INCOME AND ASSETs LIMITATIONS

The income and assets tests of most of the States rigidly limit the
number of medically indigent who are eligible for MAA. As table
V on page 19 shows, all of the States which specify dollar amounts
have annual income ceilings of $1,800 or less for eligibility for individuals-with eight specifying $1,200 or less. In general the tests for
couples are only half as much again. Doesn't this stretch too far the
application of the adage that "two can live as cheaply as one,"
when the "two" are past 65 and faced with heavy medical expenses?
In at least 15 States 2 the limitations on annual income alone tend
to be more rigid than those applicable to applicants for OAA. For
example, an elderly individual with an income of $1,500 whose anticipated needs amount to $2,000 might be considered eligible for medical
care under the relief program. In the same State, however, the
individual with this same income would automatically be "cut off"
from MAA assistance regardless of his needs. The reason for this is
that in most instances, under OAA, needs are weighed against total
resources available. Under MAA, with arbitrary "cutoff" points,
they are not.
Arbitrary predetermined "cutoffs," while simplifying somewhat the
task of determining eligibility, do not take into account existing debts
for medical care or anticipated medical costs. Thus, in a State with
an income limit of $1,200, an aged individual with an income of
$1,300 a year who has a heart condition which necessitates medical
and nursing home care costing $3,000 or $4,000 a year is ineligible for
medical assistance under the MAA program.
' Alabama, Arkansas, Blinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Michigan, New Hampshire,
Oklahoma, Oregon, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, and West Virginia.
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Is there not a basic inequity in any "hard and fast" test which
rules that an individual with income of $1,199 is "in" for full benefits
while another with income of $1,201 is "out," and not entitled to any
benefits whatsoever? The trend in congressional thinking is away
from such "in or out" tests, as evidenced by the relatively recent
introduction of a sliding-scale of pension benefits under veterans legislation and by the significant change in the retirement test under social
security (to pay $1 in benefits for each $2 of earnings above the
exempt amount).
In States such as Connecticut, Hawaii, Idaho, Massachusetts, New
York, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, and Washington, where there is
considerably more flexibility under MAA in relating the income and
assets of an applicant to his needs, there is, however, another problem.
This arises from the fact that the determination of the extent to
which need exceeds resources (or vice versa) is heavily dependent
upon the individual judgment of the investigator. Judgments of a
broad nature, sometimes required, can result in lack of uniformity of
treatment in the handling of relatively parallel cases.
TABLE V.-Limitations on annual income affecting eligibility for MAA
State

Aged
individual

Aged
couple

'$2,600
'$1,800
......---------------------------------------------------New York '2....-42,400
41,800
.......---------------------------------------------------------Illinois..
32,200
$1,550
....-----------------------------------------------------Connecticut...--3,000
1,500
West Virginia...............................................1--------------2,500
1,500
.....--------------------------------------------------------Michigan...2,4 00
1 500
. .-- --..-- -- --- - --.-------- ---- --------- ---------. --. -- -'2,100
'51,500
a. ---------------------------------------------------------Lisiana
P e n n.
2,100
1,500
Maine...........----------------------------------------------------------2,000
1,500
...-------------------------------------------------------......
Oklahoma.
2,000
01,500
2,040
1,320
U
1,800
1,200
..--------------------------------------------------------..
...
Alabama....
1,800
1,200
......-------------------------------------------------------...Kentucky.
1,800
1,200
...---------------------------------------------------New Hampshire......
1,800
1,200
....--------------------------------------------------North Dakota ''
1,500
1,200
-------------------Arkans -----------------------------------6 1,5W
'01,140
-----------------------------------------------------------Mlad
1,800
1,000
--- .....--------------------------------------------------Carolina
1, 5
1,00
..-----------------------------------------------------...-.
.
Tennessee iof
the
cost
California: Estimated average monthly income over next 12 months not expected to exceed
7
medical care plus cost of maintenance as determined by old-age standard of assistance.
Hawaii: Income insufficient to meet standards of assistance established for MAA including nonmedical
and medical items.'
Idaho: 5 Income and resources sufficient to meet the costs of basic requirements, plus $600.'
Massachusetts:1 2 Income and resources sufficient to meet the costs of necessary medical services as
determined by the department of welfare.
to cover basic needs, as measured by the department of welfare standard
Washington: Income sdent
of assistance.
'The income limits shown are applicable to persons applying for assistance in paying for medical services
itals.
other than in nursing homes or chronic care
' The amounts indicated are those considere necessary for living expenses and are excluded from concare.
of
medical
costs
the
to
meet
available
as
being
sideration
* An additional $150 per individual and $250 per couple are allowed to cover health insurance policy premiums.
&After deduction of health insurance premiums.
AAn additional $180 per individual and $300 per couple are allowed for persons with hospitalization insurance. Income in excess of these maximums disqualifies for physician's services. For hospital care, income
in excess of these amounts but less than $3,000 per individual or $3,900 per couple shall be applied to the hospital bill. Income in excess of latter amounts disqualified for hospital care.
* These are the maximums applicable in the 6 largest counties. In 18 other counties, they are $1,080 and
istandard for basic items and special need is $166 a month.
SMximum
Approximately $50 per month above the standards of assistance of OAA.
Nonexempt assets in excess of $2,000 but less than $10,000 are considered to be available for income.
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TABLE VI.-Ceilings on assets for eligibilityfor MAA, in addition to home ownership
Maximum value of
asset holdings
State

Maximum excludes I

Real property

Individual

Couple

U tah ..-.-..-.-----$10,000
Oregon.....------ ...5,000
Arkansas........
2,800
2,500
---Maryland.
North Dakota---2,000
22,000
Idaho...........
2,000
Massachusetts......-Illinois..........
1,800
Pennsylvania.-.....
1,500
Michigan --------1,500
California.----'1,200
Alabama.........
1,000
Louisiana.--.-.-----1, 000

$10,000
5,000
3, 100
2,500
2,000
22,000
3,000
2,400
2,400
2,000
'2,000
1,000
1,500

1, 000

Tennessee.
.-----..-1, 000
West Virginia..--.-.1. 000
Connecticut..------7900
7 900
New York ---Kentucky ---700
Oklahoma.----700
M aine------500

1, 500
1,00

5 10, 000
64,000

7 1, 300
715,300

1,000
1,000
800

New Hampshire..-

00

800

South Carolina -----

500

800

Producing

Not for
Income

Other Surrender
income- value of
produc- life ining
surance
assets

.........
.........
.........

---------....--.--.
....----.-

.........
(3)
---.-.--.-

5, 000

Household and
personal
effects

V ----------------------

----------

$1,000
$1, 000
$1,000 {or 1,0
1,500
(*)

1,00
for 2,000

*W
1,0

}-.....-.
C

)

or 1, 00

(C.) ..
(*)

5,000

-------) -- or (*)1, O00
()
or 1,000
4, 000
1, 000
or 1,5600

----------

500
or 800
00
or 800

Automobile

or 4, 800
--------

500
3,000

------

(*)
(.. )

.

(C)-- --

}1.00
NC

Hawaii: All assets are considered as available for payment of medical care'except real property (value not
exceeding $150), and automobile 4 years old or older or when necessary for essential transportation.
Washington: All assets are considered as available for payment of medical care, except household and
personal effects, life insurance cash surrender value up to $500, and an automobile.
I The maximum value of the excluded resource is shown if stated in the plan; if not, an asterisk is used
to show that the State excludes some or all of the asset. Where 2 amounts are given, the smaller amount
is the limit for single persons, the larger for couples.
2Resources between $2,000 and $10,000 are considered to be available for income. In excess of $10,000,
they disqualify an applicant for MAA.
3 Owner of real property other than home disqualifies.
' Includes net value of idle real property.
* Minus value of home.
* Assessed value, including homestead.
7 Assets in excess of these limits are considered available for medical expenses.
8 Cash value of first $1,000 face value is excluded for single persons and of first $2,000 face value for married
couples.
0 Inclusive, for "income producing" and "not for income" property.

There are other uneven results when eligibility for MAA benefits
depends upon tests of income and assets. Income limitations are
decided deterrents to an individual who might otherwise exercise
some earning power but who, if he did so, would become ineligible
for MAA. Similarly, limitations on assets serve as incentives to
transfer and disposal of such assets by aged persons-prior to any
actual need for MAA-so as to preserve capital for either themselves
or their families while at the same time achieving eligibility. For
example, would it not be advisable for the aged individual who is not
in immediate need of medical care to take his savings (nonexempt)
and pay off the mortgage of his house (exempt)?
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There is also the problem of providing MAA to eligibles in time for
it to be effective. A number of States, notably West Virginia, have
attempted to cope with this problem by means of "precertification"that is, the determination of eligibility prior to actual need. As
mentioned previously, the State's department of welfare was accused
of trying to sabotage MAA by "soliciting" potential recipients. But,
in order to provide "help to all who need it," is it not necessary to
provide it in time to do the maximum good?
Precertification of eligibility is valuable in at least two regards.
The aged person in need of medical assistance will seek early and
timely care if he knows that he has been declared eligible for MAA
benefits. On the other hand, uncertainty of eligibility and the
possible incurring of major expense (almost any expense is a "major"
charge on the limited resources of the aged) will frequently deter the
seeking of the early care .that prevents or minimizes serious illness.
In addition, precertification aids in preserving the so-frequently
meager assets of the aged. If application is made subsequent to the
onset of illness, the individual may very well have exhausted all of
his resources by the time he applies or is certified as eligible for MAA.
At that point, instead of being "medically indigent" he is simply
"indigent." He is on relief. MAA was supposed to keep people off
relief. As table VII indicates, illness and the need for medical care
have been major causal factors behind the presence of so many of
our aged citizens on old-age assistance rolls.
TABLE VII.-Old-age assistance: Distributionof cases opened by reasons for opening,
by Social Security status, 25 States, January-June1961
Reason for opening
All cases

.

Total opened

..----------------------------------------..

100

100

100

31

39

21

Recipient's earnings reduced because of illness, injury, or
impairment
.
..-----------------------------------------11
Assets exhausted to meet medical care.--------------------7
Increased need for medical care (with no material change
in income or resources)---------------------------------13

11
9

9
7

Total involving health problems------------------------------

Other reasons.....--------------------------------------------

-

-

Receiving
Not receiving
Social SeeSocial Security benefits rity benefits

69

19

9

61

75

Source: Bureau of Family Services, Social Security Administration, "Reasons for Opening and Closing
Public Assistance Cases," January-June 1961. (In process.)

Precertification of eligibility would, of course, be built into any
social security approach to the problem.
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY

The problem of prompt and timely determination of eligibility for
MAA is further compounded by the complexity of the eligibility requirements-the means test I and variations in definitions of medical
conditions covered. These, in conjunction with the complexity of the
limitations on benefits, make it virtually impossible for a person to
aRecognizing this problem, Senator Dirksen has proposed an amendment (S. 2811) which would provide

that an applicant's statement as to his financial status, if made under oath, shall be "presumed to be factually correct for.purposes of determining his eligibility." While passage of this amendment might expedite
certification of eligibility, it'would not, of course, eliminate investigation of the applicant's financial status
to evaluate the accuracy of the statements made under oath.
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understand his rights. It is very doubtful that a person would know
whether he can get help or not-there is no feeling of security in a
situation of this kind. Lack of understanding leads to failure to
apply in many cases which could qualify and, as a result, needed care
is foregone. Why should a full investigation of resources be invited
by someone who isn't exactly sure as to what the rules are, and who
is uncertain as to whether he qualifies for aid?
UNEVEN AND INEQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION oF FEDERAL FUNDS

Assuming that a medically indigent individual resides in a State
that has an MAA program, his ability to qualify for aid, and the
amount of assistance available, will, nevertheless, depend upon which
State he lives in rather than upon the extent of need for or cost of
medical care.
The payment of Federal funds to any State depends upon whether

the State has a program and how extensive its program is. With
the "open ended" formula for Federal matching in the MAA program,
the wealthier States most able to raise funds for their own share of a
comprehensive program with liberal eligibility requirements are able
to secure the greater amounts in Federal matching funds. In MAA,
at present, the ability of the wealthier States to raise money means
that, in fact, and despite the intended advantage offered to the lowerincome States in the matching formula, the lower-income States are
placed at a disadvantage. Certainly, under the MAA program, some
of the States with the lowest per capita incomes are contributing to
MAA programs in the wealthier States and their people are receiving
nothing or relatively little in return.
Almost 90 percent of all MAA expenditures are being made in just
four States-California, New York, Massachusetts, and Michigan.
Together, these four States have an aged population of approximately
4,400,000-about 25 percent of the U.S. total. (Because they are
relatively high-income States they can be expected to have an even
smaller proportion of the needy aged population.) In this context,
a recent report 4 issued by the State of New York notes:
* * * 54 percent of the total MAA funds spent throughout the Nation in a 10month period have been expended for services in New York State.

Only 10 percent of the Nation's aged reside in New York State. The
fact that New York receives only the minimum Federal medical percentage grant-50 percent-further highlights the far greater fiscal
ability of the richer States to utilize MAA grants.
The four States mentioned are utilizing large amounts of their own
funds as well as Federal MAA funds in an effort to provide their
medically needy with adequate medical care. Significantly, the

Governors of all four States have strongly endorsed a program of
health insurance financed through the Social Security System as the
only long-term solution to the problem of providing adequate health
care for the senior citizens of the Nation.
The disproportionate sharing of MAA payments may well continue
over the long run. For example, in the half year from June to
December 1961, the number of jurisdictions making MAA payments

doubled (from 9 to 18), but the proportion of total MAA payments
"Medical Assistance for the Aged in New York State, a Report Based Upon Experience Under 1961
State Legislation," Mar. 1962.
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made by New York, Massachusetts, and Michigan remained relatively constant-93.8 percent in June and 92.4 percent in December.
The disparity, illustrated above, will become somewhat less glaring
with fuller operation of MAA programs in other large States such as
California, Illinois, and Pennsylvania. Nonetheless, the basic imbalance and disproportionate participation in MAA will continue to be
striking as between those States with high per capita incomes and those
with lower incomes. While the object of the Kerr-Mills formula wvas
to increase the relative flow of Federal funds to the low per capita
income States, the effect has been virtually the opposite. Those
States which cannot afford to implement Kerr-Mills, or which can only
implement nominally, are the low-income States. The real flow of
funds is to the wealthier States. The Federal share comes from
general revenues to which all States-including those which cannot
afford Kerr-Mills-have contributed. The 12 States with the lowest
per capita incomes in the Nation contribute slightly more than 10 percent of total Federal taxes 5-in March 1962 the total Federal return in
MAA matching funds to those of the 12 States that participate in
MAA amounted to only some 6% percent of total Federal MAA grants.
Thus, Mississippi which contributes one-half of 1 percent of Federal
taxes received no Federal MAA money in March, while New York,
which pays some 13 percent of taxes received more than 45 percent of
the total Federal grants.
RELATIVELY

FEW

HELPED

In discussing "areas of confusion" with regard to MAA terminology,
the importance of distinguishing between "true" MAA cases and
"relief" cases was stressed. Now it is time to turn to the question
of absolute numbers-the number who actually receive MAA help in
relation to our more than 17 million older citizens.
In view of the restrictive eligibility characteristics and uneven
distribution of resources among those States which have MAA programs, it is not surprising that relatively few aged persons are being
aided. In evaluating table VIII, which shows the number of beneficiaries of MAA during March 1962, it should be borne in mind that
the total is also very much affected by the scope of care available in
each of the States. That is, if a State does not include nursing home
care, for example, in its Kerr-Mills MAA program (as in the case in
Alabama, Illinois, Kentucky, Maryland, New Hampshire, Tennessee,
and Maine), or makes other such exclusions of important types of
care, or has severe limitations on those types of care that are provided,
the number of persons who can be aided by MAA is sharply restricted.
(A discussion of the benefits provided under the various MAA programs is contained in the section which follows.)
It was the hope of the Congress that all States would, ultimately,
fully implement MAA. Such complete institution of MAA programs
could, it was believed, provide potential protection to as many as 10
million aged persons. As Senator Kerr expressed it, during discussion
5Based upon fiscal year 1960. As calculated by Tax Foundation, Inc., and published in "Facts and Figures
on Government Finance."
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THE NONDRAMATIC IMPACT OF MAA IN MARCH 1962
17,000,000 aged persons in Nation
88,000 elderly received MAA help
Only J of 1 percent of Nation's aged helped by MAA

TABLE VIII.-Number of beneficiaries in jurisdictions making MAA payments
March 1962
Actual
number of
MAA beneficiaries

Jurisdiction

Total --.

Aged popu- Percent of
lation in
aged populaState I
tion receiving
MAA help

88,264
..--------------------------------------------

160
Alabama --.-----------------------------------------------Arkansas --.-----------------------------------------------981
California --------------------------------------------------11,236
Hawaii ----------------------------------------------------270
1,107
Idaho ----------------------------------------------------Illinois ------------------------------------------------------469
1,609
Kentucky
--------------------------------------------Louisiana --.----------------------------------------------219
.
..-------------------------------------------------190
Maine.
.
.
4,038
Maryland -------------------------------------------------19,461
Massachusetts ----------------------------------------------4,621
----------------------------------------------Michigan 37
----------------------------------------New Hampshire
30,398
.--- ----New York .---------691
-------------------------------------------North Dakota
Oklahoma ----------------------------------------------240
Oregon
---------------------------------------------()
947
Pennsylvania -------------------------------------------1,606
Puerto Rico -------------------------------------------634
South Carolina ------------------------------------------343
Tennessee ----------------------------------------------587
Utah --------------------------------------------------109
Virgin Islands -------------------------------------------740
Washington --------------------------------------------7,571
.
..------------------------------------------West Virginia

9,778,000

0.90

269,000
198,000
1,447,000
30,000
60,000
1,009,000
299,000
252,000
108,000
236,000
585,000
668,000
68,000
1,754,000
59,000
256,000
191,000
1, 163,000
127,000
165,000
318,000
62,000
2,000
288,000
174,000

.06
.50
.78
.90
1.84
.05
.54
.09
.18
1.71
3.33
.69
.05
1.73
1.17
.09
(2)

.08
1.26
.41
.11
.95
4.84
.26
4.40

I Based upon preliminary population estimates by Social Security Administration, as of Dec. 31, 1961.
2 Oregon reported payments in January and February 1962, but none in March 1962.

of the report of the Committee on Finance which accompanied the
Kerr-Mills bill:
I understand there are 16 million people in the country over 65. On the old-age
assistance rolls are 2,400,000 and under that part of the bill would be immediately
eligible for this program. That leaves 13,600,000. The Finance Committee
estimated that about 10 million of these might be in the position of needing medical
care which they could not provide. This bill sets up a program to provide medical
care for those of that group who need it.6

While not every one of the medically indigent requires medical
services each year, a very substantial proportion do. As many as
one of every six aged persons requires hospitalization each year-and
an even greater proportion require the services of physicians and need
prescribed drugs.
The actual number of States implementing MAA, and, in general,
the quality of implementation, as reflected in the relatively few aged
persons helped, sharply contrast with the hopes of the Congress.
S. "Its benefits are unlimited"
The statement above is a direct quotation from an advertisement
of the American Medical Association. The clear sense of much of
the testimony offered in support of the Kerr-Mills legislation prior
to its passage was to the same effect. As far as MAA is concerned,
0The

Congressional Record, August 15, 1960, p. 15242.
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the benefits could, theoretically, be virtually "unlimited," because of
the "open ended" matching offer of the Federal Government. The
reach of the Federal offer, however, far exceeds the grasp of the
States. Virtually every State excludes or restricts benefits for at
least one, or in many instances several, major areas of medical expense.
Of the 24 States and 3 territories with programs in effect on June
1, 1962, only 3-Hawaii, Massachusetts, and North Dakota-have
plans that can be classified as "comprehensive" in terms of the
definition established by the Bureau of Family Services of the Social
Security Administration.
Various standards have been established in efforts to determine
whether a program is "comprehensive."
The standard of measurement which is probably the most satisfactory is that applied by the
Bureau of Family Services:
The "comprehensive" programs have been defined as those which include all
five kinds of services 7 with no significant limitations on illnesses needing care
or the extent of care given. "Intermediate" programs can have either (a) five
kinds of services, with important restrictions on one or more or (b) three or
four services, with significant qualifications affecting one or more. "Minimal"
programs provide two of the five kinds of care, with or without limitations.

