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Introduced by Senators Bob Casey (D-PA) and Cardin (D-MD)

Why do we need the Medicare and Medicaid Dental, Vision and Hearing Benefit Act?

More than 130 million people in the United States rely on either Medicare or Medicaid as their
primary source of health coverage, yet many lack basic access to dental, vision or hearing
coverage. Poor access to this basic care can poses serious health risks. Low-income individuals
are three times as likely to have four or more untreated cavities as adults with higher incomes
or private insurance and 15 percent of older adults have lost all of their teeth due to untreated
dental disease. Vision loss is associated with an increased risk of falls and mobility limitations
among older adults and hearing loss is associated with an increased risk of social isolation and
cognitive decline.

All older adults, people with disabilities and low-income families deserve access to affordable
and comprehensive health care that includes dental, vision and hearing benefits.

What would the Medicare and Medicaid Dental, Vision and Hearing Benefit Act do?

The Medicare and Medicaid Dental, Vision, and Hearing Benefit Act will strengthen coverage for
dental, vision and hearing services under Medicare by repealing the statutory exclusion that
restricts coverage of such services and expanding coverage to offer:

Dental and Oral Health Care
¢ Coverage of dental and oral health services, including routine cleanings and exams,
fillings and crowns, major services such as root canals and extractions, emergency
dental care and other necessary services; and
e Payment for both full and partial dentures.

Vision Care
e Vision services, including routine eye exams, procedures performed to determine the
refractive state of the eyes and other necessary services; and
e Payment for eyeglasses, contact lenses and low-vision devices.

Hearing Care
e Hearing services, including hearing exams, exams for hearing aids and other necessary
services; and
e Payment for hearing aids.

The bill will also encourage States to provide these optional services to people with Medicaid by
offering a 90 percent FMAP, meaning the federal government would cover 90 percent of the
cost, to do so.



https://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Statistics-Trends-and-Reports/CMS-Fast-Facts
https://www.cdc.gov/oralhealth/oral_health_disparities/index.htm
https://www.kff.org/medicare/issue-brief/drilling-down-on-dental-coverage-and-costs-for-medicare-beneficiaries/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7652597/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/fullarticle/1558452