According to these criteria, the Bureau of Family Services rates
the 27 plans as follows:
Comprehensive.-Hawaii, Massachusetts, North Dakota.
Intermediate.-(a) Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Washington, West
Virginia, and (b) Guam, Idaho, Michigan, Kentucky, New York, South Carolina,
Louisiana, Oklahoma, Maryland, Oregon, Virgin Islands, Pennsylvania, Utah.
Minimal.-Alabama, Illinois, Maine, Puerto Rico, New Hampshire, Tennessee.

In a survey undertaken by the Tax Foundation I during late
January, six of 24 MAA programs were classified as providing "comprehensive" services, defined as: "full medical services, no limit on
length of hospital stay or readmission; nursing home care after
hospitalization." The six programs thus classified were those of
Hawaii, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Hampshire, North Dakota,
and Oregon.
As indicative of the difference in standards of classification, it is
perhaps sufficient to note that the Tax Foundation's definition of a
comprehensive program does not include prescribed drugs or dental
care-elements of medical expense that loom so large in the budgets
of the aged.
Comprehensiveness is an essential element of a good medical
program not just because it meets a broad range of medical expense,
but because it is the only way of assuring "appropriateness" of care.
That is, the physician caring for the aged person may select the most
appropriate site and type of treatment-be it care at home, hospital,
or nursing home.
Obviously any national program purporting to offer unlimited benefits would necessarily have to offer such comprehensiveness in allnot just three-States.

7

The five services are (1) hospital care; (2) physicians' services; (3) nursing home care; (4) prescribed
drugs; and (5) dental care.
6 "The Cost of State Finances and Medical Care Programs for the Aged," prepared for the 20th annual
meeting, National Taxpayers' Conference and Tax Foundation Conference on Federal Affairs.
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PROVISIONS FOR HOSPITAL

CARE

All of the 27 jurisdictions with MAA programs in effect as of May
1 afforded some in-patient hospital care to their eligibles. Of these
jurisdictions ' 14 limited the number of days of care provided and/or
the types of conditions covered:
Alabama
Arkansas
California
Idaho
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine

New Hampshire
Oklahoma
Oregon
South Carolina
Tennessee
Utah
Washington

The limitations and restrictions can be quite severe. For example,
Kentucky provides 6 days of care per admission "for acute, emergency
and life endangering" conditions only; New Hampshire offers 11 days
per admission, with a maximum of only $75 for necessary and often
expensive ancillary services (such as cost of operating room, X-rays,
and drugs); Oregon provides up to 14 days per year with the recipient
paying $7.50 per day for the first 10 days; and Idaho makes available
14 days per admission for acute conditions and emergencies only.
Restricting the provision of care to cases of "acute, emergency, and
life endangering" conditions may have very serious consequences.
Aged persons suffering from chronic conditions such as diabetes,
nephritis, arthritis, or cardiovascular disorders probably would not
qualify for Kerr-Mills MAA help in States with such restrictions,
until their conditions become extreme. And lack of medical care
contributes to the probability that such conditions will become "acute
and life endangering." Chronic conditions are especially prevalent
among the aged. Persons 65 and over are twice as likely to suffer
chronic conditions as those under 65.
In the context of the need for continuing care-the restorative and
therapeutic treatment called for in such cases that prevents acute
episodes and major after effects-the limitations of these MAA programs are unsound both in medical and human terms.
THE EFFECT OF DEDUCTIBLES

The use of a flat deductible, or contributory payment as illustrated
by the Oregon benefit for hospital care, limits the scope of care for
which payment is made by some MAA plans. In some States the
applicant is ineligible for assistance, regardless of actual need or ability
to pay the deductible until the deductible conditions have been met.
For example, the limited scope of care in Tennessee is further narrowed
by the fact that hospital care expenses are not assumed by the State
under MAA unless the applicant first incurs hospital expenses of over
$25 in a fiscal year. Connecticut's program requires that an applicant
obligate himself to pay $100 in medical care costs during the year.
Illinois will make payments only for medical care costs which exceed
10 percent of the combined assets and annual income of the applicant
and his dependents. Oregon sets a different deductible for each type
of medical services, $50 a benefit year for physicians' services, etc.
(the deductible applicable to hospital care has already been noted).
* Appendix O summarizes the scope and content of services, asof October 1961, provided by the 21Jurisdictions with MAA programs at that date.
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California covers hospital care only after 30 days of hospital or nursing
care in a licensed medical institution. As a practical matter, the
medically indigent person in California, assuming he had little or
no resources available for hospital bills, would have virtually no
alternative but to spend the first 30 days in a county hospital.
In a medical care program such as MAA, where the scope should be
broad in terms of the number of people covered and the medical
services provided, the use of a deductible works the greatest hardship
on those most in need, while those least in need might find the raising
of the sum of the deductible no great barrier. It is quite logical
to assume that those aged persons who are most needy are the least
likely to have health insurance or relatives who are willing and able to
provide for part of their medical needs. Therefore, such restrictions
work to the decided disadvantage of those people for whom the
program is really designed. It is recognized that some-but not
all-of the proposals for hospital insurance under social security
include provisions for deductibles. However, in any program necessitating the taking of a "means" test to establish inadequacy of
resources, such as Kerr-Mills MAA does, the use of deductibles is
contradictory, self-defeating, and indefensible.
The use of deductible provisions often functions to deter necessary
care as opposed to "unnecessary" care. When limited resources are
available for basic necessities such as food, clothing, and shelter, the
eligible aged individual would tend to postpone necessary medical
care in order to apply the $25, $50, or $100 toward those other necessities. Such effect does not encourage the early and timely care that
prevents and minimizes serious illness. The problem thus becomes
one not of "overutilization" of services but rather one of "underutilization."
The basic answer to controlling "unnecessary" usage of services
is not the imposition of fiscal controls upon the medically indigent
which force the individual to judge the necessity and urgency of care
in relation to his financial situation. The answer lies in the use of
medical controls whereby the aged person's physician and the physicians who comprise medical review boards are responsible for the
decisions as to the necessity, appropriateness, and duration of medical
care.
It is on the personal physician of the individual that we must place
first reliance for seeing to it that a progam of medical care is not
exploited. It is the physician and only the physician who can decide
whether a patient should be hospitalized and for how long. The
problems of unnecessary hospitalzation or overly prolonged hospitalization, of unnecessary surgery or unduly prolonged care are
problems involving the whole of the population and of concern to all
of our communities. Any pretense at solving such problems by introducing a financial control on the patient is patently an evasion.
It means simply that the virtually penniless patient may be and is
denied care regardless of his medical need whereas the patient to
whom the deductible cost is not a burden may get the care, undergo
the surgery, or occupy a badly needed hospital bed regardless of his
medical need.
Controls over these problems must be professional, not lay; ethical,
not financial. It is not sound public policy to encourage the medical
profession to avoid this responsibility by pretending to have solved
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the problem through placement of a financiallbarrier between the
patient and the care he may need. In fact, the deductible serves
only to bar the poorer patient. In no way does it deter a physician
from authorizing the provision of unnecessary services for those who
can pay the deductible charges, for whatever services the physician
may be willing to let the patient believe he needs, or for services
which the physician believes are not needed but which he will countenance. Such actions in effect constitute the perpetration of a fraud
on the medical care fund. This behavior cannot be justified simply
because he or his patient find it more convenient or because the
physician is afraid of losing his patient to another more complacent,
less ethical physician.
We repeat: The prevention of overutilization or exploitation of a
medical care program-whether it be Kerr-Mills, Blue Cross, commercial insurance, or the Veterans' Administration program-is a
responsibility first of the individual doctor and, secondly, of the
medical profession. Concern is often expressed over the possibility
that individual physicians will succumb to the temptation of hospitalizing people unnecessarily for the convenience of the physician or
patient, or the pocketbook of the physician or patient. It is on the
physician's colleagues, functioning on medical review boards, that
we must rely for the imposition of proper and effective disciplinary
controls over the presumably few malefactors or irresponsible people
in the profession. Any suggestion that a "deductible," a financial
bar to utilization of services, solves this problem of medical ethics
is sheer nonsense.
Both the American Hospital Association and Blue Cross have
urged hospitals to establish review boards. The desirability of such
committees is virtually self-evident. Doctors-not dollars-should
determine the appropriateness and availability of medical care.
NURSING HOME CARE

Only 18 of the 27 jurisdictions include care in nursing homes as
part of their MAA programs:
Arkansas
California
Connecticut
Hawaii
Idaho
Louisiana
Massachusetts
Michigan
New York

North Dakota
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico
South Carolina
Utah
Washington
West Virginia

Most of these States limited the provision of such care with respect
to the maximum payments and Michigan, Oklahoma, Oregon, and
South Carolina limit the number of days covered.
A number of States set maximum limits on payments to nursing
homes-$90 monthly in Arkansas, $100 monthly in West Virginia,
and $150 monthly in South Carolina, for example. Such limitations
make it virtually impossible to provide nursing home care of a
character beyond mere custodial care. Skilled and high-quality
nursing home care is expensive-limited payments in behalf of MAA
eligibles (and OAA recipients, as well) lead to toleration of marginal
nursing homes and discourage the growth of nursing homes that can
effectively meet the range of needs of the aged.
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It might well be contended that on its face it is misrepresentation
to say "nursing" care is being provided in return for payment of
$100 to $150 a month. In fact, the question may be justifiably raised
as to whether the Federal Government should contribute to such
payments under what Congress created to be a medical care program.
Custodial care is not medical care. To hide sick elderly people away
in institutions which cannot possibly be providing the skilled nursing
care they need and to pretend that we have thereby met their medical
needs is to engage in a most hypocritical form of self-deception.
SERVICES

PHYSICIANS'

Twenty-five of the 27 jurisdictions include one or more types of
physicians' services in their programs. The exceptions are Puerto
Rico and Tennessee.
Where such services are provided, care rendered in the office, home
or out-patient department of a hospital is generally limited in terms
of visits or services in a given period. The kinds of conditions for
which care will be provided are also often limited. By way of illustration, the coverage of physicians' services in Idaho combines the
several elements of restriction and limitation: No provision is made
for physicians' services rendered to an MAA eligible who receives
care in hospital or in the outpatient department of the hospital; office
and/or home calls are covered for acute conditions only-to the
extent of two visits per month for both types; one call per month is
covered for a recipient who is in a nursing home; and one eye examination is authorized per six-month period.
DENTAL CARE

Thirteen of the 27 jurisdictions provide some dental services:
Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Guam, Hawaii, Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Virgin Islands,
Washington, and West Virginia. Care is frequently provided only
for cases of acute infection, and emergencies and the services available
are usually restricted to fillings and extractions even though a major
health need of the aged is for dentures to replace extracted teeth.
PRESCRIBED

DRUGS

Despite the fact that aged persons spend more than twice as much,
on the average, for medicines as does the entire population, and
despite the fact that almost 25 percent of the per capita health
expenditures of aged persons is made for drugs, only 15 of the 27
jurisdictions make any provision for such costs in their MAA programs:
Arkansas

Massachusetts

Connecticut
Guam
Hawaii
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maryland

North Dakota
Tennessee
Virgin Islands
Washington
West Virginia

California

New York

Arkansas limits the amount payable for prescribed drugs to $5
monthly; up to $5 monthly is allowed toward those items prescribed
in a nursing home. Louisiana provides drug coverage only for
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MAA recipients in nursing homes. Washington affords drug benefits
only when the prescriptions relate to "acute and life-endangering
conditions."
In summary then, the benefits available-when available-under
the various MAA programs are very definitely not "unlimited." As
may also be observed, the various limitations and restrictions (apart
from the exclusions) are not determined by the actual needs of the
aged person but, in fact, by the available financial resources of each
State.
4. "A sensible workable solution to the problem of providingfull medical
care to all the elderly who need such care"
Reference to the Kerr-Mills Act as "a sensible workable solution"
to the broad and complex problem of provision of care for the medically
needy aged, implies that all States are capable of adopting MAA
programs. Such thinking completely ignores the fact that many
States are unable-even with substantial help from the Federal
Government-to adequately finance the health needs or even the
basic living requirements of their most indigent aged.
MAA was intended as an expansion beyond the old-age assistance
program. It was intended to be a liberal measure that would aid
those aged persons with incomes above the levels of eligibility of OAA.
By providing assistance under MAA it was hoped that the medically
indigent would not be reduced to that point of indigency where
going on relief was the only solution.
However, inadequate attention has been paid to the limited fiscal
resources of many States, and to the competing claims of other needseducation, roads, housing, etc.-on those limited resources.
A State that cannot now provide for even the most basic needs of
its OAA recipients-with "basic" defined according to the State's own
standards and disregarding special needs such as medical care-is
unlikely to reach beyond its OAA rolls to encompass people who are
medically indigent.
The extent to which OAA falls short of meeting even the most
essential needs recognized under State-established standards is indicated by an analysis prepared by the Bureau of Family Services.
During the period July-September 1960, the total monthly income
requirements of the 2.3 million recipients of OAA were estimated by
the States as $196 million-less than $85 per recipient per monthlittle more than $1,000 a year. Old-age assistance payments for the
month amounted to $145 million, which, when added to the $42
million available to the assistance recipients from other sources, still
left an unmet need of $9 million for the month-an annual rate of
$108 million. The proportion of unmet need was highest in the
Southern States-even though the level of living recognized in the
standards was low, averaging just under $70 a month per recipient.
This survey, made in 1960 for the Advisory Council on Public
Assistance, revealed that 36 of 49 States failed to meet their own
standards of needs for the aged on their OAA rolls.
Recipients of old-age assistance, as a group, are much older than
the general population 65 and over. (The median age of all persons
receiving OAA in 1960 was 76.4 years as compared with 72.1 for all
persons 65 and over.) They have especially heavy medical needs.
This is partly due to their advanced ages-but it is also due to the
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fact that many are on the OAA rolls as a result of prior illness with,
however, continuing need for medical care.
Despite this greater need, 29 jurisdictions are providing less than
$15 a month in vendor medical payments per OAA recipient. 0 There
are some 1,600,000 OAA recipients in the 29 jurisdictions. Even
after subtraction of some 125,000 OAA recipients in the States of
Idaho, Massachusetts, and Michigan where average vendor payments
were lowered by virtue of the transfer of high-cost nursing home cases
to MAA, the remaining 1,475,000 represent approximately two-thirds
of all OAA recipients.
If the levels of payment for vendor medical care were to be increased
to $15 a month per recipient-the maximum amount of vendor payments subject to Federal sharing under OAA-the total vendor payments in the 29 jurisdictions would be $24 million monthly, 89 percent
more than the $12,700,000 expended in January."
There would appear little doubt that a State's primary obligation is
to provide more adequately for its OAA recipients before moving into
new areas of need. Thus, the reason why more States. have not
established MAA programs is clear-it is simply a question of "first
things first."
It might well be asked whether any State should attempt to assume the financial burden of an MAA program while it still finds it
financially impossible to provide a minimum standard of livingeven by its own standards-for the people already on its relief rolls.
Nevertheless, what would the States be faced with if it were decided
that the health needs of all the medically indigent should be met
under the public assistance programs of the States? It is estimated
that there will be more than 17 million persons age 65 and over in
the United States at the beginning of 1963. If income tests of $1,500
for an individual and $2,000 for a couple were utilized by the States
as a test of financial need under their MAA programs, it would result
in more than one-half of the Nation's aged being eligible for vendor
payments for medical care under either MAA or OAA.12 The estimated annual per capita medical cost of the aged is $280 in 1963.
At that rate, if the OAA and MAA vendor payment programs provided full payment of medical care costs for all the aged qualified on
the basis of the suggested income tests, medical care payments under
' Source: Bureau of Family Services. Data as of Jan. 1, 1962. The 29 jurisdictions are: Alabama Arkansas, California, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana,
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, New Mexico, North Carolina,
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, West Virginia, Wyoming,
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. 50 jurisdictions made vendor payments in January 1962. Alaska
Arizona, Delaware, and Guam made no payments at that time. (All except Delaware have started or will
start to make vendor payments.) The average monthly vendor payments per recipient, among the 50
jurisdictions making such payments ranged as follows:
Number
ofjurisAverage monthly vendor payments for medical care:
dictions
Total.--.-.....-. ---------------------------------------------------------------------50

Under $5M
.-----.-----------------------------------------------------9
$5 to $9.99 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------9
$10 to $14.99 ----------------_..----------------------------------------11
$15 to $19.99
.------------.-.----------------------------------------------------------------6
$20 to $24.99-..-.-..
..--...
---------------------------------..-----------------------------4
$25 and over
--------------------------------------------------------------1
I Some States provide medical care to their beneficiaries of OAA outside of the vendor payment mechanism. Such provision may include a combination of money and vendor payments or care provided by
governmental facilities. However, in the main, evaluation of State programs predicated upon average
vendor payments per OA A recipient constitutes a reliable index of the extent to which medical needs are
being met.
1 The median income in 1960 of an aged individual was $1,050 and $2,530 for a 2-person family where the
head of the family was 65 or over.
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public assistance programs would amount to some $2% billion in
1963.
Even with the benefit of the favorable medical assistance matching
formula, the States would have to pay $1 billion to $14 billion from
their own funds toward the $2Y2 billion total cost-that is, if it is
assumed that all States would participate and pay for all necessary
care. The State's share would represent seven to nine times the $137
million paid by the States as their share of OAA vendor payments in
fiscal 1960.
The proportionate increase in expenditures necessary to fully
implement the Kerr-Mills programs in any given State would depend
upon two factors.
First, States with fairly broad public assistance medical care provisions and liberal means tests for OAA already in effect would need
to take relatively little further action to provide adequate medical
care benefits under MAA and/or OAA. Conversely, States which
are doing little (and in a few cases nothing) for the medical needs of
their totally indigent aged would have to take giant steps, financially,
to catch up with the level of care provided elsewhere-to say nothing
of the efforts that would be needed to provide fully adequate care.
The second aspect of the comparative demands on individual States
relates to the per capita income of the individual States. The formulas
for Federal participation in public assistance grants are predicated
upon the basic assumption that the States with the lowest per capita
income need the greatest Federal help in the financing of programs.
The less wealthy States would, thus, if they provided the same scope
of medical care under Kerr-Mills programs as do the wealthier States,
receive more money per recipient from the Federal Government. The
fact that, generally speaking, the poorer States spend less per capita on
their public assistance recipients (including the Federal share of expenditures) than do the wealthier States strongly suggests significant
limitations in ability to provide additional State funds.
Therefore, States with the poorest provisions for medical care of the
totally and medically indigent would seem to be those least able to
assume the costs involved if they were to attempt to provide the level
of medical care available to OAA and MAA recipients in other States.
The only conclusion that can be drawn is that, in the foreseeable
future, it is highly unlikely that more than a handful of States will be
able to provide payments approximating the full medical care costs of
their indigent senior citizens-let alone their medically indigent.
There are illustrations, too, pointing to the potential cost burden
as the principal factor behind the decisions of States not to implement
MAA. The Tax Foundation Study 13reported:
In at least two States, the matter of participating in the Kerr-Mills Act provisions is considered financially inadvisable. For Ohio, two eligibility requirements of its present old-age assistance law would have to be changed (the last
legislature did not approve such alterations)-one requiring 3 years' residence,
the other requiring recipients to agree to a lien on their real property to cover the
extent of aid received. The current State medical care program requires an expenditure of $130,000 per month; this would increase to $1 million per month
under Kerr-Mills according to State welfare department estimates.
Judgment of the State welfare director of Wyoming is that the welfare staff
might have to be doubled under Kerr-Mills participation to service the increased
number of recipients and conduct appropriate investigations. Medical assistance
13See footnote 8.
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is now a county program and Kerr-Mills would cost the State approximately
$1 million per biennium under current estimates.

At last year's hearings, held by the Ways and Means Committee of
the House of Representatives, the situation in Rhode Island was reported as follows: 4
During the latter part of 1960, the Rhode Island Department of Social Welfare
undertook to study the feasibility of implementing the provisions of the Medical
Assistance Act, known as the Kerr-Mills bill, which makes possible joint FederalState medical assistance for so-called medically indigent elderly persons. The
Department concluded it was both administratively impossible as well as prohibitive costwise for the State and did not meet the basic need of all the aged
for basic protection against the costs of medical care.

Florida's reason for not establishing an MAA program was the
unwillingness of the legislature to embark upon a program without
the safeguard of a residency requirement (according to the explanation given by Dr. Edward R. Annis. chairman, legislative committee,
Florida Medical Association, before a hearing of the Special Committee
on Aging, held in Fort Lauderdale on February 15, 1962).
At another hearing of the Special Committee on Aging (Kansas
City, December 6, 1961), Proctor Carter, director, Missouri State
Division of Welfare, submitted a statement referring to the lack of
implementation of MAA by Missouri as follows:
This legislation failed of passage primarily because of the substantial cost involved and not because of indifference or lack of interest on the part of the members of the general assembly.

5. "The MAA program has the potentialfor simple administration"
The recent report of the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare to the Committee on Ways and Means of the House of Representatives said:
The MAA program has the potential for simple administration. It cannot be
said with assurance that the States have employed simple methods since they
have used various controls which are not required by the legislation.

Complex administration is expensive.
Administrative costs of MAA and OAA medical care programs constitute a significant drain upon the limited resources of the States.
Such costs comprise a substantial part of total expenditures for almost
any type of medical assistance other than long-term nursing home
care.
Under the MAA program, a complete "workup" must be made for
each applicant for assistance. Eligibility must be determined through
examination of resources, including such difficult evaluative factors
as the value of assets and-in almost half of the programs-the ability
of relatives to contribute. Redeterminations of eligibility and field
investigations to determine the accuracy of the applicants' statements add to administrative expense. The cost of such investigations is quite large in relation to the actual payments to physicians,
or for prescribed drugs, and even for some hospital bills.
The more restricted the eligibility requirements and coverage, the
greater the relative administrative expense, because extremely careful
screening out of applicants is required under such circumstances.
Kentucky and Arkansas are examples of States with such MAA programs. As table IX indicates, their administrative costs are very
14"Health Services for the Aged " p. 1723, hearings held July 24, 26, 27, 28, and 31, August 1, 2, 3, and 4,
1961, before House Conunittee on Ws and Means on H.R. 4222.
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high. For every dollar of the taxpayer's money spent for medical
care for older people in Kentucky's MAA program, $1.24 went to pay
for the redtape inherent in a financially limited program involving a
means test. Obviously, for the same amount of money, almost twice
as much medical care, or care to almost twice as many people could
have been provided had it been possible to use a social security
approach.
Some other States show a misleadingly low administrative cost for
their MAA programs because they had transferred to the MAA program thousands-and in New York and Massachusetts tens of thousands-of people who had already been on relief. The costs of investigating these cases do not appear in their statements of MAA administrative costs because they were charged to the OAA program.
The Federal Government pays only 50 percent of the costs of administration while it may pay as much as 80 percent of the dollars
going for actual medical care. Thus only a relatively small portion
of a State's funds may go for medical care while a substantially greater
amount may have to be allocated to administrative costs.
TABLE IX.-Medical assistance for the aged: Expenditures for administration as
percent of assistance payments, calendar year ended Dec. 31, 1961

State

Total
administrative
expenditures

$34,000
Arkansas---------------64, 000
California---------------10,000
Hawaii.-----------------78,000
Idaho.------------------18,000
. -Illinoisa
105,000
Kentucky--------------15,000
Louisiana.---------------82,000
Maryland ---------------1,897,000
Massachusetts---------345,000
Michigan.---------------(2)
New Hampshire----------

I Not computed;
2 Less than $500.

Administrative cost as
percent of
assistance
payments
63.9
(1)

4.4
9.9

(1)

124.0

(1)

(1)

12.3
5.0
2.5

Total
administrative
expenditures

Administrative cost as
percent of
assistance
payments

$4,683,000
New York.------------69,000
North Dakota-----------30,000
Oklahoma ---------------66,000
Oregon -----------------7,000
Puerto Rico-------------97,000
South Carolina----------83,000
Tennessee---------------6,000
Utah.-------------------17,000
Virgin Islands -----------51,000
Washington-------------630,000
West Virginia------------

8.6
13. 5
5.3

State

(I)
(I)
(I)
(1)
(I)

8.9

3.9
17.3

less than 1,000 case-months or program in effect 2 months or less.

6. "Maintainsfreedom of choice"
The American Medical Association, in its full-page advertisement
of April 19, 1961, offered as a major reason for its support of KerrMills:
It preserves the quality of medical care-maintaining the patient's freedom of
choice and the doctor's freedom to treat his patients in an individual way.

Actually, the Kerr-Mills legislation contains no provision assuring
the recipients of medical care under MAA of freedom to choose a
hospital or nursing home or doctor or pharmacist.
In fact, there are explicit and implicit limitations on all three of the
AMA premises-"quality of medical care," "patient's freedom of
choice," and the "doctor's freedom to treat his patients in an individual
way."l
Both the "quality of care" and the "patient's freedom of choice"
can frequently be affected by the relative willingness of physicians
and hospitals to negotiate and accept MAA and OAA payments-
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which are often below the "going" rates. The much-publicized situation in West Virginia, while not necessarily typical, may be illustrative.
It will be recalled that hospitals were rebelling over the differential
between maximum daily allowances for OAA patients-$20-and the
unlimited allowance for MAA patients. Physicians in that State, at
one point, were on the verge of refusing to care for MAA recipients
because of a reduction in fee allowances by the State.
The doctors, it would appear, sometimes apply their own means
tests, which may be stricter than that of the State. In West Virginia,
one of the issues between the physicians and the State concerned the
desire of the doctors to have the right to charge MAA patients a fee
in addition to that paid by the State. This approach of some physicians may further deny full "freedom of choice" to the MAA beneficiary. The aged person may be unable to pay a supplemental fee to
the physician and consequently feel obliged to seek medical care
elsewhere."
An article in the Detroit News of March 12, 1962, also hints at the
problem. The director of the Wayne County Board of Social Welfare,
Walter J. Dunne, referring to the MAA payments to physicians and
hospitals, which are lower than usual charges, was quoted as saying:
Because of this discount, private hospitals would prefer patients with insurance
or who can pay themselves. * * * Some hospitals are restricting intake in the
Kerr-Mills and old-age assistance cases.

Several of the MAA programs sharply restrict the recipient's choice
of hospital or physician. Under such circumstances, the physician's
"freedom to treat his patients in an individual way" suffers when his
patient must be confined in a particular hospital-in order to qualify
for assistance-with which the doctor may not be affiliated. Such
situations make for "fragmented" medical care-there is a lack of
continuity of treatment. The physician, in such cases, takes his
patient up to the door of the hospital and must then relinquish him
to a staff member. Among those jurisdictions which have MAA programs restricting the individual's "freedom of choice" are:
California.-While the recipient may be confined in a hospital of his choice
after the first 30 days of confinement, he is, as a practical matter, generally
limited to use of a county hospital during the first 30 days.
Hawaii.-Outpatient care is provided by "government doctors," who also
dispense drugs to an extent.
Pennsylvania.-Nursing home care is provided only in those homes operated
by counties.
Puerto Rico.-Hospital and outpatient care available only in governmental
facilities.

The failure to cover in-hospital physicians' services in many jurisdictions and the use of State, county, or teaching hospitals in others
means that many of the MAA beneficiaries must depend upon the
services of hospital staffs and clinics. They may well receive their
treatment in charity wards. No doctor-patient relationship of an
enduring nature and no choice of physician is present under these
conditions.
I Information is not available, at the present time, concerning the proportion of physicians who have
agreed to accept MAA (and OAA) fees in the various States-or the extent of compliance by physicians
with such agreements. This would seem to be an area deserving of further study. (See app. D for an
illustration of organized medieal opposition to vendor medical care payments for OAA recipients, as recently
as 4 years ago.)

APPENDIXES
Appendix A.-Implementation of Kerr-Mills Programs
ALABAMA
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 261,000.
MAA:

Program.-Legislation enacted in 1961, effective in 1962; service began February 1, 1962.
Eligibility.-

Income: Net income in cash or readily negotiable resources may not exceed
for single person, $1,200 a year; for married couple, $1,800. (Excludes from
consideration, income in kind; e.g., food produced for home consumption.)
Assets: (1) Real property: House and land which is assessed as a homestead is exempt from consideration; other real property may be held if producing a net cash income. (2) Personal property: Excluded from consideration as available to meet costs of medical care are: Personal belongings;
tools and livestock used to produce food for home consumption; equipment,
stocks of goods, tractor, truck, and similar property if used in a business to
produce net cash income; cash surrender value of life insurance. All other
resources may not exceed a reserve of $1,000, single person or married couple
living together. (Includes cash, bank accounts, stocks and bonds; idle tools,
machinery, or livestock not used in producing food for home consumption
or in a business; real property which is not producing a profit.) Benefits
from health and hospital insurance policies will be taken into account in
determining amount which can be paid from MAA program.
Person must be in need of hospital care to begin within 30 days of date of
application.
Recovery provisions.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-No requirement.

Deductible.-Applicant is expected to (not required to) pay first $50 of his
hospital bill.
Scope of medical care provided.-Hospitalization limited to 15 days within a
fiscal year for acute illness or major injury. (Not provided for 1-day admissions
or illnesses or injuries which can be treated adequately on an outpatient basis;
nor those for which treatment is available from the State, Federal, or local governments or private organizations under another program; e.g., eligibility for
treatment for cancer through State tumor clinic program.) Physicians' services:
Office calls, not to exceed three, after each period of hospitalization if made
within 30 days following patient's discharge from a period of hospital care; must
be directly or indirectly related to the hospitalization.
Additional provisions.-Eligibility for MAA, once determined, continues for a
12-month period unless there is some known change in eligibility status.
OAA:

Program.-During 1961 began vendor payments for nursing home care for
OAA recipients (previously provided through the money payment and subject to
maximums on such payments, including subsistence), initiated hospital care and
limited physicians' services similar to those available under MAA.
Lien and recovery.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-Ability of relatives to support is determined in each

individual case (no State legislation prescribing such responsibility); if relative
claims the applicant as a dependent for income tax purposes, he is presumed to be
responsible for providing more than one-half of the support of such applicant.
Residence requirement.-One year immediately preceding application.
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Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments are made for hospital care for
acute illness and major injury up to 15 days per fiscal year; nursing home care;
and physicians' services in office for a period not to exceed 30 days following
patient's discharge from hospital care, limited to three office calls. (Such posthospital services have been added since the implementation of the MAA services.)
Within the money payment which includes subsistence items, an amount may be
budgeted for special nursing care in the recipient's place of residence other than a
medical institution.
Money payment to recipient.-Administrative maximum on money payment to
recipient is $75, based on a legal maximum in terms of amount of Federal matching
of State expenditures.
ARKANSAS
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 194,400.
MAA:

Program.-Services began in September 1961, following an appropriation for
the program made by the 1961 legislature.
Eligibility.-

Income: Cash income for single person not to exceed $1,200 annually; for
family, $1,500.
Assets: (1) Real property: May have home or an equity in home not to
exceed $7,500. Value of other real property must ccme under the maximum
on personal property. (2) Personal property: Including value of nonhome
real estate, livestock, motor vehicle, tools, equipment, and cash surrender
value of life insurance. Household furnishings are excluded. Applicant
may have a cash reserve up to $300 for one person and an additional $300
for dependents, with a family maximum of $600. Total value of all other
property and resources may not exceed $2,500.

Recovery provisions.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-No requirement.
Deductible.-None.

Scope of medical care provided.-Hospital care limited to 15 days per year except
for specified types of cases requiring longer hospital care; nursing home care including physicians' services and prescribed drugs up to $5 per month per patient;
outpatient clinic services including drugs and appliances prescribed by physicians
giving the service; remedial eye care services in office or in hospital; dental care;
transportation to receive medical care and domiciliary care for patients requiring
such care while receiving outpatient care and treatment at an approved clinic.
Additional provisions.-Need for medical care is determined concurrently with
eligibility; when additional service is needed, review or reapplication is required;
not applicable to persons receiving continuing care, whose cases are reviewed
annually.
OAA:

Program.-Since September 1960, added to scope of medical care for which
vendor payments are made: dental care, statewide clinic services, prescribed
drugs provided through clinics or to patients in nursing homes.
Lien and recovery.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-Ability of relative to contribute to support of applicant

is determined in accordance with a "combined family income" scale. However,
a relative who claims an applicant (or recipient) as a dependent for income tax
purposes is expected to be contributing $300 a year toward his support.
Residence requirement.-Legal: 3 years during the 5 years immediately preceding
application, with last 1 year continuously. Or, by administrative interpretation:
5 years of the past 9 years immediately preceding application with 1 year immediately preceding application.
Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments are made for hospital care
as certified by physician, up to 30 days a year; nursing home care; office or clinic
visits for physicians' services or home visits for persons in nursing homes; dental
care including dental surgery; prescribed drugs dispensed by an approved clinic
or prescribed for patient in nursing home (prescribed drugs in other situations
may be provided through the money payment to the recipient up to $10 a month
within the total maximum of $65), and transportation and domiciliary care
necessary to secure treatment away from home. Provided through the money
payment, subject to the maximum, is nursing care in own home.
Money payment to recipient.-Maximum of $65, legal; administrative, $60.
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CALIFORNIA
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 1,376,000.
MAA:
Program.-Legislationenacted, effective January 1, 1962, provides basis for
program.
Eligibility.Income: Average monthly income over the next 12 months is not expected
to exceed the cost of his medical care plus the cost of his maintenance as
determined by the standard of assistance for old-age assistance. (Maximum
standard for basic items and special needs is $166 a month.) If an individual
is married, income is the combined separate income of the person plus his
share of the "community income" of the couple.
Assets: (1) Real property: May have home owned and occupied. Value
of other real property of applicant or applicant and spouse is limited to $5,000
assessed value less encumbrances if yielding a reasonable return which is used
to meet needs. (2) Personal property: Limited to $1,200 less encumbrances,
if single; if spouse also recipient, total is $2,000 less encumbrances; plus automobile needed for transportation with market value up to $1,500. Term
includes net value of idle real property.
Eligibility is determined after an initial period of 30 days of hospital or
nursing home care in a licensed medical institution, when physician estimates
that such care will continue beyond 30 days. (Days may be cumulative if
person is readmitted to a certified facility within 10 days of leaving such a
facility.) Certification continues for a 12-month period. Holders of a valid
certificate who require noninstitutional services may be certified for such
services if eligible.
Recovery provisions.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-Ability of an adult child to contribute to support of
parent is determined in relation to "relatives' contribution scale" based upon the
net monthly income and the number of dependents, beginning with $400 a month.
Method of computing net income of such relative makes allowances for certain
taxes and expenses of employment.
Deductible.-No deductible but MAA is not applicable until after initial period
of 30 days of hospital or nursing care in a licensed medical institution. This
provision applies to institutional and noninstitutional care.
Scope of medical care provided.-Institutional care is available in hospital or
licensed nursing home beginning after the first 30 days of care in such home, including all related services, inpatient physicians' calls and restorative and rehabilitative services; noninstitutional care is available after discharge of a period of
institutional care and includes a full range of services including dental care, drugs,
prosthetic appliances, physicians' services, rehabilitative services, diagnostic
and therapeutic laboratory .procedures and home nursing care.
Additional provisions.-Eligibility for MAA once determined continues for a 12month period and persons who require noninstitutional services may be certified
for such services on the basis of the previously established 30-day period of hospital or nursing home care.
OAA:
Program.-Added to the scope of medical care services, dental care, and home
nursing; extended prescribed drugs and eye care.
Lien and recovery.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-Ability of an adult child to contribute to support of
parent is determined in relation to "relatives' contribution scale" based upon the net
-monthly income and number of dependents, beginning with $400 a month;
allowance made for certain taxes and expenses of employment of such relative in
computing his net income.
Residence requirement.-One year (immediately preceding application) and 5 of
last 9 years (maximum requirement permitted by Federal law).
Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments are made for practitioners'
services, dental care, and prescribed drugs. Other services, provided through the
money payment to the recipient, are inpatient hospital care and nursing home care.
Under specified circumstances, either vendor payment or money payment may be
used to meet costs of sickroom supplies, home nursing care, X-rays, restorative and
rehabilitative services, prosthetic applicances, equipment, and ambulance.
Money payment to recipient.-Maximum or money payment to recipient may be
84903-62--4
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as high as $166 if the person has no other income and has certain special needs as
defined by the State.
CONNECTICUT
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 242,600.
MAA:

Program.-Statelegislation authorizing a program of MAA was enacted in the
1961 session, to become effective April 15, 1962. The program was begun at that
time and plan material has been submitted to the Bureau of Family Services for
approval. (The following data is as submitted, not yet approved.)
Eligibility.-

Income: All income is considered available to meet costs of medical care
except: (1) Person receiving medical care but not resident in medical facility:
If single, or married and not living with spouse, $1,550 a year, plus an amount
not to exceed $150 if it is applied to payment of annual premium on personal
health insurance; if married and living with spouse, $2,200, plus $250 if it is
applied to payment of annual premium on personal health insurance. (2) Applicant receiving care in medical facility, spouse living outside such facility:
$1,800 a year may be retained for the personal or other expenses of the
spouse, plus $250 for annual premium if paid on personal health insurance
of both spouses, or up to $150 if only one spouse is covered by such insurance.
Assets: (1) Real property: May own home; sale value of real property
not used as a home, should be determined prior to certification of eligibility
for MAA with provisions for exceptions under specified circumstances.
(2) Personal property: Total may not exceed $900 for single person or if
married and living apart from spouse; or $1,300 if married and living with
spouse. Excluded from consideration is cash surrender value of insurance
up to $500 for beneficiary, and $500 for spouse.
Medical benefits, which are available to applicant from sources such as
personal health insurance plans, workmen's compensation, Veterans' Administration, and private employee welfare programs, are primary resources
for meeting medical needs which must be utilized before determining extent
or kinds of services to be paid for through MAA.
Recovery provisions.-Provisionfor filing claim by the State against the estate
of the deceased recipient for the amount of assistance received; no recovery until
after the death of a surviving spouse, if any.
Relative responsibility.-Extent to which a legally liable relative (spouse and

adult children) is a financial resource is determined in accordance with agency
policy (including a cost-of-living scale); the contribution finally determined as
within the ability of the relative to provide is assumed to be available to the
applicant.
Deductible.-Policy proposed for calendar year 1962 is that the applicant is responsible for the first $100 of costs incurred for medical service after January 1;
this will be waived for the recipient of OAA who is in a chronic or convalescent
hospital, chronic disease hospital, or rest home with nursing supervision and is
transferred to MAA. (Such medical service has been removed from scope of
medical care provided under OAA). The applicant who meets requirements for
MAA, is in need of care in a medical facility, and has no income or income less
than $100 a year, may sign a promissory note payable to the Department for
such amount; note will not be recovered during lifetime of the beneficiary or
spouse.
Scope of medical care provided.-(1) Institutional care: Hospital care, general

hospital including physicians' and surgeons' services; nursing home care as given
in (a) chronic disease hospital, (b) convalescent hospital, (c) rest home with nurse
supervision. (2) Noninstitutional care: Physicians' services, home, office, or
within a medical facility; outpatient hospital and clinic services; visiting nurse
services; prescribed drugs.
Recipient in medical facilities such as listed above under "nursing home care"
may receive, in addition: Dental care, sick-room supplies, prosthetic, surgical,
and orthopedic appliances, eye glasses, hearing aids, transportation, services of
practitioners other than medical doctor, i.e., osteopath, optometrist, chiropractor,
chiropodist (podiatrist), naturopath, or treatment by spiritual practitioner.
Nursing home care in the kinds of institutions specified has been withdrawn
from the scope of OAA and transferred to MAA. Special provision is made to
meet nonmedical budgeted needs (personal care and needs, and special needs, in-
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eluding health and life insurance premiums and temporary maintenance of rental
facilities or own home) through State funds without Federal financial participation.
Additional proviions.-Eligibility is established prior to or concurrently with
the need for medical care. The eligible applicant is given an identification card
which certifies to his eligibility for medical care under the MAA program, but
does not authorize payment for medical service bills for specific services. Reviewed in relation to the applicant's income available at that time to meet medical need, including insurance resources. For persons receiving long-term care,
eligibility once established is reviewed annually and reapplication is not necessary.
OAA:

Program.-Since September 1960, no significant change has been made in
eligibility for or scope of the generally comprehensive medical care services available under OAA.
Lien and recovery.-State has preferred claim against estate, secured by lien
against real property, to the extent that such estate is not needed for support of
the surviving spouse, parent, or dependent children of the deceased recipient.
Relative responsibility.-Ability of adult children living outside the household
to contribute to support and the amount of their contributions are determined in
individual situations on the basis of the applicable cost of living scale and a
specific responsibility factor. Needs of a self-supporting spouse residing outside
the household are determined in accordance with public assistance standards plus
certain additional allowances, income in excess of these needs is budgeted as
income available for support of the applicant.
Residence requirement.-No provision.

Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments for costs of medical care are
used for: Hospital care (prior to Apr. 15, 1962, for nursing home care also),
practitioners' services, dental care, prescribed drugs, nursing services in own home
or in medical institution, restorative services, prosthetic appliances, transportation to secure medical care, and special equipment. Allowance is made in the
money payment to recipient for premium for individually held hospital insurance
policy, of Blue Cross or equivalent coverage and cost.
Money payment to recipient.-No maximum on money payment to recipient to

meet total needs according to State's standard of assistance.
GUAM

Aged in population (April 1, 1960): Not available.
MAA:
Program.-Legislation enacted in 1961; services under the program began
February 1, 1962. The plan has been submitted but not yet approved; therefore
the following data, based on the plan material as submitted, may be subject to
change.
Eligibility.-

Income: Annual income not to exceed $1,500 per annum for single person
and $2,500 in case of a married applicant living with spouse.
Assets: (1) Real property: Used as a home or producing income of a value
not to exceed $8,000. (2) Personal property: Holdings of a cash value not
to exceed $800 if single, or $1,000 if married and living with spouse, exclusive
of household effects and clothing used to meet current needs.

Recovery provisions.-No provision.

Relative responsibility.-No requirement.
Deductible.-None.
Scope of medical care provided.-Hospitalcare, total hospital care in the civilian
hospital, Guam Memorial; physicians' services, from the department of medical
services when prescribed as critically necessary or for determining need of physicians' services; dental care for relief of pain; prescribed drugs; ambulance, if
other transportation cannot be used without hardship; prosthetic appliances.
Additional provisions.-Nursing home care is not included because there are
no such institutions on the island. Eligibility for MAA and need for medical
care are determined concurrently and subject to review if circumstances change.
OAA:
Program.-In its 1961 session, the Guam legislative body made provision for
vendor payment of costs of medical care for recipients of old-age assistance.
Services were begun in February 1962.
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Lien and recovery.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-Ability of members of the same household as the appli-

cant to provide support for him is determined for each individual case. (There
is no legislation applicable to OAA which prescribes responsibility of relatives to
support.)
Residence requirement.-No provision.
Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments for medical care are used

for: Hospital care, physicians' services in home or at out-patient clinic when
critically necessary, dental care for relief of pain, prescribed drugs, prosthetic
appliances, diagnostic services, and ambulance if other means of transportation
cannot be used without hardship to patient.
Money payment to recipient.-No maximum on payment to meet total needs of

recipient according to agency's standards of assistance.
HAWAII
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 29,200.
MAA:

Program.-Legislation enacted in 1961, services began July 1961.
Eligibility.-

Income: Insufficient to meet the standards of assistance establishing for
MAA, including nonmedical and medical requirements (approximately $50
per month above the standards of assistance of OAA) and if the resources
available to him within 12 months after date of application are insufficient
to pay the cost of needed medical care.
Assets: (1) Real property: Home with tax-appraised value of less than
$14,000 is exempt; also other real property with value not to exceed $150.
All excess value is considered a resource for payment of medical costs.
(2) Personal property: All liquid assets beyond $50 cash savings (of unemancipated minor) are considered available after allowances for payments
of obligations contracted for defined essential purposes. May own automobile 4 years old or older or when necessary for essential transportation.
Full loan value of life insurance is resource. Under exceptional circumstances,
conservation of readily available resources allowed. Health insurance,
Veterans' Administration care, workmen's compensation, and similar resources must be taken into account in determining extent to which MAA
is needed.
Recovery provisions.-No provision.

Relative responsibility.-An adult child is required by law to contribute to the
extent of his financial ability, unless his parents failed to support him during his
minority. Amount of contribution relative is expected to make is determined
by a schedule, taking into account income and number of dependents.
Deductible.-None.
Scope of medical care provided.-Hospitalcare, nursing home care, practitioners'

services, dental care, prescribed drugs, and outpatient and allied services.
Additional provision.-Eligibility for assistance and need for medical care
are determined concurrently, taking into account resources available over the
ensuing 12-month period which could be applied to costs of needed care. Annual
review of persons needing continuing care, as in nursing homes; for other persons,
eligibility and medical care are redetermined when additional service is needed
or when circumstances of eligibility have changed.
OAA:

Program.-Since September 1960, medical care through public assistance
programs has been expanded to include persons otherwise eligible for OAA but
in need of assistance only to meet costs of medical care.
Lien and recovery.-Claim, secured by lien, may be filed against estate of deceased recipient for amount of assistance granted; lien not enforceable against
home while occupied by beneficiary, surviving unmarried spouse, minor or
physically or mentally handicapped children. Recovery is permissive and not
attempted if heirs are in need.
Relative responsibility.-An adult child is required by law to contribute to the
extent of his financial ability, unless his parents failed to support him during his
minority. Amount of contribution relative is expected to make is determined
by a schedule, taking into account ncome and number of dependents.
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Residence requirement.-No durational requirement; must be resident of State
at time of application.
Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments are made for hospital care,
physicians' services, dental care, prescribed drugs, sickroom supplies, X-rays,
restorative services, prosthetic appliances, transportation to secure needed
medical care, equipment, and, in exceptional cases where medically necessary,
private duty nursing in hospital. Nursing home care is provided through the
money payment. (In rural areas, physicians' services are provided by State
government physician.)
Money payment to recipient.-To meet need according to State's standard of

assistance; no maximum.

IDAHO
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 58,300.
MAA:

Program.-Legislation enacted in 1961; services began July 1, 1961.
Eligibility.-

Income: Cash income from all sources is considered available to meet
costs of medical care except for amount needed to meet ordinary expenses
and obligations (calculated on basic requirements in State's "standards of
assistance" plus $50 a month additional allowance to cover other obligations);
in addition, for any month, one-twelfth of the savings and cash resources
owned above $2,000 and less than $10,000 is considered available.
Assets: (1) Real property: May own home not excessive in value in
relation to community standards. Value of other real property which can
be made available is considered among cash assets. Total available assetsreal and personal-may not exceed $10,000. (2) Personal property: Value
of real property other than home plus personal property other than exclusions
listed below may be held up to $2,000. Value in excess of this amount and
under the maximum is considered available to meet costs of medical care, as
stated in Income above. Excluded from assets available are: household
furniture and personal possessions of reasonable value, a "popular priced" car.

Recovery provisions.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-No requirement.
Deductible.-None.

Scope of medical care provided.-Hospital care for treatment of acute conditions,
emergencies, contagious diseases, and nonelective surgery; nursing home care;
practitioners' services. (Dental care and prescribed drugs are not provided
through this program.)
Additional provisions.-Potential eligibility is determined concurrently with a
"complaint of illness or injury" for which medical care is sought; actual eligibility
is determined after medical care has been provided and is directly related to the
costs of medical care incurred or predicted.
OAA:

Program.-The first provision for vendor payment of medical care, beginning
in January 1959, included only nursing home care. In 1960, hospitalization and
physicians' services (and for a short period, prescribed drugs) were added to the
program. As a result of legislation in 1961, all nursing home care was removed
from OAA program and placed in scope of MAA, with due provision for meeting
personal needs of patients who had no income other than assistance.
Lien and recovery.-Provision for signed agreement, to be recorded and thus
constitute a lien for assistance received subsequent to July 1, 1951. Not enforced
against property during life of the owner except in case of sale of property, or as
long as occupied as home by surviving spouse unless estate is probated.
Relative responsibility.-Determination of ability of relatives to contribute to
support of applicant is part of investigation in each individual case.
Residence requirement.-Oneyear immediately preceding application; reciprocal
agreements may be made with other States.
Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments for: hospital care, all usual
services; physicians' services in home, hospital, office, or nursing home. (Dental
care and prescribed drugs are not provided; nursing home care provided through
MAA program.)
Money payment to recipient.-As needed according to State's standard of

assistance; no maximum on payment.

44

EXPERIENCE WITH MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE AGED

ILLINOIS
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 975,000.
MAA:

Program.-Services began in September 1961; enabling legislation permits
comprehensive scope of services but limitations of current appropriation required
limiting services to hospital care, physicians' services in hospital, and physicians'
services in posthospital period of home care. (Plan as submitted needed some
revision and has not yet been formally approved; however services are being
given and approval will be retroactive.)
Eligibility.-

Income: After deducting amounts necessary to maintain in force a medical,
surgical, hospital, or other health insurance; maximum gross income for single
person, $1,800; for applicant and spouse or other dependent, $2,400; for applicant living with more than one dependent, $1,800 for applicant plus $600 for
each dependent. Income includes contributions from responsible relatives.
Assets: (1) Real property: Value of property used as a home and contiguous real estate is excluded. (2) Personal property: i.e., "liquid or
marketable assets," may be held with value of not more than $1,800 for
single person; $2,400 for applicant living with spouse or other dependent;
$1,800 for applicant and $400 for each dependent when applicant has more
than one dependent. Excluded in making this determination are: clothing,
personal effects, automobile, life insurance with a face value of $1,000 or less;
and tangible personal property used in earning income with a fair market
value of $1,000 or less.
Person is eligible for payment of costs that exceed 10 percent of his income
or 10 percent of the combined income when he is living with a spouse or other
dependent(s).
Recovery provisions.-Assistance received constitutes a claim against the estate
of a deceased recipient.
Relative responsibility.-State plan provides for consideration of support from
legally responsible relatives; i.e., spouses and adult children.
Deductible.-None required; see "Additional provisions" below.
Scope of medical care provided.-Hospital inpatient care for acute illness,

accidental injury, surgery, chronic conditions requiring limited period of hospital
care, or for diagnostic procedures that can be carried out only in hospital; physicians' services in hospital; during 30-day period following release from a hospital,
physicians' services in patient's home or doctor's office. (Scope does not include
nursing home care, dental care, or prescribed drugs.)
Additional provisions.-MAA is not available unless cost of allowable medical
care exceeds 10 percent of total income of applicant or of the combined income of
applicant and dependents living with him; benefits from health or hospital insurance policies covering applicant may meet or be applied to this requirement.
Eligibility is determined concurrently with or prior to need for medical care and
application serves for a 12-month period during which requests for new medical
services require only review of financial circumstances and costs of additional
service needed.
OAA:

Program.-No substantive change in eligibility requirements or comprehensive
scope of services provided through vendor payment since September 1960.
Lien and recovery.-All assistance granted on and after January 1, 1962, constitutes lien on recipient's legal and equitable interests in real property, not enforceable against real property occupied as a homestead by surviving spouse or
specified relatives. If person received assistance prior to January 1, 1962, and is
not a recipient after that date, total of assistance paid constitutes a claim against
estate; not enforceable under some conditions as affect enforcement of lien. (Formerly all assistance constituted an unsecured claim against the estate of recipient.)
Relative responsibility.-Ability of defined relatives living in separate household

from recipient is determined by a relatives' contribution guide; specified expenses
in addition to personal allowances are taken into account in determining contribution expected from the relative.
Residence requirement.-Oneyear immediately preceding application, or if moved
to Illinois within 5 years prior to application, must meet resident requirement of
the other State. This period may not be less than 1 year nor more than 5 out
Qf the last 9 years immediately preceding application.
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Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments made for comprehensive
scope of medical services: hospital care, practitioners' services, dental care, prescribed drugs, sickroom supplies, diagnostic and therapeutic X-ray, prosthetic
appliances, special equipment, services of Visiting Nurse Association. Nursing
home care is provided through a combination of the money payment to recipient
and vendor payment to the home as medical care.
Money payment to recipient.-No maximum on money payment to recipient for

subsistence needs as defined by State.

KENTUCKY
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 292,300.
MAA:

Program.-Developed at the same time as first vendor payments for medical
care in categorical public assistance programs; legislation enacted in a special
session in 1960, effective January 1, 1961.
Eligibility.-

Income: Annual gross income for single person may not exceed $1,200; for
couple, $1,800. Special provisions for determining income from self-employment or from farming operations.
Assets: (1) Real property: Homestead is not considered; the equity in
nonhomestead real property may not exceed $5,000, single persons or married
couple. (2)*Personal property: Limited to $750 for single person, $1,000
for applicant and spouse; excluding cash surrender value of life insurance
not to exceed $3,000. (Personal property is defined as "cash on hand,
money in bank, stocks, bonds, and other resources that can be converted into
liquid assets"; excluded from consideration is cash surrender value of insurance within the maximum stated and tangible personal property not listed in
definition.) Availability of health insurance is to be determined and evaluated.

Recovery provisions.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-No requirement.
Deductible.-None.
Scope of medical care provided.-Hospital care for acute, emergency, and life-

endangering conditions up to 6 days per admission with no limit on number or
frequency of admissions; physicians' services; dental care; prescribed drugs.
Additional provisions.-After eligibility for medical care is established, additional services may be secured within a 12-month period without additional
application unless there has been a change in circumstances affecting eligibility.
OAA:

Program.-Legislation in 1960 regular session authorized payments in behalf
of recipients of public assistance for medical care; services began in January 1961.
Lien and recovery.-No provision.

Relative responsibility.-Ability of adult children to support is determined
according to an "Income Exemption Scale," based on amount of income and
number of dependents of such children; in determining amount considered available for support of parent, allowances are made for unusual family medical
expenses which are deductible from Federal income tax.
Residence requirement.-6 months immediately preceding application.
Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments for medical care are made

for hospital care for acute, emergency, and life-endangering conditions up to 6
days per admission with no limit on number or frequency of admissions; physicians' services; dental care; prescribed drugs. Other services, budgeted within
the money payment to the recipient and subject to the maximums on the money
payment, are nursing home care, and nursing care in own home.
Money payment to recipient.-For subsistence needs, maximum of $80 per

month; person in personal care home, $85; in nursing home, $110.
LOUISIANA
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 241,600.
MAA:

Program.-Servicesbegan in November 1961, upon authorization of legislation
enacted by State in regular session, 1961.
Eligibility.-

Income: Income in excess of maximum allowable monthly income of $250
for single person or $325 for couple disqualifies income less than this amount
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but in excess of (1) basic income and (2) allowable increases, as defined
below, must be applied to costs of needed hospital care. (1) Basic income,
$125 single, $175 married couple, combined income. (2) Allowable increases,
$30 per month for each dependent minor child or disabled adult declared
as dependent on applicant's income tax return; $15 additional income
allowable for single person with hospitalization insurance, $25 for couple
with such insurance.
Assets: (1) Real property: May own home as defined for homestead tax
exemption; other real property not to exceed $5,000 assessed value if income
producing or $1,000 value if not income producing; excess value is considered
a liquid asset. (2) Personal property: Liquid assets not to exceed $1,000
for single, $1,500 for couple; excluding insurance with cash or loan value
up to $1,500 (couple $2,000), motor vehicle used for transportation, farm
equipment, or business assets which are income producing. Excess value
of insurance, car, or nonhome real property must come under the liquid
assets maximum. Free resources for medical care, available from other
than State facilities, must be used if possible without undue hardship.
Medical insurance carried by applicant must be utilized fully and must be
assigned to hospital before MAA is used; amounts thus paid toward hospital
costs considered "participation."
Recovery provisions.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-No requirement.
Deductible.-Hospital care only: Patients with a monthly income over $90
($140 for couple) participate in payment of the first $50 of cos when the costs
exceed $10; the amount of participation (within this $50) is based on a sliding
scale applied to "available" income. Amounts received from hospital insurance
are considered as "participation" in determining amount to be paid before MAA
may be applied to costs of hospital care. Such medical insurance must be
utilized fully.
Scope of medical care provided.-Hospitalcare, including surgeons and attending
physicians; nursing home care in licensed homes; medical doctor, for patients
with an approved medical care plan covering serious continuing illness requiring
care for relief of severe suffering or for correction or prevention of permanent
impairment; prescribed drugs for patients in nursing home care. (Dental care
not provided.)
Additional provisions.-Need for medical care is determined concurrently
with eligibility; may be for "noncontinuing care" (less than 3 months), with
reapplication if other care is needed, or "continuing care," with eligibility redetermined annually unless there is a change in circumstances which affects eligibility
or need for medical service.
OAA:
Program.-Since September 1960, State has added hospital care for OAA and
expanded physicians' services and drugs.
Lien and recovery.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-Determinationof ability of relatives to contribute to
support is part of investigation of individual case.
Residence requirement-5 of last 9 years with 1 year immediately preceding
application.
Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments are used for hospital care,
including physicians' services in hospital; nursing home care in licensed nursing
home; medical doctor for persons with an approved medical care plan covering
serious continuing illness requiring care for relief of severe suffering or for correction or prevention of permanent impairment; prescribed drugs for patient in
licensed nursing home. In addition, sickroom supplies, nursing care not in a
medical institution, prosthetic appliances, transportation, and special equipment
are provided by vendor payment or through the money payment to the recipient,
according to agency's defined limitations or regulations. (Dental care not
provided.)
Money payment to recipient.-Maximum of $78 for one person, $72 for each of
two or more old-age-assistance recipients in same household. Maximum may
be exceeded up to $95 for special medical expenses and up to $105 for nursing
care in own home or in facility not subject to license. (Vendor payment for
licensed nursing home.)
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MAINE
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 106,500.
MAA:

Program.-Legislationenacted in 1961 regular session; services under the program began in October 1961.
Eligibility.-

Income: Annual income for single person, not to exceed $1,500; exemption
of $600 additional for each dependent.
Assets: (1) Real property: Real property used as home is exempt; other
real property may be held up to a value of $500 for single person, $800 for
applicant and spouse; property in excess of these amounts disqualifies.
(2) Personal property: Value of personal property used to produce income
(livestock, tools, farm equipment) may not exceed $1,000 for single person,
$1,500 for applicant and spouse; non-income-producing personal property
may not exceed $500 for single or $800 for married couple.
Medical resources such as health insurance or workmen's compensation
must be applied to cost of medical care before payment for balance from
MAA. Voluntary payments by the individual or by others in his behalf
toward costs of medical care encompassed in MAA will be treated in the
same way.

Recovery provisions.-No provision.

Relative responsibility.-Contributionsmade by relatives taken into account in
determining amount needed from MAA.
Deductible.-None.

Scope of medical care provided.-Hospital care for essential services for chronic,
emergency, and acute conditions up to a total of 45 days within a fiscal year;
comprehensive clinic care for patients with cardiac diseases, arthritis, circulatory
and cardiovascular diseases, tumors, diabetes, or eye diseases that may result in
loss of vision if not treated, includes services of specialists; transportation to
secure comprehensive clinic care; home care by aid or visiting nurse as recommended by clinic physician and provided by recognized public or private agency.
Additional provisions.-Eligibility once established entitles recipient to defined
services for a 12-month period unless changes in circumstances make person ineligible.
OAA:
Program.-Medical services paid for through vendor payment included hospital
care and nursing home care prior to September 1960; since that date, rates and
quality standards for both types of services have been raised.
Lien and recovery.-State has unsecured claim against estate of deceased
recipient for amounts paid as assistance.
Relative responsibility.-Ability of specified relatives to contribute is determined
according to a standard table of income and number of dependents; allowances
are made for taxes and special expenses of the relative in determining the amount
he is expected to contribute. (In OAA, such relatives are spouse and adult
children.)
Residence requirement.-One year immediately preceding application; reciprocal
agreements made with selected States.
Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments are made for hospital care

up to 45 days a year and for nursing home care.

Money payment to recipient.-Sixty-five dollars per month maximum may be

exceeded for person receiving family care in licensed nursing home, chronic
hospital, or boarding home licensed for family care. In addition, premium
paid into pooled fund for medical care encompassed in plans for vendor payments
to suppliers.
MARYLAND
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 226,500.
MAA:

Program.-Stateagency's contract with State health department was extended
to include services to persons eligible for MAA; care began June 1, 1961.
Eligibility.-

Income: Regular income not to exceed (1) in Baltimore City and 5 larger
counties, $1,140 for single person; $1,560 for applicant with 1 dependent;
plus allowances for additional dependents; (2) in 18 other counties, $1,080
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for single person, $1,500 for applicant with 1 dependent. Income includes
that of spouse or of any other person claimed as dependent. Scale of value
for income in kind.
Assets: (1) Real property: Home is exempt; real property other than
home is included in other resources convertible to cash. (2) Personal property: Resources in cash or convertible to cash (savings, insurance, real property other than the home) may not exceed $2,500 cash value. A person is
ineligible who has any insurance or other benefit the terms of which provide
for payment for the medical care items included in the plan.
Recovery provisions.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-No requirement.
Deductible.-None.
Scope of medical care provided.-Hospital care, practitioners' services, dental
care, prescribed drugs, sickroom supplies, X-ray, physical therapy, minor surgery
in private office facility or accident room, special medical care clinics, eyeglasses
when prescribed following cataract surgery. (Nursing home care not provided.)
Additional provisions.-Eligibilityis determined concurrently with or prior to
need for medical care; on the basis of the certificate from the department of public
welfare, the health department issues a medical care card valid for 1 year and is
responsible for identifying need for and arranging for medical care. Annual reinvestigation by welfare department, or more often if circumstances change.
OAA:
Program.-Since September 1960, added dental care to scope of medical care
provided and began vendor payments for patients receiving nursing home type
of care in certain chronic care hospitals.
Lien and recovery.-State has unsecured claim against estate for all assistance
paid.
Relative responsibility.-Ability of children to contribute is determined with
"responsibility scales" of income and number of dependents; allowances are made
for extraordinary expenses in determining the amount the children are expected
to contribute. (Does not apply to husband living apart from his wife; his ability
to support and the amount is determined by court action.)
Residence requirement.-One year immediately preceding application; may
be waived by reciprocal agreement with another State providing Federal matching
is not affected.
Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments for medical care are used for
hospital care, nursing home type of care in five chronic care hospitals, practitioners' services, dental care, prescribed drugs, sickroom supplies, X-rays,
physical therapy, eyeglasses. Nursing home care other than specified above is
provided through the money payment to the recipient subject to State maximums
on the money payment.
Money payment to recipient.-The State is divided into three areas according to
the cost of shelter as determined in the State's standards of assistance; the
maximum on the money payment is $190 a month, $200, or $210 depending upon
the "shelter plan" applicable to the area in which the local agency is.

MASSACHUSETTS
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 572,000.
MAA:
Program.-Plan became operative and first payments were made in November
1960, services began in October 1960.
In the first 4 months of operations, about 89 percent of the total individual
MAA recipients (roughly 14,000 out of 16,000) were transferred from other public
assistance programs as recipients needing and receiving long-term nursing home
care. As of January 1962 (15 months of operation) about 61 percent of the total
caseload opened consisted of transfers from other public assistance programs,
mainly OAA (18,826 former OAA recipients among 30,478 cases).
Eligibility.Income: (1) Receiving medical care in own home: If single, or if married
and husband is applicant, $150 per month is excluded (if wife is applicant,
$225 a month combined income), excess income considered available to apply
to costs of medical care. (2) Receiving short-term medical care in a hospital,
nursing home, or public medical institution: For single person or for spouse

remaining at home, $150 a month is excluded; total income between $150
and $300 is considered available to be applied to medical costs for a period
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of 3 or 6 months based on amount of excess; income (for couple, combined
income of husband and wife) in excess of $300 a month disqualifies. (3)
Receiving long-term or permanent care in a hospital, nursing home, or public
medical institution: Single person or one of a couple may retain $15 for personal needs; for spouse remaining at home, $150 a month is excluded from
consideration; all income (for couple, combined income of husband and wife)
in excess of this amount is applied to payment of medical care. [Provision
for payment of personal needs allowance from State funds, without Federal
financial participation, for person with less than $15 a month income.]
Assets: (1) Real property: Ownership of home does not disqualify;
ownership of any interest in other real estate disqualifies. (2) Personal
property: Total may not exceed $2,000 for single person or if married and
husband is the applicant; $3,000 if married and wife is applicant, including
combined ownership of husband and wife.
Recovery provisions.-Action for recovery may be brought after the death of
recipient and his surviving spouse, if any.
Relative responsibility: Ability of children to contribute is evaluated; allowances
made for unusual circumstances involving family obligations in determining
amount such children are expected to contribute.
Deductible.-None required.
Scope of medical care provided.-Comprehensive care is provided, and the program pays for all of the cost in excess of the amount of recipient's income and
resources which have been determined to be available to meet such costs.
Additional provisions.-Forpersons in institutional care who have less than $15
a month income, allowance for personal needs of recipient is made from State funds
with no Federal participation.
OAA:
Program.-No substantive change in eligibility requirements or comprehensive
scope of services provided through vendor payments for medical care since
October 1961, except that long-term nursing home care was removed from OAA
medical services and placed within the scope of the new program of medical
assistance for the aged. Special allowance is made from State funds for persons
transferred thus from OAA to MAA and still in need of subsistence payments.
Lien or recovery.-Lien required on real estate, not enforcible if (1) market value
at time of death and the cash surrender value of life insurance do not exceed
$1,500, or (2) property is occupied by surviving spouse as a home.
Relative responsibility.-Ability of adult children to contribute is evaluated
according to a scale of income and number of dependents; defined allowances are
made for unusual circumstances involving family obligations in determining the
amount such children are expected to contribute.
Residence requirement.-Three out of last nine years with one year immediately
preceding application.
Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments made for comprehensive
scope of medical care: Inpatient hospital care, short-term nursing home care,
practitioners' services, dental care, prescribed drugs, nursing care in own home,
sickroom supplies, restorative services, prosthetic appliances, transportation,
and equipment.
Money payments to recipients.-No maximum on money payment to recipients
for subsistence needs as defined by State.
MICHIGAN
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 638,000.
MAA:
Program.-Services began in October 1960; first payments in November 1960.
Scope of services to be provided was enlarged in 1961 by the addition of nursing
home care for a posthospital period and home nursing care. The maximum on
permissible income was also raised.
Eligibility.Income: Maximum annual income for single person (unmarried or not living with spouse) is $1,500; if married and living with spouse, not more than
$2,500, including the annual income of the spouse. Income must include
contributions which son, daughter, or estranged spouse should be making to
applicant, according to agency standards or court determination, except that
such contributions are not included in computing income during first 30 days
of each separate period recipient is hospitalized.
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Assets: (1) Real property: Value of property used as a home is excluded.
Value of other real property must be included in limits on marketable assets
specified below. (2) Personal property: i.e., liquid or marketable assets
may be held with value of not more than $1,500 for single person, $2,000 for
married applicant and spouse. Excluded in making this determination are:
Clothing and household effects; cash surrender value (not value of matured
policies) of life insurance; and not to exceed $1,000 of fair market value of
personal property used in earning income. All other property, real and personal, must be evaluated in determining eligibility under the $1,500 or $2,000
limitation specified.
Recovery provisions.-Filing of claim against estate of deceased recipient is permissive, not required; held in abeyance during lifetime of surviving spouse, if any.
Relative responsibility.-Contributionsfrom legally responsible relatives (children and spouse) or contributions which they should be making to applicant according to agency standards of court determination are included in the income of
the applicant; except that such contributions are not counted as income during
the first 30 days of hospitalization.
Deductible.-None required.
Scope of medical care provided.-Hospital care, including diagnostic procedures
which can be carried out only on an inpatient basis; nursing home care beginning
within 30 days following hospitalization for an acute illness and continuing up to
a maximum of 90 days in a 12-month period; practitioners' services; nursing care
in home when recommended by physician; outpatient clinic services, including
first aid, physical therapy, therapeutic radium and X-ray, and specified diagnostic procedures.
Additional provisions.-Eligibility is determined concurrently with need for
medical care and eligible status continues for a period of 12 months, subject to
review if circumstances change.
OAA:
Program.-Scope of medical services broadened since September 1960 by addition of home nursing care services and physical examinations for each new
applicant.
Lien and recovery.-Claim for reimbursement may be filed against estate for
total assistance paid since October 11, 1947. Not secured.
Relative responsibility.-Ability of responsible relative is determined in accordance with detailed scales of income and number of dependents; allowances up to
specified maximums are made for living costs and for unusual financial circumstances in the individual situation in determining the amount he is expected to
contribute.
Residence requirement.-Five of last nine years with one year immediately preceding application; or if person is receiving assistance from another State reciprocal
agreements are made on residence requirement.
Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments are made for hospital care,
without limitation as to nature or amount of service, and for special nursing services in hospital or at home. Other services provided through the money payment
(subject to the maximum reported below) are nursing home care, practitioners'
services, dental care, prescribed drugs, X-rays, prosthetic appliances, and ambulance transportation.
Money payment to recipient.-Maximum on money payment to recipient for
subsistence needs as defined in the State's standards is $80 a month or $90 for person receiving care in an approved convalescent home or approved county medical
institution.
NEW HAMPSHIRE
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 67,700.
MAA:
Program.-Legislation enacted in 1961 provided the basis for the program;
services began September 1, 1961.
Eligibility.Income: Annual net income from all sources may not exceed $1,200 for
single person, $1,800 for married couple living together; plus $600 allowed
for support of each dependent child. If both members of a couple are in the
same nursing or boarding home, they are considered as single individuals.
Assets: (1) Real property: Home owned and occupied by applicant is
excluded. Also excluded is net equity in other real property up to $500 for
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one person, $800 for couple. Net equity beyond $500 but less than $4,500
for single person (beyond $800 but less than $4,800 for couple) does not
disqualify if real property is income producing. (2) Personal property:
May hold livestock and equipment used to earn income up to a net cash
value of $1,500; net cash equity of all other personal property, including
cash value of life insurance, may not exceed $500 for single person, $800 for
married couple. All medical resources such as health insurance or workmen's
compensation are taken into account in determining extent of need for MAA.
Recovery provisions.-Provision for recovery from estate of a recipient after
his death and that of the surviving spouse.
Relative responsibility.-Ability of adult children to support parents is determined according to income scale, with provision for taking into account certain
extra family expenses if they exist.
Deductible.-None.
Scope of medical care provided.-Hospitalization limited to 11 days per admission, including payment to surgeon; physicians' services in home or office, limited
to six calls per fiscal year. (Eye care is excluded from the scope of this program
because it is available through the sight conservation division of the same State
agency that administers MAA and OAA.)
Additional provisions.-Eligibility and need for medical care are determined
concurrently, with the need for medical care evidenced by statement of a physician;
eligibility is reviewed as new service is needed or if circumstances of case change;
redetermination of total eligibility required every 12 months.
OAA:
Program.-No substantive change in eligibility or scope of services since
September 1960; already provided comprehensive range of services with provisions for vendor payment of costs.
Lien and recovery.-Assistance paid constitutes by law a lien on estate of recipient and of spouse living with recipient; no recovery on real estate occupied by
surviving spouse.
Relative responsibility.-Ability of relatives, whether legally liable or not, and
amount of contribution available for support of applicant is determined as part
of initial investigation in each individual case. (No prescribed scale of amounts
expected as contributions.)
Residence requirement.-Five out of last nine years and one year immediately
preceding application; reciprocal agreements may be made with other States.
Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments are used for hospital care;
nursing home care in public nursing homes; practitioners' services in home, office,
hospital, or outpatient clinic; dental care; prescribed drugs; sickroom supplies;
special nursing services; X-rays, prosthetic appliances; and special equipment.
Provisions are made within the money payment to the recipient for nursing home
care in private nursing homes and for transportation to receive medical care.
Money payment to recipient.-Maximum of $100 per month; $105 for persons
eating regularly in restaurants; plus payment into pooled fund for medical care.
Maximum may be exceeded to meet costs of nursing home care (private nursing
homes) or of nursing care in own home in lieu of nursing home placement; may
also be exceeded for special diets, telephone reouired by health condition, or for
premiums on individually held Blue Cross hospital insurance policy if policy has
been carried for 1 year at other than agency expense.
NEW YORK
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 1,688,000.
MAA:
Program.-Servicesbegan in April 1961. Within the first months of operation
many persons classified as OAA recipients (primarily those receiving "medical
care only," i.e., not in need of subsistence payments) who were receiving nursing
home care were transferred to MAA. Nursing home care as a service continues
to be given in both the OAA and the MAA programs without distinction as to
length of time such care is needed by a recipient.
Eligibility.All income and resources shall be deemed available to meet costs of medical
care except as follows:
Income: (1) In medical or nursing institutions for chronic care: Up to $10
a month for personal care items; annual premiums for health insurance policy
up to $150 for single recipient or $250for married recipient if policy covers
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spouse; if married, up to $1,800 a year for support of spouse, including any
income of spouse. (2) Not in facility for chronic care: $1,800 for single
applicant; $2,600 for married applicant living with spouse; health insurance
policy premiums up to $150 per year for single recipient or $250 if married
and policy includes spouse. (See reserves, below.)
Assets: (1) Real property: Home is exempt; other real property not used
as home must be utilized to apply to costs of care. (2) Personal property:
Clothing and household effects are exempt; may have life insurance with
cash surrender value of not more than $500 (single person or couple). Insurance in excess of this amount and nonessential property must be utilized.
Cash reserve permitted for person not living in a medical facility: $900 for
single person or $1,300 for married couple. If value of nonhome real estate,
nonessential personal property, and excess insurance together with cash or
liquid assets does not exceed this reserve limit, such resources need not be
utilized and applied to costs of care.
Recovery provisions.-Provision for recovery from estate of deceased recipient
after death of surviving spouse.
Relative responsibility.-Spouse, parents, and children are liable for payment
of medical care insofar as they are found able to assist.
Deductible.-None required; eligibility is determined concurrently with need
for medical care and in relation to the known or predictable extent and cost of
such care.
Scope of medical care provided.-Hospital care, nursing home care, services of
medical doctor and osteopath, prescribed drugs, sickroom supplies, special nursing
services, physical therapy, prosthetic appliances, and outpatient hospital or
clinic services.
Additional provisions.-MAA services are part of plans for medical care developed by each local welfare district, based on State's manual and subject to approval
of the State department of social welfare.
OAA:
Program.-No substantive change in eligibility or in comprehensive scope o f
medical care provided since September 1960 except that "medical care only" cases
formerly served through OAA are generally eligible for new MAA program.
Lien and recovery.-Local public welfare official may recover amount of assistance granted from recipient or his estate. Such claim may be secured by deed,
mortgage, or lien with respect to real property; by assignment of or preferred
claim against insurance; by assignment of other assets.
Relative responsibility.-Ability of responsible relatives to contribute is deter
mined through a budgeting system, taking into account circumstances of the
individual situation.
Residence requirement.-No durational requirement. Must be resident of State
at time of application.
Scope of medical care provided.-The welfare district elects whether to use the
money payment method or vendor payment method to meet costs of medical care.
Services included are hospital care, nursing home care (may use a combination of
money and vendor payments), practitioners' services, dental care, prescribed
drugs, sickroom supplies, special nursing services, X-rays, restorative services,
prosthetic appliances, transportation, and equipment.
Money payment to recipient.-No maximum on money payment to recipient to
meet subsistence needs defined by State plan.
NORTH DAKOTA
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 58,600.
MAA:
Program.-Legislation enacted in 1961 authorizes a program comparable in
scope and content to the services available to recipients of old-age assistance.
Services began July 1, 1961.
Eligibility.Income: Annual income in excess of the following is considered available
to meet costs of medical care: Single person, $1,200; married couple, $1,800.
Persons living in a nursing home or hospital: Single, $96; married couple,
both in nursing home or hospital, $192; married couple, one in nursing home
or hospital and the other not living in an institution, $1,296.
Assets: (1) Real property: Homestead is exempt (town house and up to
2 acres of land; rural, 160 acres contiguous to house). Other real property
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that is salable or in which applicant has an equity must be utilized to apply
to medical care costs. (2) Personal property: Total value not to exceed
$2,500, of which not more than $500 for single or $1,000 for married couple
may be in cash, stocks, or bonds. Cash value of insurance comes under total
value maximum but not under liquid assets maximum. Excluded from
consideration as personal property are household goods, wearing apparel, or
personal effects.
Recovery provisions.-Preferred claim against estate of deceased recipient; not
enforcible against property needed for support or comfort of spouse.
Relative responsibility.-Applies to MAA same principles as for OAA, i.e.,
ability of specified relatives (those "legally liable") to contribute to support of
applicant is determined for each individual case at time of initial investigation.
Deductible.-Applicant must have paid or have obligated himself to pay $50
for medical care during 12 months preceding the application; benefits from health
or hospital insurance will be considered as meeting this requirement.
Scope of medical care provided.-Hospital care, nursing home care in licensed
home or in hospital on monthly contract basis, practitioners' services, dental care,
prescribed drugs, special nursing care, physical therapy, prosthetic appliances,
outpatient hospital and clinic services, diagnostic screening and preventive
services, X-ray and laboratory services, transportation, and special equipment.
Additional provisions.-Eligibilityfor assistance and need for medical care are
determined concurrently. Redetermination of eligibility is made annually,
subject to earlier review if circumstances change. Recipient is determined to be
ineligible if during the 12-month period he has not received $50 or more medical
health services. (Compare requirement under "Deductible" entry above.)
OAA:
Program.-No substantive change in eligibility or in scope of medical services
provided since September 1960; State provides comprehensive services to recipients. (Before the beginning of the program of MAA, medical care through
OAA program was available also to persons in need of medical care only, although
not in need of money payment for subsistence needs.)
Lien and recovery.-Total amount of assistance granted is preferred claim
against estate of deceased; not enforcible against real estate occupied by surviving spouse or dependents nor against personal property necessary for their
support, maintenance, or comfort.
Relative responsibility.-Ability of specified relatives to contribute to support of
applicant is determined for each individual case at time of initial investigation.
(Legally liable relatives are spouse, parents, and children.)
Residence requirement.-One year immediately preceding application or if
eligible in another State, same period of residence in North Dakota as would be
required in other State for person moving there from North Dakota.
Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments are used for hospital care,
all general services, limited to 60 days; short-term nursing home care, up to 30
days (long-term care is provided through the MAA program); practitioners'
services; dental care; prescribed drugs; special nursing care; physical therapy;
prosthetic appliances; transportation; and equipment. If applicant has health
insurance and if physical condition indicates probable need for the benefits, cost
of premium payments for such individually held policy may be included in the
money payment.
Money payment to recipient.-No maximum; assistance granted to meet need
as defined in State's standard of assistance.

OKLAHOMA
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 248,800.
MAA:
Program.-Services began in October 1960, based on interpretation of existing
State statutes.
Eligibility.Income: Annual income, single person, up to $1,500; for man and wife,
up to $2,000. Exempts the income required by legal dependents according
to ADC standards.
Assets: (1) Real property: May have equity up to $8,000 in home owned
and occupied as home (urban includes necessary lots; rural includes up to
40 acres of land). Equity above this amount and value of other real property
are considered among other resources. Home to which recipient or spouse
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has no feasible plans to return is no longer considered eligible for exemption
as home occupied by recipient. (2) Personal property: Maximum set for
each of four kinds of property: (a) Insurance-single person, cash value of
first $1,000 face value; married, cash value of first $2,000 face value; married,
living together and having separate policies, cash value of first $1,000 face
value for each; (b) equity in tools for earning a living, up to $1,500; (c) equity
in small business which he operates, up to $2,500; (d) other resources limited
to $700 for single person or $1,000 for married couple, including cash, stocks,
bonds, etc., automobiles, excess of value of items listed in (a) and (b) preceding, excess equity of home, or property of any kind which can be made
available for use of recipient or spouse.
Recovery provisions.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-No requirement.
Deductible.-None.
Scope of medical care provided.-Careis limited to that necessary for treatment
of life-endangering or sight-endangering conditions. Within that definition, prograin provides for hospital care, up to 6 months in any 12-month period; medical
care portion of nursing home care, with recipient responsible for room-board
portion and personal needs; physicians' services, including those of surgeons and
specialists; dental care in a licensed general hospital for life-endangering conditions
involving fractures, infections, or tumors of the mouth; nursing care in own home;
for hospitalized patient, transportation. (Prescribed drugs not encompassed in
the program.)
Additional provisions.-Eligibility is determined concurrendy with need for
medical care within the definition of the program as evidenced by statement of
medical or osteopathic physician. Redetermination of eligibility is made whenever warranted by change in circumstances.
OAA:
Program.-Since September 1960, State has expanded hospitalization and
physicians' services for old-age assistance recipients.
Lien and recovery.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-No legal liability of relatives, but ability and willingness of relatives to contribute to support is evaluated in each individual case.
If a relative is claiming applicant as a dependent for income tax purposes, it will
be considered that he is meeting at least one-half of the applicant's needs unless
it is established that the income is not available for the use of the applicant.
Residence requirement.-Five out of last nine years, with 1 year immediately
preceding application.
Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments are used for: Hospital care;
medical care portion of nursing home care costs, with the money payment to the
recipient for the room-board portion and personal care items if needed; practitioners' services, home, hospital, and outpatient clinic; dental care in a general
hospital for treatment of life-endangering conditions involving fractures, infections,
or tumors of the mouth; special nursing services in recipient's place of residence;
X-rays for treatment purposes; and transportation. (Prescribed drugs not
provided for old-age assistance.)
Money payment to recipient.-Maximum of $143 a month, including nursing
or attendant care; family maximum of $236.

OREGON
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 183,700.
M AA:
Program.-Legislation enacted in 1961 authorizes the MAA program; services
began November 1, 1961.
Eligibility.Income: Single person, less than $1,500; married, combined income of
husband and wife less than $2,000. Where it is not possible to determine
the income of an absent spouse, applicant is treated as a single person.
Assets: (1) Real property: Home used by applicant or legal dependents,

exempt; value of other real property together with personal property may not
exceed $5,000 fair market value. (2) Personal property: Excluded from

consideration are: One automobile; household furnishings; personal property holdings used in earning a living (clothing, tools, machinery, and other
All other property must come under maximum
goods and equipment).

specified above. Liquid assets (cash or equivalent) shall be less than $1,500
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for single person, $2,000 for couple. Excluded from consideration is cash
surrender value of life insurance held by applicant not to exceed $1,000.
Recovery provisions.-Recovery provisions of law regarding claims against
estates will apply after death of recipient and spouse.
Relative responsibility.-No requirement.
Deductible.-Applicable to hospital care: Patient pays $7.50 per day for first
10 days of care up to a maximum of $75 per year. Applicable to any combination
of physicians' services, X-rays, or laboratory procedures: Patient first pays $50
within a benefit year, then becomes eligible for MAA payments.
Private medical insurance policies may be utilized in the payment of such
deductible amounts and must be utilized to the fullest extent possible as an offset
before MAA benefits are payable. MAA and partial benefits supplement each
other.
Scope of medical care provided.-Hospital care, up to 14 days per benefit year
(patient pays $7.50 per day for first 10 days of care per year); nursing home care
upon transfer from at least 1 day of hospital care (no deductible, but days based
on 4 days of nursing home care for each of the unused days remaining from the
14 days of hospital entitlement per benefit year); practitioners' services; outpatient hospital care when the physician renders services as defined in the program.
Additional provisions.-Eligibilityonce established continues for a year, including additional medical services, unless circumstances of case affecting eligibility
change.
OAA:
Program.-No substantive change since September 1960 in eligibility or scope
of medical care; State had comprehensive services at that time.
Lien and recovery.-Assistance paid constitutes an unsecured, prior claim against
property or any interest therein belonging to estate of, recipient except such
portion as is being occupied as a home by the spouse, minor dependent child, or
parent of deceased recipient.
Relative responsibility.-Statutory income scale indicates legal liability of
specified relatives; State public welfare commission has authority to review
detailed circumstances of the relative and to accept a less amount as the contribution he is able to make. Voluntary contributions to meet costs of medical care
may be offset against the amounts specified in the statute as support. Receipt
of assistance constitutes, on the part of the recipient, consent for the State public
welfare commission .to take action to recover amounts granted as assistance if
relatives in question refuse to support.
Residence requirement.-Five of last nine years with 1 year immediately preceding application.
Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments are made for: Hospital care,
nursing home care, practitioners' services, dental care, prescribed drugs, sickroom
supplies, special nursing services, X-rays, restorative services under exceptional
circumstancps, prosthetic appliances, transportation, and equipment.
Money payment to recipient.-No maximum on money payment to meet needs
of recipient according to State's standard of assistance.
PENNSYLVANIA

Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 1,129,000.
MAA:
Program.-Enablinglegislation was enacted in.July 1961; State's plan was
developed in the ensuing months and services began under the plan in January
1962.
Eligibility.Income: All income is considered in determining eligibility for MAA or
extent to which MAA is needed, except following: Annual income up to
$1,500 for single person, $2,400 combined annual income of married couple,
plus $500 for each minor or incompetent child living with and dependent
upon applicant. For person receiving nursing home care in a public institution: All income is considered applicable to cost of such care except $5
per month to meet personal needs.
Assets: (1) Real property: Home is exempt; value of all other real property must come under maximums cited below. (2) Personal property:
Value of all other real and personal property may not exceed $1,500 for
single person or $2,400 for couple, exclusive of household furnishing, neces84903 O-62--5
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sary automobile, cash surrender value of life insurance up to $500 for applicant and $500 for spouse, or tools, equipment, and stock necessary to obtain
income unless the value of such possessions appears to be excessive. For
persons in a public nursing home for up to 6 months of care, real and personal
property may be held up to value of $1,500 (exclusions same as above);
after 6 months of care, resources are reevaluated, exempting only such
property up to value of $500 (exclusions same as above, except car no longer
exempt). Benefits available from Blue Cross, other hospital, health, or
accident insurance, or workmen's compensation are taken into account.
Recovery provisions.-Provisions for recovery from estate of recipient, as permitted under the Federal Medical Assistance for the Aged Act.
Relative responsibility.-Ability of close relatives to assist the applicant is
considered in accordance with the Pennsylvania support law. (Refer to section
on OAA.)
Deductible.-None required.
Scope of medical care provided.-Hospital care; posthospital care in the home,
provided by the hospital under approved home-hospital plan; nursing care;
nursing home care in an institution operated by a county authority.
Additional provisions.-Need for medical care must be immediate at time of
determination of eligibility for MAA.
OAA:
Program.-No substantive change in eligibility requirements for this program
or in scope of medical care provided since September 1960.
Lien and recovery.-Lien secures claim against property owner for all assistance
paid to him or certain of his relatives; not enforcible against home or furnishings
used by property owner, spouse, or dependent child.
Relative responsibility.-Ability of responsible relatives (spouse, parents, children) to support is determined in each case by a formula based on net income and
number of dependents. Amount of such potential resource is considered available
income of the applicant in determining extent of his need for assistance.
Residence requirement.-One year immediately prior to application, or was
last a resident of State with which reciprocal agreement has been made to grant
assistance without regard to period of residence. Must be residing in State at
time of application.
Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments for medical care are used
for practitioners' services in home, office, or outpatient clinic calls; dental care;
prescribed drugs; sickroom supplies; nursing services in home; X-rays; certain
prosthetic appliances; physical therapy; transportation; and equipment. Nursing
home care is provided through the money payment to the recipient. (Hospital
care is not provided through the public assistance programs but is considered to
be available to recipients through the statewide system of State-owned or Stateaided hospitals.)
Money payment to recipient.-There is no maximum on the money payment
to the recipient to meet subsistence needs as defined by the State.

PUERTO RICO
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 122,200.
MAA:
Program.-Services began when Federal funds were made available for this
program, October 1960. Division of Public Welfare is a part of the Department
of Health, which already had responsibility for providing medical care to medically indigent persons. Arrangements were made to purchase from the Health
Department facilities certain medical services for persons eligible for MAA.
Eligibility.Income: Annual income and available liquid resources of individual may
not exceed $1,500.
Assets: (1) Real property: Home where applicant resides is excluded from
consideration; all other real property is taken into account in determinine
eligibility. (2) Personal property: Loan value of life insurance and any
other available resources will be taken into account. Membership in organizations which provide medical care or payment therefor make applicant
ineligible.
Recovery provisions.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-No requirement.
Deductible.-None.
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Scope of medical care provided.-Hospital care; nursing home care where akailable and as. prescribed by physician; outpatient hospital care and dispensary
services furnished through the facilities of the Department of Health and hospitals under contract, including: physicians' services, prescribed -drugs and appliances, physical therapy and related services, dental care, laboratory and X-ray
services, and preventive medical care. (Practitioners' services, dental care, and
prescribed drugs not provided except through such clinics.)
Additional provisions.-Eligibility is determined concurrently with or prior to
the need for medical care and remains in effect for additional services during 1
year, subject to review if case circumstances change. Membership of applicant
in such organizations as Blue Cross, Blue Shield, State retirement or compensation systems, applicant's purchase of health insurance of any appropriate type,
his riehts to veterans' benefits, and similar resources to provide or meet costs of
medical care shall make him ineligible for participation in MAA.
OAA:
Program.-Since September 1960, Commonwealth has begun vendor payments
in behalf of OAA recipients for hospital care.
Lien and recovery.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-Ability of specified relatives to contribute is determined
through a budgeting procedure, taking into account the circumstances of the
individual situation.
Residence requirement.-No durational residence requirement.
Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments are made for hospital care,
including drugs prescribed while person is hospitalized and dental care which may
be given during a period of hospital care. (Other medical services are available
to recipients of OAA through the department of health program for medically
indigent persons.)
Money payment to recipient.-No maximum on payment to meet needs of
recipient according to agency's standards of assistance.

SOUTH CAROLINA
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 150,600.
MAA:
Program.-Legislation was enacted in 1961 regular session authorizing the program; services were begun July 1, 1961.
Eligibility.Income: Maximum annual income for single person is $1,000; for married
couple, combined income may not exceed $1,800. In determining income
from the operation of a business, net income will be considered.
Assets: (1) Real property: Home and land upon which it stands, owned
and occupied by applicant or to which he has reasonable plans to return, is
exempt as a resource. Other real property may be held if income-producing;
if nonincome producing, sale value of the property is considered under the
income maximums. (2) Personal property: May hold (1) savings of $500 if
single or $800 combined .savings of married couple; (21 insurance with cash,
loan, or surrender value of $1,000 for single person and of $2,000 for married
couple. Savings or insurance value in excess of these amounts are considered
under the maximum on income. Not considered as assets available for payment of medical care costs is value of such personal property as automobile
needed for transportation, household furnishings, and farm equipment.
Recovery provisions.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-No requirement.
Deductible.-None.
Scope of medical care provided.-Hospital care for acute illness, injury, or condition that endangers sight when the need for hospitalization is essential, not to
exceed 40 days of care in a fiscal year; nursing home care following discharge
from period of hospital care, generally limited to 90 days within a fiscal year
but may be extended when required by such conditions as severe burns or terminal
cancer; outpatient hospital or clinic services in organized clinic, including emergency room service, special diagnostic and therapeutic procedures, minor surgery
such as biopsies. (Practitioners' services, dental care, and prescribed drugs not
provided elsewhere.)
Additional provisions.-Eligibility is determined concurrently with need for
medical care and redetermined as circumstances change or at least annually.
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OAA:

Program.-No substantive change in eligibility or scope of services provided in
medical care since September 1960.
Lien and recovery.-Total amount of assistance paid since July 1, 1956, allowed
as unsecured claim against estate on death of recipient. No recovery on real
property used by dependent relatives nor when gross market value of estate is
less than $500.
Relative responsibility.-Ability of close relatives, particularly children, to con-

tribute is determined in each individual case. If relative claims applicant as a
dependent for income tax purposes, he is expected to be contributing not less
than 51 percent of the budgeted need of the applicant unless the relative in question has so many dependents in his own family that he is not liable for income
tax and is unable to make a contribution.
Residence requirement.-Oneyear immediately preceding application.
Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments are used for hospital care for
acute injuries and illnesses, up to 40 days a fiscal year; and for nursing home care
for a period of 90 days following discharge from a period of hospital care, with
extensions for serious conditions requiring longer care. Money payments within
the maximum on total payment, including subsistence needs,. are used for prescribed drugs, home nursing services, and care in facilities other than posthospital
nursing home care.
Money payment to recipient.-Maximum $60 a month.

TENNESSEE
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 308,900.
MAA:

Program.-Enabling legislation was enacted in 1961; program servicys began
July 1, 1961.
Eligibility.-

Income: Annual income not to exceed $1,000 for single person or $1,500
for couple. May also deduct the actual cost of support of totally dependent
children. Any benefit designated specifically for support of such dependent
child (for example, VA or SSA) residing in the applicant's home is excluded
from income of applicant; but the amount of such benefit is subtracted from
cost of support of the child to determine the amount to be considered as
the exemption in the income of applicant.
Assets: (1) Real property: Equity in all real property (including the
home) owned by applicant cannot exceed $5,000 and the total real value
of such property cannot exceed $10,000 (figured on the county assessment
percentage for the county in which the real property is located). (2) Personal property: Total of cash, savings, or items readily convertible into
cash may not exceed $1,000 for single person or $1,500 for a couple, excluding cash value of life insurance up to $1,000 for single person or $1,500
a couple. Excess cash value must be considered under the liquid assets
maximum. Health insurance benefits and contributions for medical care
must be taken into account.

Recovery proisions.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-No requirement.

Deductible.-Forhospital care, MAA payments cannot be made until the person
has incurred hospital expenses amounting to $25 within a fiscal year (either
at one time or as a result of more than one admission to the hospital). MAA
payment can begin the day after such amount accrues. Benefits from health or
hospital insurance covering the applicant may be applied to meet this $125 prior
to being considered available to meet costs of days of care for-which MAA would
be charged.
Scope of medical care provided.-Hospitalcare for acute illness or injury, limited

to 10 days per fiscal year; drugs prescribed for treatment* of diabetes, cardiac
disease, and urinary tract infection.
Additional provisions.-Eligibility for MAA may be determined at time of or
immediately prior to actual need for hospital care or for the drugs for treatment
of conditions specified in the program definition. Certification may be up to the
predictable date when such need is expected to end or may be for a period of I
year, subject to review and redetermination when additional need for further
medical care arises.
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OAA:

Program.-Since September 1960, State has extended services in hospital care
and nursing home care for OAA recipients.
Lien and recovery.-No provision.

Relative responibility.-No legislation prescribing support from relatives, but
State's plan provides that the ability of specified relatives to contribute is evaluated in accordance with a scale of income and number of dependents, after allowance for taxes and special expenses. Where there is a true surplus of net income
(after living and necessary work expenses, medical care, income taxes, social
security taxes, retirement and union dues) above the levels shown in the scale,
a portion of this surplus shall be considered income available to applicant whether
actually contributed or assumed to be contributed.
Residence requirement4-One year immediately preceding date of application.

Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments are used for: hospital care

for acute illness or injury up to a maximum of 30 days per fiscal year; nursing
home care in licensed and approved homes. Provision may be made within the
money payment for total needs, subject to State's maximum on such payment,
for special nursing services not in a medical institution. (Practitioners' services,
dental care, or prescribed drugs are not provided.)

Money payment to recipient.-Maximum on money payment, including all sub-

sistence and special needs, $55 per month, or up to $60 for persons who require
nursing care in own home or service for household tasks.
UTAH
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 60,000.
MAA:

Program.-Legislationin 1961 amended the State public assistance act so as
to authorize a program of medical assistance for the aged; services began July
1, 1961.
Eligibility.-

Income: Net monthly income available may not exceed $110 for single
person, $170 for two persons or couple, $210 for three persons.
Assets: (1) Real property: Home owned and occupied is excluded; net
value of other real property is included in total allowable as available to
meet costs of medical care needed. (2) Personal property: Net value of all
property other than the home and excluded nonliquid assets defined below
may not exceed $10,000. Negotiable or liquid assets available to meet costs
of medical care may not exceed $1,000 for single, $2,000 for couple or family.
Amounts in excess of these maximums must be applied to cost of major
medical care before MAA may be granted to cover additional costs. Excluded from consideration as liquid assets are: furniture, household equipment, livestock, implements, tools, and a necessary automobile. Health and
hospital insurance will be applied on medical bills in determining amount of
MAA needed or may be assigned to fulfill the "deductible" requirement.
Recovery provisions.-Medical assistance granted will constitute a preferred
claim against the estate left by the recipient, after the death of recipient and
surviving spouse, if any.
Relative responibility.-Relatives are not legally responsible for the care and

maintenance of a recipient but are required to contribute toward costs of medical
care.
Deductible.-Forhospital care, patient pays first $50 of cost for each admission;
insurance benefits may be applied to fulfill this deductible requirement by assignment either to the hospital or to the county department of welfare. For physicians' services, patient pays first $20 of costs per benefit period of 90 days; when
illness and treatment exceed 90 days, another benefit period is authorized and
another deductible of $20 is required for each 90-day period during which service
is needed.
Scope of medical care provided.-Hospital care; physicians' services in home,

office, and institution. (See preceding item on "Deductible".) [In December
1961, program was expanded to encompass nursing home care in those homes
which could meet the requirement of "medical institution."]
Additional provisions.-Eligibility and need for medical care are established
concurrently; certification is for benefit period of 90 days, renewable upon statement of physician that need for medical care continues. Case which remains
open is subject to annual review, or more frequent if circumstances warrant it.
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OAA:

Program.-SinceSeptember 1960, State extended nursing home care and added
prescribed drugs to services provided.
Lien and recovery.-All real property or interest therein must be pledged as
guarantee of assistance received. Settlement of liens not operative during lifetime of spouse and may be postponed indefinitely if- heirs or devisees are recipients
of public assistance.
Relative responsibility.-There is no legal liability of relatives to support.

State's plan requires evaluating ability of relatives to contribute to cost of needed
medical care.
Residence requirement.-Oneyear immediately preceding application.

Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments are used for: hospital care,
up to 30 days per admission; nursing home care; physicians' services; dental care;
prescribed drugs; sickroom supplies, X-rays, prosthetic appliances; transportation;
and equipment. (In December 1961, the following changes were made: hospitalization cut to 15 days; nursing home care in nursing homes which could meet the
requirement of "medical institution" was transferred to the scope of the MAA
program; dental care was limited to treatment of pain and infection or to make it
possible for an adult to accept a bona fide offer of employment.)
Money payment to recipient.-Maximum on money payment to recipient, $80
for one-person case, $128 for two-person case (additional allowances made for
additional persons in case). Such maximums may be exceeded for special circumstance items specified in the State's standard of assistance.
VIRGIN ISLANDS
Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 2,200.
MAA:

Program.-Legislation enacted in 1960, services began January 1, 1961; department of social welfare contracts with Insular Department of Health for medical
aspects of the program.
Eligibility.-

Income: Current continuing gross annual income of $1,200 or less for single

persons, $2,400 for married couple living together.

Assets: (1) Real property: Total real property, including home owned and

occupied, may not exceed $10,000.

(2) Personal property: Cash assets, or

those readily convertible into cash, may not exceed $1,200 for single person,
$2,400 for married couple living together. Health insurance and "Government entitlement such as veterans medical services" are available assets
which are taken into account in determining need for and extent of MAA.
Recovery provisions.-No provisions.
Relative responsibility.-No requirement.
Deductible.-None.
Scope of medical care provided.-Hospital care, including private duty nursing

service when prescribed as "critically necessary"; physicians' services to patients
under home care program; dental care and prescribed drugs as provided through
facilities of health department; prosthetic and other appliances; outpatient clinic
services of health department.
Additional provisions.-Eligibility may be determined prior to specific or predictable need for medical care, and such prior enrollment remains in effect as long
as the person remains eligible, subject to annual or more frequent reinvestigations.

OAA:
Program.-Priorto September 1960, services for which vendor payments were
made were limited to prescribed medicines and certain prosthetic appliances.
Since that date, the program has been expanded to include hospitalization,
physicians' services, and outpatient clinic care.
Lien and recovery.-No provision.

Relative responsibility.-Ability of specified relatives to contribute is determined on the basis of an income scale and certain percentages of the surplus income. Allowances are made for the number of dependents of the relative, certain taxes, and exceptional expenses which he has.

Residence requirement.-No durational residence requirement; must be resident
of Virgin Islands at time of application.

Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments for medical care are used for
hospital care, home visits of physicians to patients under the home care program,

dental care, prescribed drugs, sickroom supplies, special nursing services, prosthetic appliances, X-rays, restorative services, transportation, and special equip-
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ment. (Nursing home care is not provided because facilities are not available on
the islands.)
Money payment to recipient.-No maximum on money payment to meet needs

of recipient according to department of social welfare standards of assistance.
WASHINGTON

Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 279,000.
MAA:

Program.-Servicesbegan under the program in October 1960, based upon interpretation of provisions in existing State statutes.
Eligibility.-

Income: Net income (cash or kind) regularly and predictably received by
the applicant, the combined dollar value of which is in excess of that needed

to meet his and his legal dependents' maintenance requirements as measured
by the department's OAA standards of assistance, is considered as income
available which must be applied toward meeting the cost of approved medical
care.

Assets: (1) Real property: Home used by applicant or his legal dependents,

together with reasonable amount of contiguous land, is not considered an
available asset. Value of other real estate is included in total of assets

available. (2) Personal property: All other resources and liquid assets,
including cash surrender value of life insurance, are considered to determine

extent to which they may be utilized for payment of needed medical care,
except household furnishings and personal clothing, one automobile, and personal property "used and useful or of great sentimental value."
Medical
.insurance in force at time of application and any potential compensation for
injury must be utilized to the fullest extent.
Recovery provision.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.--No.requirement.
Deductible.-None.
Scope of medical care provided.-All services are limited to essential care for
emergent or acute medical conditions, with exceptions being granted when supported by adequate medical justification. Within this definition, program provides hospital care, nursing home care, practitioners' services, dental care, prescribed drugs, special nursing services, X-rays, physical therapy, prosthetic appliances, transportation, equipment, and outpatient clinic care.
Additional provisions.-Need for medical care is determined on the basis of
recommendations submitted by the patient's attending physician, subject to
screening and approval by the State department of public assistance, and financial
need is based upon current resources in relation to the estimated cost of such
essential medical care. Eligibility is certified for a single ailment or condition
and subject to monthly review. New certification is required if new need arises
after a previous period of medical services has been terminated.
OAA:
Program.-Since September 1960, the State has extended prescribed drugs and
dental care in the public assistance medical care services.
Lien and recovery.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-Ability and willinihness of relatives to contribute to
support is determined for each individual case, taking into account such contributions when available.

Residence requirement.-Fiveout of the last nine years including one continuous
year immediately preceding application.

Scope of medical care provided.-(Definitionin statute includes "needed medical,
dental, and allied services * * *"). Vendor payments to suppliers are made for

hospital care, nursine home care in licensed homes, practitioners' services, dental

care, prescribed drurs, special nursing services, X-rays, physical therapy, pros-

thetic appliances, transportation, and equipment. Nursin" home care in home
not subject to license is provided throu-h the monev payment to the recipient.
Money payment to recipient.-Maximum per month for any assistance unit is

$325, unless case exemption is made because of circumstances defined in the
State's plan.
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Aged in population (April 1, 1960): 172,500.
MAA:
Program.-Legislationenacted at a special session in October 1960; services
began within the same month. [Because recent amendments to the plan for
MAA have substantially changed eligibility provisions and the services provided,
the following data is as reported by the State effective February 1, 1962. The
information in the "Public Assistance Report 49: Characteristics of State Public
Assistance Plan Provisions for Medical and Remedial Care" is the plan in effect
on October 1, 1961.]
Eligibility.Income: For single individual, $1,500 or less per year; person married and
living with spouse, combined income of both is $3,000 or less. Income
includes contributions received from relatives.
Assets: (1) Real property: Assessed value of all real property, including
homestead, may not exceed $4,000. (2) Personal property: Or other liquid
or marketable assets, including cash surrender value of life insurance, may
not exceed $1,000 for single person, $1,500 for combined assets of husband
and wife. Excluded from consideration as liquid assets are clothing and
personal effects, household furnishings, and an automobile.
Benefits available from commercial health insurance are taken into account
in determining amount of and kind of service needed from MAA.
Financial eligibility is determined c6neurrently with need for medical care
as evidenced by a statement from the attending physician. (Former provision for enrollment prior to need for medical care has been rescinded.)
Recovery provision.-No provision.
Relative responsibility.-No requirement.
Deductible.-None.
Scope of medical care provided.-Hospitalcare limited to 12 days per fiscal year,
for acute illness, injury, immediate surgery, and diagnostic services under certain
circumstances; nursing home care after a period of hospital care or if such care
would prevent need for hospital care; acute conditions only; practitioners' services
related to acute and life-endangering conditions; dental care; prescribed drugs for
eight specified chronic conditions; and such other services available to OAA
recipients as are related to treatment of acute conditions. (No provisions for the
services classed as "remedial care.")
Additional provisions.-Eligibility is determined concurrently with need for
medical care as evidenced by a statement of the attending physician. (Former
provision for enrollment, if financially eligible, prior to need for medical care has
been rescinded.
OAA:
Program.-Since September 1960, medical services have been expanded by
extension of list of chronic conditions for which drugs are provided.
Lien and recovery.-State takes lien against real property in excess of $1,500
and against personal property in excess of $200; such lien applicable to estate
after death and during lifetime; not enforced against real estate occupied by surviving spouse unless remarries or there is threatened or actual sale or transfer
of the property.
Relative responsibility.-Ability of legally responsible relative to contribute to
support is determined in accordance with a "Standard Income Schedule," which
makes allowances for number of dependents, certain taxes, and for other specified
expenses. "Surplus income" of relative living in a household separate from that
of applicant is not considered available to applicant unless the relative is actually
making a contribution or has expressed a willingness to contribute a specified
amount regularly.
Residence requirement.-One year immediately preceding application.
Scope of medical care provided.-Vendor payments are used for hospital care for
emergency medical and surgical services up to 30 days per fiscal year (for remedial
care, time is extended); nursing home care; practitioners' services; dental care;
prescribed drugs; sickroom supplies; special nursing services; X-rays, restorative
services; prosthetic appliances; transportation; and special equipment.
Money payment to recipient.-Maximum on payment to recipient who is living
in boarding or custodial care, $60; for persons living in a household, $165 for the
household.
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Appendix B.-Application Forms
STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT
OF HEALTHAND WELFARE
DIVISION OF FAMILY SERVICES

DO NOT FILL 1N

Number

APPLICATION FOR
MEDICALASSISTANCEFOR THE AGED

I

Date Disposed of
Applicant's Name_

Residence
(Print or Type Nam in Full)

(Town or City)

Post Office Address

Tel.

Applicant's Birthdate: Mo.
Name of husband or

Day

No.

Year

wife

Mo.

Day

Year

- Birthd&-EU
List all persons under 21 years of ae dependent upon applicant for their support.
Relationship
Name
to Applicant
Address

Real and Personal Property of Applicant and Husband or Wife
Applicant
1. Real property not occupied as home

Husband or Wife
1. Real property not occupied as home

A. Sale Value

A.

B. Mortgage

Sale Value

B. Mortgage

2. Cash on hand

2. Cash on hand

3. Cash in bank

3. Cash in bank

4. Stocks or bonds

4.

5. Cash surrender value

5. Cash surrender value

of life insurance

6. Otherassets not essential
to every-day

MAA-l (Rev.

living

3-62)

Stocks or bonds

of life Insurance

6. Otherassets notessential
to every-day living

Yearly
Income
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(MAINE)
Cash Income of Applicant and Husband or Wife

Applicant

Source of Income

Per

Fer

Month

Year

Husband or

Wife-

Fer

1. Wages (Take home pay)

1. Wages (Take home pay)

2. Old-Age and Survivors
Insurance (Soc. Sec.)

2. Old-Age and Survivors
Insurance (Soc. Sec.)

3. Veterans Pension

3. Veterans Pension

4. Other retirement
Pension

4. Other retirement
Pension

5. Business (Net income)

5. Business (Net income)

6. Farm (Net income)

6. Farm (Net income)

7. Contribution from
Relatives

7. Contribution from
Relatives

8. Other

8. Other,

Per
Year

I Month

Source of Income

Medical Insurance
Blue Cross

Date
Person or organization
initiating application

Blue Shield

Other [3

M2

Signature of Applicant
If signed by another in applicant's
behalf enter name and relationship
to applicant below

Applicant
Hospital
Town Official

Name

Relative
Other Parson

Relationship
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STATEOF MAINE
DEPARWTH OF HEALTHAND WELFARE
RELATIVE S FINANCIAL STATDIENT
Return completed form on or before
idkedbel.,(D-ta)
to addressInchecked
below:

Depa

DrSs

0 Auust,.
11 W..9
S.
Maine
l.,r.
1

or Puetic ASSISTANCE

L7 141 N. Main St.
.
a.

C7 Fraks,. St. hr..o
Cst.
Maine

4= Wain St.
Machiane.Maina

0

=

Verified Income Amount
Verification Returned

zar Or HEALTH ANDWELFARE

o.
marks, * I,
FN
er ne a

17M-Middl.St.
Partland. Mate.

jC
t

0

Ciy19Buildig
ai.N..Crba
Maine Cli.
lq
Hoallan TrustCo. Bldg.
k
Hous*an
S Main.

447 Wain Street
ockland. Main.

C0

0

r

Sed. S.
a.
teo
hounnet

07 179 Lion Stre
Laie. Ma.

Co., t Va...
Sk..q. Main.

This form cannot be accepted unlesseach question is fully answered and the necessaryverification is attached. If
theanswerisnone enter theword "none.If each question is not answered or if the verificatibn is not attached,
the formmay be returned to you for completion. Your verifications will be returned to you within a few days.
Name and address of O Applicant or 0 Recipient

L
A. I,

(m

am the O child

(Nanel

above named person. I am 0 single

0 married

0 widowed

0 divorced

0 spouse

0 parent of the

0 separated.

B. ADDRESS
Street and Nunber

Then or City

C.

OCCUPATION

D.

NAME AND ADDRESS OF EMPLOYER (If more than one, list all)

State

2. Incoma (The income to be listed below is that received during the last calendar, year)
A. INCOMEreos EMa

YMnEtw(Attach copies of all W-2 forms for the past year)

A.$

B. INcoME rnOM SELF-EMpwMrENT (Attach copy of latest income tax return)

B. $

C. INUME raM As.I OtHER SoUncEs (Pensions, retirement, unemployment,
annuities, rentals, etc.) Attach verification

C.

D. TorA. INcomE (Add items A, B and C)

D.

s

3. Dependents (List all dependetaf recognized by the Bureau of internal Revenue for
income tax purposes except the applicant or recipient named above)
Name

Far. PA-4

Rev. 9/61

Addres if
differena fom. yours

Relatinship

Age

Crossincomefor
ist calendar year
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(MAINE)
ASSETS

DEBTS

(For assetsowned jointly list only your share)

(Include r eal estate mortgages)

$

Cashon hand
loney in bank

__

Whom Owed

_To

Amount O.ed

$

$

Real estate (sale value)

$

Stocksand bonds (sale value)

$

Money owed me by others

3

$--

$

$

Automobiles and trucks (sale value)
Life insurance (cash v4lue)
J
Other property valued at more than $100.
(sal e value)
4. Total Assets

-

-

$
3_____

$
5. Total Debts

$

6. Net Assets (Subtract item 5 from Item 4)

$

7. Remarks:

Dae

Sgnatue

If your relative is an applicant for public assistance(not a recipient) this section must also be completed.
or MAINE
COUNTY
OF
StAn

I solemnly swearor affirm that this statement has been readby me or to meand that the statements madeherein are true and
correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
Data

agnre

Subscribed and sworn to before me this

day of

19

I
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a
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THE AGED

A -1
NEW HAMPSHIRE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE
APPLICATION FOR
MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE AGED
District

Date Received

year__
day
bornson month
I,
street
I reside at
wish to apply for Medical Assistance for the Aged.
_ N.H. My spouse
N.H.
street.
.
.
resides at
age
.
7,We have the following income 4ap resources:
or was deceased on

Assessed
Value

Location

REAL ESTATE
Mortgages
Held by
Amount

Other
Liens

PERSONAL PROPERTY
Applicant
Bank/Co.
$Value

$ Value.

Deed in
Name of

Date
Purchased

Spouse
Bank/Co.

Acct. No.
Bank or
Postal Savings
No.. Shares
Stocks

and. Bonds
Policy No. (s)

Life
Insurance
Other.

(Specify)
CHILDREN
Address

Name

1o. of bependent Children supported by Applicant

Applicant
$ Yearly
$ Monthly
Pensions
and Benefitis

Net

SUMMARY OF INCOME
Spos
$ Monthly $ Yearly

Monthly Contribution toApplicant
(Cash or Kind)

Monthi Cost $

_

Specify Source if Applicable

.

Earnings

Relatives
OVER
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(NEW HAMPSHIRE)
SUMMARY OF INCOME, continued.
Applicant
Spouse
$ Monthly $ Yearly
$ Monthly
$ Yearly
Specify Source if Applicable

Investments
Real Estate
Other
MEDICAL RESOURCES
(List each kind - Blue Cross, Accident & Health Policy, Workmen's Comp. , etc.)

Kind

No. ofCert. or Policy

Company

Coverage (Type of
membership & benefita)

bay physician is Dr.
(name)
My social security number is

(address)
My spouse's is

I understand that if I am dissatisfied with the department's decision or if action ofthe der
ment with respect to this application is delayed beyond 30 days, I may appeal for a fair hearing.
I hereby authorize and request any person or organization having information concerning my
financial circumstances or health to furnish such information to the Department of Public Welfare or its accredited representative.

Date

Signature of Applicant or Person Acting on His Behalf
(if by X, 2 unrelated witnesses' signatures required)

Re-Applied

Residing at
Date

Re-Applied

Address
-Residing at

Date

Address

EXPERIENCE WITH MEDICAL ASSISTANCE
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(NEW HAMPSHIRE)
DW

-
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Statement of a Legally Liable Relative of
Applicant or Recipient of Public Assistance

/7/

Medical Assistance for the Aged /I

RE:
DATE:

In accordance with Chapter 167, Section 2, Revised Statutes Annotated
which states children are legally liable for the support of their parents, the following information is needed to determine the eligibility of
whose case is now under consideration.
1.

Your name Your address Relationship (son, etc.)

2.

Marital status -

3.

I am employed at

as a

My gross wages or income from self-employment amounts to:
weekly -

$

monthly -

My spouse is employed at

$

-

yearly
.

$

Wages - $

(If self-employed, report as wages the amount of gross taxable income after
business deductions as reported on income tax return for previous year or as
basis for estimated tax for current year.)
4.

I have additional income as follows: Show source (such as rented rooms,
boarder,

or part-time work.)

Source

Amount - $

5.

I have other than myself
Their names and ages are:

6.

I have the following debts on which I am making weekly, monthly or quarterly
payments regularly:

dependents on my income alone.
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7.

The household expenses which I alone meet are as follows:
1.

Rent for home
(or mortgage payments) -

2.

Electricity -

3.

Cooking fuel -

4.

Heating fuel Taxes -

Insurance (Life & Property).

8.

7.

Medical -

8.

Food (average figure) -

9.

Clothing (average figure) -

10.

Other regular expenses *

child(ren) in college or taking other educational training be-

I have
No.

.

yond high school at

I pay part,

or

all,

Name of college or other school

of this expense in the amount of $
9.

A.

I have been helping

of $

yearly.

financially in the amount
Relative's name
each (week) (month) (year) and I am willing to con-

tinue to do so.
B.

to the ex-

I am willing to help support

Relative's name

tent of $
C.

I am

each month.
am not

as a

claiming

Relative's name
dependent on my income tax return.
The above information is to the best of my knowledge a true statement of my situation.
Signed
Date

FOR THE AGED
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FOR CUA USE ONLY

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE AGED
APPLICATION-DECLARATION OF RESOURCES

INSTRUCTIONS
theapplication and if knowntheinfeomtion onee fohe deelseotiso
actingfee thepalist shouldcomplete
Thepatienta5person
of resources.
ad itemtsA.R. 1. andI
ETl personis receivingOldAgeAssistne check this blockand comlpleteonlJyidentifying informoatiso
underasset..
OFFICE
COMPLETEDFORMTO BESENT TO COUNTYBOARDOF ASSISTANCE
APPLICATION
for theagedleemyself. or mabehalfof;
applyformaedicalassistance
I heeehy
OAfl OFPaI-TSeASY

A. Marital Seo, (Crek Oe-)
CjSe.Io

.d

LIIJ
E

. i'l.ithsps.
DinesoI e Sepee.d

MDI

5552000505

.

10OCI

E

J

ed -t

J

.

IiA wioSth P...s
n eeWid-or.

-e ETZ- ore dosght e Ili1g,?
B.Childeo.

isclude spouse's assetsif applictieen is for inpatienteePosthospitalcae eehomeeesiuscate.
(Feepatisnt living with spouse,
care, list Oslypatiess'sasset.)
If applicationis feepsblicnisin heeee
W.65...

s so Noe
yes

EZ

A. Ble.Co.E
B. OtherhI-oI

ESOwN FOR -15 9700)
YES

(50*

e-ce Rve
as

G~

.. o.os B.aoflt.

E

_TH[]

C. Coal,
Seesrtin.
Beend.
D. Stocks,

[2] [2

. On Ii..][. 00lO Reel Es.[TE

. 'Di"o.oe Liabilit, Clain PeNding
J. 0th. Ai-.e ..

E. LiI. IN.aaeos

ld

Sk-iCRs .

OAT.

[]
E

AlsnefT]

(-A

1vW OR P22505O A-sFe

didot i1g., Siv..ae
if polNtss
PA1*-2

84903

0- 6Z- 6

No

F. I-s(T

PAT-T)
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DECLARATION OF RESOURCES
AL ITEMSTO BE COMPLETED.-IFNOT APPLICABLEENTERHONE

12

1. NME OFSFOUSE

3,

P~g.
A

2

UMER

EUI

DEPENDENT CHILDREN (INN wo in-*eteIt)
NAME

ADDRESS

-

.

AGE

4. OTHER CHILDREN
NAME

NAME

NAME

SN

ANDEOIl

A.EDES

NAME

,A-M

ADDREIS,

ADDR.SS

A..-

5INCOAE

DDESS

ISpoAcif

ENDUE.

F. SOESMI
DS-MoiS
PMASR-

SDMI MSif

I.

NES,I.,-D

1--tDM.

d,M woI t

aODP

R".EDiP~s.

f-4,E

i-mERDE

PERIOD

AOUNT

$

b. Oth. BDSfSit NJPDDESOSP-1EN. (UtNWA

FDioidos4.

ApISS

(OASOI)

EDO

MIt.,

chid.

RER c., SAD...ddd.... IS

ID-E.

cMId

... DIs

.EEDEMSD)N-
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(PENNSYLVANIA)

AMOUNT
IENCLEIRRANCEI

6. ASSETS
CAS ONHAND:Ow oh-* .

of.%q; I6mo

Mb

~

holw..d)
$

S

.h. BANKACCOUNTS--h..k mul .oooo.
NAME OF B*lE

ADDRESS

OR SHIARES
cBVILDINDAND LOANACCOUJNTS
*NAME OF COMPANY

A.

.

q

RM9H

BOND [S

ADDPRESS

$

S

io-k.

STOCS AND OTHERSECURITIES
IMARKETVALUE

NAMEOF COMPANY

ItI--I.

I...

2.W UO MNoRhly P,

if

P;REMSUM

MaE OFCOMPANY

(c.

NI ,I-~

III-

S504.

IN

t

~

CS AU

PERM CO-E90 MYPRE-IU

P500CVROMPEIN

Of COMPANYPEMU
NMER

VLU

ARNAA

OA

AMREWOCMA

K. MEDICALBENEFITS
Typ, of PIERl

.1-E -SAI--MON PERNAY.-UIO

IMARKETVALUE

OWNER

ADDRESS

..

B-

ho

OEON.PREEUMO.AYEY

::PI

(

.

-my

Y

PA I-U

3
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P.3 . 4
1OTHER ASSETS
A

EE02SUCE

AN DRES

ENCUMBSRANCES
MARKETVALIE
$

7.

DAMAGE
ORLISUMT CLAIMSPMOI4O(9,eoadss

S

io...of. oalo.)

R. RESIDENT
PROPERY(itAo.

9.

LASTnOsplrALIZED ONWAn.)

INANEOF HOSPITAL.

AFFIDAVIT
(To 6o sigof I, theofr..,of

aCBA msw,)

COMAIONEALTHOF PENNSYLVAN4IA

COUNTYOF __________
e.hnf ooP.ooIos inse- 6 -~I-ioo of Pobli, A..Iow.
i. said C-1o, po~w-.Ily .
-dno .h. .n.d-god w. b.
dol,
*oooooo-~" s ..
a.. dm
t: tf..
fo"gi.9 .tratooo J o -o o -oo s ojp i p th 6..ot of
nfot. ehroh shold " be- -.. I
*i..I h-olnb bo-r itnoA; tfrt
. ogron. O- gont. t6 Dooat..o~r of Poblic Welfare of
t6n loot. obeo.1.
ooad hiot th. O.optonot
of P.bli, Welfareis ootborio.Ato obtai, onyinforwotio tfrat my
ne. e freeAfi.
y sooro. ioolodi., t6.
8-o of Ol-Ap ;od Str-l-., bow.,..
SWORN
TO AND SUCRIED BEFOREME

This_____

day .1____f

___

_

A.D.

W__...

Hooo and addrss of two iltmsso.s if owies signedby.or

SWORNTO ANDSUBSCRIBED
BEFOREME

This

-___

dev of_________

AD.

19__

________________________

Sigrn-o

(S.0 Aiq ar(No.. of P.6-1n)

Rev.-.

poti..?

4Ad

not Iga

Rodatiwn.6.p tn Pfoliia
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WITH -MEDICAL ASSISTANCE
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OF PENNSYLVANIA
COMMONWEALTH
DEPARTMENTOF PUBLICWELFARE
OFFICEOF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

:aeener

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE
CERTIFICATION
d aigioal tapplicant; duplicate t Hospial. Initrian.,
INSTRUCTIONS:5
-mSas nors radd far .s.
.till pronida thn.

aitir

that
" y oa
windo selapa

OELIGIBLE
You ore .ligible lot medicalossisronce. The typo of rate far wichi yoo a eligibnle is

lisnad hbow:

Puilo Nursing Hoaa Car.

Pos.-Hospiroi Ca e

Can.;EligibleDays
inpatienHospital
HoN.rsingCo.; ardors:

Acdin
ifrti
gon tit
dprr abuno
yotin,oto
irtad asots,
you ito
titcor.- ondYouon.yurr".t.
aest~h
tailia o
ttoi~,the aoutlied biaa s oailainitno your.
orerespoosible fat orrongingt paythe TOTAL AMOUNTsh,o heowo.The doportmentpapathediffertoam
tand your bill.
once
between

NOTE: This certificion
....................................

is

coid if
**. --.

the opproved c .r

*****.-.

Age

Rsidenc.

it

$

(

not star-ed within 30 days of the dat listed abort.

OINELIGIBLE

e

"""."."...

""""""".".

**.***....*..*....

You ar. no eligible fat medical asIstanc.. The reaso you a

E

From Tou Relaivs

Frot Your Income ood Asse $...

TOTAL AMOUNT5

nor

eligible

is

".......................

lieted beloe:

Na mao benefit dayt

El

inco
FlAsets

El Others

Dam

Soou

(County Boardof Assisnance)

a staff membe of he ont boardof
HOTICE:If Yoe do no nderstandl why this aGo- 'as aken or if Youfe*I that yo" hae not bed 'artete
safied with the dcision, youhet a right to a hearing.
youfurtner taplanation. If you are assistance wll ha glod to giv

PA &M- 2-62(101)
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CASE NR.

OF PUBLICWELFARE
DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF PUBLICASSISTANCE

RECORDMAKE

COUNTY-Cl8TRICT

REIIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENT
FOR
MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE AGED

I,
County, Pennsylvania, acknowledge that my real and personal
property is liable for the repayment of Medical Assistance for the Aged granted or
to be granted to or for Ey spouse. It is understood that this liability does not apply to assistance received before W acquisition of such property. The purpose of
this agreement is to give the Department of Public Welfare a lien on any real property owoed wholly on in oart by me while assistance was received as above.
of

In order to carry out the purpose of this agreement, I authorize the Prothonotary, or any Attorney, of any Court of Record of Pennsylvania, or elsewhere, to appear and to enter judgment against me for the sum of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00),
This judgment shall be a lien on my real property but shall not be colplus costs.
lected during the lifetime of myself or my spouse, and the real and personal property comprising my home and furnishings shall not be subject to execution on this judgment during the lifetime of my dependent children. It is further agreed that in the
event the sum of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00) exceeds the amount required for repayment of assistance as set forth above, my real property shall not be liable for any
greater payment than the amount of assistance received, plus costs.
It is agreed that at any time after assistance has-ceased, the Department of Public Welfare will, at my written request, furnish me with a stipulation to be filed
with the Prothonotary of the court having record of this judgment, setting forth the
exact amount of assistance received for which my real. property is liable if such
amount is less than the sum of Two Thousand Dollars ($2,000.00).
Signed, sealed and delivered
in the presence of
(SEAL)

Witness
Dated

(SEAL)
Dated

PA 9 - 12-61(leo)
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COMPUTATION OF R1ESOUIRCES FOR INPATIENT HOSPITAL
CARE, POST HOSPITAL CARE ANDHOMENURSING CARE
INSTRUCTIONSi If the client does not have income;enter NONE in lIes A4 and make no other entries.
If the client does not have assets;

enter NONEin Item B-3 and make no other entries.

If there are no legally responsible relatives, or If no contribution is expected or If
the leparteentdecides to pay the bill and take court action against the relative,
enter NONE in item C-1
I ato

e
Cas

'.

A. INCOME
1. TOTAL ANNUAL
AMOUNT
(if married and living with spouse include income of $
spouse; list below the source and annual income for each item that is
included in the total above.
The basis for the amount is obtained from
PA 1-M)
a.

b.

2. TOTAL EXEMPTIONS (if married and living with spouse $2400 is exempted;
otherwise the exemption of $1500.
The exemption for dependent children
is $500 x number of dependents. List below the applicable exemptions.)
a. rliont

b. dependents

INCOE AVAILABLE (item 1 minus item 2)
3. ANNUAL

4. INCOME AVAILABLE TO MEET COSTS

(#of

item 3)

B. ASSETS
1. TOTAL ASSETS (if married and living ifh spouse include assets of spouse; $
list below the source and the amount for each item that is included irln
the total above. The basis for the amount is obtained from PA 1-M.
a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

2. TOTAL EXEMPTIONS (if married and living with spouse $2400 is exempted;
otherwise the exemption is $1500.
3. ASSETS AVAILABLE TO MT

COST (item 1 minus item 2)

C. CONTRIBUTIONS-RELATIVES
1. TOTAL A!OUNT OF CONTRIBUTIONS FROM RELATIVES (list below the name and the $
amount of the contribution for each relative)

D. TOTAL

1.

TOTAL AMOUNT
AVAILABLE TO MEET COST (item A4 plus B3 plus Cl)
PA 21-3 - 12-61 (100)
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COMMNWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE
OFFICE OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

Date

Name

Address

Dear
Your

has applied for Medical Assistance for the

Aged to pay for necessary medical care.
The Pennsylvania Support Law requires husbands and wives, parents,
and children, to support one another if they are financially able. Before
we can tell your relative whether we can pay for the medical care needed,
we must have the information about your income that we are asking for on
the other side of this letter.
In deciding whether you are financially able to help and to what
extent, we will compare the information about your income with a reasonable
standard of living for a family of your size. This standard takes into
consideration the expenses people usually have for food, clothing, housing,
medical bills, income tax, recreation, and the like. If your income exceeds this amount, we will notify you of the amount you will be expected
to contribute towards the medical care your relative needs.
Will you please complete the other side of this letter and return
it to our office within 10 days. A stamped addressed envelope is enclosed
for your convenience. Please let us know whether you are giving your
relative any help at this time or whether you can help your relative pay
for the medical care he needs.
If you woild like a personal interview, write or telephone me
and I shall be glad to plan a time when we can meet.
Sincerely yours,

Caseworker

PA 21-MF - 12-61 (100)
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CCFIDENTIL INFOICtTICN'
1.

i.y employer's name and address is

2.

Iy

3.

4.

Social Security Number is

y pay is -

_

lork Number is

(give full, not "take home" pay)

_

I am paid every

(week, 2 weeks, month, etc.)
5.

I have other income of ,

per month from

_

6. The following members of my household are employed:

7.

Relationship
to me

Ae

Address

Relationship
to me

±iyexpenses for transportation to work are:

I ride in

a car pool.

1
1.

I will give my relative

_

miles each week.

Weekly cost is

I use public transportation.

I am now assisting my relative in

Amount

(complete one)

I drive my own car and travel

0.

Nonthly Income

I support the following relatives not living with me:
Name

9.

honthly Earnings
before Deductions

I support the following persons "ho live with me:
Name

8.

Employerts Name
and Address

Relationship
to me

Name

Weekly cost is

the following amount

.
__

.
monthly.

monthly.

Date
Signature

PA 21-MF
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(PENNSYLVANIA)

MAA VERIFICATION SUMMARY
ITEM

DT
VERFED

ITEM

CASE NUMBER

HOW VERIFIED

AGE
RESIDENCE:
CLIENT

EPENDE NT
AGF

CHILDREN
DlSABILITY

OTHER CHILDREN
INCOMF

INCOME
AMOIINT

PFRIOn

ASSETS
ENCUMBRANCES
VALUE

*

ENTER ITEM NUMER FROM PA 1-M

PA 21-MV. 12-61 (50)
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COUMONiEALTH
OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT
OF PUBLIC WELFARE
OFFICE OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
CASE NO.

RECORD NAME
COUNTY-DISTRICT

AGREEMENT TO REPAY MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE AGEDCLAIM
WHEREAS, in determining eligibility for Medical Assistance for the Aged
for
, real and personal property of myself
and/or my spouse have been evaluated in accordance with the requirements of the
Public Assistance Law, as amended; and
WHEREAS,

in addition to such property, I have a right or cause of action,

to wit,
from which the ownership of property may result but the value of which cannot be
determined at this time.
NOW, THEREFORE, if this right or cause of action results in the acquisition
of property which, when added to that previously evaluated, exceeds the statutory
limitations of value set forth in the Public Assistance Law, I, in consideration of
payment of Medical Assistance for the Aged made for me or my spouse pending the
receipt of such property, agree to pay to the Comonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Public Welfare, any amount of Medical Assistance for the Aged subsequently
found to have been incorrectly paid because of the impossibility of evaluating
potential resources at this time.
I direct my attorney or representative to pay to the Department of Public
Welfare the money which may come into his hands as a result of the right or cause
of action, after deduction of legal fees and costs incident to the recovery of these
funds, or as much of the balance of the funds as shall be necessary to satisfy the
claim of the Department of Public Welfare.
It is understood that this authorization
is irrevocable.
In order to carry out the purpose of this agreement, I do hereby authorize
the prothonotary, or any attorney, of any court of record in Pennsylvania, or
elsewhere, to appear for and to enter judgment against me for the sum of TWOTHOUSAND
DOLLARS ($2,000.OC), with costs of suit, and with fifteen per cent (15%) added for
collection fees.
It is further agreed that if the assistance claim, as defined above, is
less than.TWO THOUSAND
DOLLARS ($2,000.00), I shall be liable to pay only the lesser
amount plus coits and collection fees. This judgment shall be collected as other
judgments. I further agree that my real estate may be sold on a writ of execution.
I hereby waive and release all relief from any or all appraisement, stay or exemption
laws of any state or of the United States, now in force or hereafter to be passed.
I intend to be legally bound hereby.
(SEAL)

Witness
Date

(SEAL)

Witness
Date

PA I7fkKm

-

t2-01 (io)
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Appendix C.-Major Types of Services and Limitations
Medical assistance for the aged: Provision of major types of services under State

plans, October 1961

Physicians' services
State

Nursing
home
Hospital

Arkansas -----------Hawaii-------------Idaho---------------X

X
X

Illinois -------------Kentucky ----------Louisiana ----------Maryland -----------Massachusetts ------Michigan ------------

X

New Hampshire..-

X

X
X

X

X
New York----------I
North Dakota -X
Oklahoma ----------I
Oregon-------------X
Puerto Rico --------X
South Carolina-X
Tennessee ----------Utah.---..-----_-. X
Virgin Islands--.-_---X
Washington---_---X
West Virginia-----. X

Home

care

care

Office

nursing
home

X
X

X
X

X

X
X

X

X
X
X
X
X
.-.

X
X

X

X
X

--

X

..

I
-I

--

.
X
X

-

-

X
X
X
-

X

k
X
X

X
it
X

X

X

-.

-.

--

X
X
X

X
X

X
X

X

X

X

drugs I

X
X

X

X

Prescribed

care

Inpatient

X

-

X

Dental

Outpatient

X

X

X

Hospital

or in

X
X

X

..

X
X
X

X
X
X

X

--

X
X

..
--

X

X

X

I.X

X
X

X
X

X

--

X
X

.
X
X
X

X
-

X
X
--

-----

----

X

X

X
X

I

X
X

I Other than for hospitalized patients; drugs for hospital patients are Included as part of hospital care.
NoTE.-Code:
X-Service is provided.
- -Service
is not provided.
Source: Bureau of Family Services, Social Security Administration.

Limitations (excluding those which can be lifted by administrativeaction)
Hospital care:
ArIansas: To 15 days in any 12-month period. Maximum daily rate $25.50.
Idaho: For care of acute conditions and emergencies only; 14 days per admission.
Kentucky: For care of acute, emergency, and life-endangering conditions
only; 6 days per admission. No limit on number or frequency of admission.
Louisiana: Up to 30 days.
New Hampshire: Seven.days per admission, plus a maximum of $75 for auxiliary services. No eye care.
Oklahoma: Care for conditions which endanger life or sight only; not to
exceed 6 months' care in any 12-month period.
Oregon: Up to 14 days per year. Patient pays $7.50 per day for first 10
days up to maximum of $75 per year.
South Carolina: Care only for acute illness, injury, or condition that endangers sight; not to exceed 40 days per year.
Tennessee: Care only for acute illness or injury; up to 10 days per year.
Patient pays first $100 in any year.
Utah: Up to 30 days per admission. Patient pays first $50 per admission.
Washington: Care only for acute and life-endangering conditions.
Nursing home care:
Arkansas: Up to maximum of $90 per month.
Idaho: Up to maximum of $175 per month.
Louisiana: Only for persons eligible for OAA except for durational residence requirement. Up to $165 monthly.
Michigan: Only within 30 days following hospitalization for acute illness
and limited to 90 days in a 12-month period.
Oklahoma: Limited to 6 month's care in any 12-month period. Excludes
room and board.
Oregon: Upon transfer from hospital. Number of days available is based
on hospital entitlement-14 days per year-with allowance of 4 days of
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nursing home care for each remaining day of hospital entitlement. Up to
$6 per day.
South Carolina: Following hospitalization. Ordinarily up to 90 days per
year. Maximum payment, $150 per month.
Virgin Islands: Facilities not available.
West Virginia: After hospitalization or to prevent hospital care. Limited
to acute conditions. Maximum payment $100 per month.
Washington: Care only for acute and life-endangering conditions.
Physicians' services:
Idaho: Acute conditions; two calls per month. Nursing home: One call per
month. One eye examination per 6-month period.
Illinois: Only in 30-day period immediately following release from hospital.
Acute conditions: One home call daily for 1 week, six office calls per 30-day
period. Chronic care: Two home calls per month, two office calls per
month.
Kentucky: Two office and/or home calls per month.
Lousiana: Serious continuing illness requiring care for relief of severe suffering or for correction or prevention of permanent impairment.
Michigan: Office services limited to emergency treatment, office surgery, and
procedures involving therapeutic X-ray.
New Hampshire: Six office and/or home calls per year.
North Dakota: Inpatient hospital care of more than 30 days limited to three
calls per week.
Oklahoma: Patients receiving nursing care: Two calls per month. In
hospital not more than 15 visits per month in certain hospitals, less in
others.
Oregon: Patient pays first $50 of any combination of physicians' services,
X-rays, or laboratory procedures; then eligible for maximum of $150 for
physicians' care and maximum of $500 for surgery, $100 for X-rays and
laboratory costs.
South Carolina: Three clinic visits per month.
Utah: Patient pays first $20 per benefit period of 90 days; if more care is
needed and authorized patient pays first $20 for each additional benefit
period.
Virgin Islands: Available to patients under home care program.
Washington: Only for acute and life-endangering conditions.
West Virginia: Services must be related to acute and life-endangering con' ditions or defined remedial care.
Dental services:
Kentucky: Services as related to relief of pain and treatment of acute
infection. Up to $16 per month and $48 per year.
Maryland: Restorative dental care only, including repair and replacement of
dentures.
North Dakota: Dentures and bridgework limited to when extractions
occurred within previous 5 years.
Oklahoma: Only for in-hospital patients having life-endangering conditions
involving fractures, infections, or tumors of the mouth.
Prescribed drugs other than for hospitalized patients:
Arkansas: Maximum of $5 per month and dispensed only by an approved
clinic. Maximum of $5 per month for patient in nursing home.
Louisiana: Only for patients in nursing homes.
Washington: Only for acute and life-endangering conditions.
West Virginia: Limited to one refill for care of acute illness.

Appendix D.-Medical Opposition to Vendor Payments
The basic approach of Kerr-Mills to the provision of medical care is by means
of vendor payments through the public assistance mechanism.
A 1958 full-page advertisement of the Sonoma County (Calif.) Medical Society I
opposing vendor payment medical care is therefore of more than passing significance in the context of current claims that physicians "unanimously" support
the Kerr-Mills legislation.
In contrast, and in apparent conflict with the 1958 views of the Sonoma County
Medical Society, is a recent statement by the California Medical Association,
I Introduced as an attqchment to the record (p. 428) of the hearines, before the Committee on Ways and
Means of the House of Representatives, entitled "Health Services for the Aged Under the Social Security
System."
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which was inserted into the Congressional Record of May 8, 1962 (pp. A3372,
A3373).
The statement, entitled "A Critique of the Social Security Approach to Medical
Care for the Aged-Clarifying the issue," includes the following:
"This is an effort to clarify some of the issues-an effort designed to present
medicine's position as clearly as possible. This position is unreservedly one of
support for the Kerr-Mills law. * * *
"The Kerr-Mills law embodies an agelong tradition and principle of providing
assistance where it is needed. The American public has long been accustomed
to this form of financial aid from local government. * * *
"The medical profession supports the philosophy and direction of Kerr-Mills
legislation. Kerr-\1ills perpetuates the dignity and freedom of the individual;
it enables the medical profession to provide the highest quality of care; it acknowledges the rightful roles played by the local, State, and Federal Governments as
supplements to individual and family responsibility. * * *"

MEDICINE FIGHTS FOR CONTINUING GOOD
MEDICAL CARE AND MEDICAL PROGRESS
At the special meting of the Sonoma County Medical Society, a resolution prepared by the committee on medical care for public welfare
recipients was presented to the society at large. After due discussion, a
vote an the resolution was taken by secret ballot and passed by a large
majority. We have thereby joined with the rest of the county societies in
opposing state and federal control of patient-doctor relationship.

Resolution of the Sonoma County Medical Society
The members of the Sonoma County Medical Society met in a special session. It was the
studied belief of a large majority of the members that the following facts were evident
1. That the new California Public Assistance
Medical Care Program as provided by AB679 effective October 1, 1957 Is a form of
"Socialized Medicine" to be paid by you
frin State and Federal taxes.
2. That the socialization of Medicine would be
a stepping stone to the Socialization of all
other professions, businesses,
industries and
the complete destruction of our free enterprlse system.
3. That.this tax-paid plan invites abuses and
somehave demanded unneeded prescriptions for drugs and medical care because
they were free.
4. That the cost to the taxpayer for the adminitration, together with the cost of medical

service and drugs needed will definitely
greatly increase the present tax burden.
5 That the quality of medical core will decline
in any large welfare plan.
6. That the need for such a welfare program
does not exist in Sonora County. In the
past, physicians af this county,-by services
renderid in their offices, and through care
given at the Sonona County Hospital and
County Clinics have provided all needy persans with medical cari.
7. That the majority of American citizens desire humanitarian care of Indigent patitists
bat do not want a'socialized Nation, a so.
cialized State, or socialized Medicine.

NOW THEREORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Sonoma County Medical Society does not
approve of the Public Assistance Medical Care Program. THIS SOCIETY DOES, HOWEVER, REAFFIRM ITSPLEDGE TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE THE BEST POSSIBLE MEDICAL AND SURGICAL CARE FOR ALLPATIENTS REGARDLESS OF THEIR ABILITY TO PAY.CLAYTON B. TAYLOR M.D.
Secretary-Treasurer
Sonoma County Medical Society

DISCUSSTHIS WITH YOUR DOCTOR

GOOD
MEDICINE NEEDS YOUR' SUPPORT
GODMDIENESYULUPR
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The statement indicates a radical "change of heart" by the medical organizations of California. Apparently, the medical societies of California have been
converted to the "agelong tradition and principle of providing assistance" sometime during the past 4 years.
It was not so many years ago either-in 1956 to be precise-that the American
Medical Association itself, strongly opposed improvements in the vendor medical
care provisions of the old-age assistance program. The AMA testified before
the Committee on Ways and Means of the House of Representatives that they
"are opposed to these changes because they are needless, wasteful, dangerous,
and contrary to the established policy of gradual Federal withdrawal from local
public assistance programs." I
It would not be inappropriate, therefore, to speculate somewhat, concerning
the "wholeheartedness" of organized medicine's endorsement and acceptance of
Kerr-Mills, in view of the relatively recent opposition to the principle of vendor
payments-a principle central to the Kerr-Mills program.
I "Public Assistance 'Titles of the Social Security Act," bearings before the Committee on Ways and
Means, 84th Cong. 2d sess., on H.R. 9120 and H.R. 9091, pp. 330-31.
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